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(1)  BILLION DOLLAR U.S. WEATHER DISASTERS:

National Climatic Data Center.  Billion Dollar U.S. Weather Disasters.  NCDC, Department of Commerce, March 6, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/reports/billionz.html
(2)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

From Press Release "Statement by Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff on the Resignation of the Deputy Secretary,"  September 24, 2007:  "It is with great regret that I announce the resignation of Michael P. Jackson as Deputy Secretary for the Department of Homeland Security, effective October 26. Michael is the longest serving Deputy Secretary at this department and has devoted enormous energy, talent and thought into making it a stronger, more integrated and mature organization. He is a remarkable chief operating officer, my most trusted counselor and a close personal friend."

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Borenstein, Seth.  "Rising Seas Likely to Flood U.S. History." Associated Press, September 23, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070923/ap_on_sc/rising_seas -- See, also:

Government Accountability Office.  Climate Change:  Financial Risks to Federal and Private Insurers in Coming Decades Are Potentially Significant (GAO-07-285).  Washington, DC:   GAO Report to Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, March 2007, 74 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07285.pdf
(4)  MITIGATION:

Government Accountability Office.  Natural Hazard Mitigation:  Various Mitigation Efforts Exist, but Federal Efforts Do Not Provide a Comprehensive Strategic Framework (GAO-07-403).  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to the Ranking Member, House Committee on Armed Services, August 2007, 74 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07403.pdf
[Abstract:  "The nation has experienced vast losses from natural hazards. The potential for future events, such as earthquakes and hurricanes, demonstrates the importance of hazard mitigation-actions that reduce the long-term risks to life and property from natural hazard events. GAO was asked to examine (1) natural hazards that present a risk to life and property in the United States, areas that are most susceptible to them, factors that may be increasing these risks, and mitigation activities that reduce losses; (2) methods for encouraging and impediments to implementing mitigation activities; and (3) collaborative efforts of federal agencies and other stakeholders to promote mitigation.  To address these objectives, GAO collected and analyzed hazard data, reviewed population information, conducted site visits to locations with comprehensive mitigation programs, and collected information from relevant agencies and officials. GAO recommends that the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), in consultation with other appropriate federal agencies, develop and maintain a national comprehensive strategic framework for mitigation."]

(5)  PREPAREDNESS -- PLANNING:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  The Commonwealth of Massachusetts State

Homeland Security Strategy.   Boston, MA:  Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, September 2007, 31 pages.  Accessed at:

http://boston.com/multimedia/news/2007/homeland_security_strategy.pdf
[Excerpts:  "Our ultimate goal, building on years of experience, is to continue to treat terrorism as a serious threat while building a state-guided all-hazards approach to homeland security that addresses local emergency preparedness needs associated with any and all critical incidents, both natural and man-made. An all-hazards approach empowers multi-jurisdictional and cross-discipline coordination for what are, unfortunately, common incidents - torrential floods, powerful hurricanes, chemical explosions, burning restaurants or warehouses - as well as threats of terrorism....Our obligations, from the state's perspective, whether we are planning for response to a terrorism incident, detecting a potential influenza outbreak, managing a major fire, or preparing for a potential hurricane, are guided by three major goals: 1) to create a common operating picture among all homeland security and public safety stakeholders; 2) to strengthen and expand partnerships across assets and capabilities; and

3) to focus efforts on private sector and public participation in prevention and preparedness....

(6)  VULNERABILITY OF US CITIES TO ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS:

Borden, Kevin A., et al.  "Vulnerability of U.S. Cities to Environmental Hazards."  Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Vol. 4, Issue 2, 2007, 22 pages.  Abstract accessible at: http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol4/iss2/5/
[Abstract:  "As cities continue to increase in size, population diversity, and complexity their vulnerability to future disasters will increase as well. This paper explores the variability in vulnerability to natural hazards among the 132 urban areas using three indices of

vulnerability: social, built environment, and hazard impact. The paper then examines the relative levels of vulnerability compared to federal UASI funding. The paper demonstrates that vulnerability manifests itself as a place-based regional phenomenon, with the most vulnerable cities located in the eastern half of the U.S. The relative importance of the underlying correlates changes from city to city across the United States with social vulnerability assuming greater importance in the South and Southwest, and built environment vulnerability showing regional primacy as the driving indicator among Northeastern and Midwestern cities. Based on this empirical analysis, New Orleans was the most vulnerable urban area in the U.S. yet received only one percent of the preparedness resources awarded by the federal government."]
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