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(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Margetta, Rob. "DHS Complains of Serving Too Many Masters." CQ Homeland Security, 18 Sept. 2007.

[Excerpt:  "In a letter to a key Republican representative, Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff said excess congressional oversight has created a strain on his department that consumes valuable staff time and resources.... 'In my view, the problem is getting worse rather than better,' Chertoff wrote. 'Recent proposals by several committees to remove elements of DHS to other departments or force co-sharing of DHS authorities with other departments seem mainly designed to accommodate competing jurisdictional claims among Congressional committees.'.... Other figures Chertoff cited in the letter include:

* 696 hearings DHS has participated in over the past four years - 159 in 2007, 206 in 2006, 166 in 2005 and 165 in 2004.

* 7,864 briefings to Congress over the same period - 1,793 in 2007, 2,242 in 2006, 2,082 in 2005 and 1,747 in 2004.

* A passage in the 9/11 Commission Act (PL 110-53) that added at least 75 additional congressional reports, for a total requirement of 535 for 2007.

* An "educated guess" that more than 100 of those reports will take at least 300 work hours to complete.

* More than 2,500 congressional letters and requests sent to Chertoff since Feb. 21, 2006, when DHS began tracking the correspondence, and an estimated 6,500 such inquiries received department-wide in 2007.

* 644 Government Accountability Office investigations into DHS since 2004, including 154 in 2007."]

Nicholson, Brendan.  "US Homeland Security Abysmal Failure, Says PM." The Age (Australia), September 19, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/us-homeland-security-abysmal-failure-says-pm/2007/09/18/1189881513992.html# 
[Excerpts:  "PRIME Minister John Howard has lashed the US decision to merge its security and intelligence agencies into a giant Department of Homeland Security, saying the plan was an abysmal failure.... Ridiculing Labor's plans to create new departments and agencies, Mr. Howard taunted the Opposition in Parliament about its plan to follow the US's lead. "Of course, they are going to have a new department of homeland security, which I have to record has been an abysmal failure in the United States," Mr Howard said.... Last year Attorney-General Philip Ruddock also criticised the US creation of a giant Department of Homeland Security, saying it had been a dismal failure."]

(2)  EVACUATION PLANNING IN NEW ORLEANS:

Associated Press.  "N.O. Sets Evacuation Plan For Homeless:  Buses." September 19, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/9869052.html
[Excerpt:  "If a hurricane threatens New Orleans, homeless people can get a free bus ride to a state shelter in a safer area - but they have to get in line early. The buses will begin boarding at the New Orleans Mission 54 hours before a hurricane is expected in the metro area, and will stop 30 hours before the predicted landfall, Thomas Ignelzi, an emergency manager for the city's emergency preparedness office, said Monday.  He told a City Council committee that the Regional Transit Authority will take people from the mission to the New Orleans Arena, where Department of Social Services workers will register them.  Buses provided by the Governor's Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness will then take them to a state shelter, he said.  Those who fail to take advantage of the free service by 30 hours before projected landfall will have to find their own transportation, Ignelzi said, "and there will not be much transportation available then."  

Pickup sites for the elderly and for people who don't own cars were set up at the start of the hurricane season.  Ignelzi said the site for the homeless was added after a nonprofit advocacy group, Unity of Greater New Orleans, pointed out that the homeless population continues to grow and needs special attention. The group has volunteered to find homeless people to tell them about approaching storms and how to get out of town, Ignelzi said Tuesday."]

(3)  FEMA AND RELEASE OF DATA ON LOUISIANA DISASTER ASSISTANCE

APPLICANTS:

FEMA.  FEMA Contacting Louisiana Applicants For Disaster Assistance From 1998 To 2004 About Court Order To Release Personal Information. Washington, DC:  FEMA Press Release, September 19, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=40572
[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is making telephone calls and sending letters to applicants for disaster assistance in Louisiana to inform them that a recent court order has directed the agency to send the addresses of their disaster-damaged homes to certain newspapers in Florida that sued FEMA to get the information. The order to release the information is in connection with four specific disasters in Louisiana; tropical storms Frances and Isidore in 1998 and 2003 respectively, Hurricane Lilli in 2003, and Hurricane Ivan in 2004."]

(4)  HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY HEARING ON THE GRADES ARE IN:

Yesterday before close of business, only the GAO Comptroller's prepared statement before this committee was accessible.  Today, Chairman Thompson's prepared statement and the statement of DHS Under Secretary for Management, Paul A. Schneider, are available as well.

From Chairman Thompson's opening statement:

"...the Department has failed to complete major projects, programs, and plans critical to fulfilling critical homeland security missions....

Mr. Schneider, it did not go unnoticed that the Department chose to send you to defend the Department's four year record when you have only been in your post for nine months.

It should be noted that the Committee sought the attendance of Deputy Secretary Michael Jackson, who has been at the Department since its inception, and who serves as the Department's chief operating officer and is responsible for managing the Department's day-today operations.  Let me state emphatically that the Department must not evade its responsibility to the American people.  The leaders of the Department should be here to account for why they have decided to swap the National Response Plan for a National Response Framework that state and local participants are still confused about....

Now I understand that the Department questions the methodology employed by GAO in compiling its assessment of DHS.  Mr. Schneider, I am prepared to hear the Department's concerns about the GAO but I must warn you that the Department's failure to accomplish its responsibilities to the American people is hardly due to statistical manipulation."

From Undersecretary Schneider's prepared statement:  

"Although the Department has faced numerous challenges during the first four years of this daunting - and critical - undertaking, we have made great progress.....

"The Department also takes strong exception to GAO's assessments within the Emergency Preparedness and Response mission area. In addition to the five performance expectations that GAO recognizes that we have Generally Achieved, we also believe that the Department has Generally Achieved 10 additional performance expectations. The following are some examples in this mission area that reflect the progress we have achieved:

* GAO maintains that the Department has "Generally Not Achieved" the goal of establishing, coordinating, and implementing a single, all hazards national response plan. In fact, the Department issued the National Response Plan in December of 2004. With regard to implementation, the Department has actively trained Federal, state and local government and non-governmental leadership and first responders since the plan's release through a formal roll-out process, an on-line training course, workshops, and regular exercises. GAO's reliance on ongoing efforts to revise and update the NRP as a basis to downgrade the Department's assessment does not reflect the reality that the NRP is a living document that will be regularly reviewed and revised as long as it is in existence. This assessment is an example of GAO's flawed methodology, as it does not take into account the nature of the Department's constantly evolving, yet established programs. Even as the successor to the NRP, called the National Response Framework, has been recently published for public comment, the existing NRP continues to serve as a single, all-hazards national response plan....

"DHS also disagrees with GAO's assessment that the Department has Generally Not Achieved the goal to develop the capacity to provide needed emergency assistance and services in a timely manner to individuals and communities in an emergency event. Critical services, such as improved logistics tracking and capacity, increased disaster victim registration, and robust fraud, waste and abuse protections are in place and fully functional. Recently, FEMA received high marks from the Mayor of Greensburg, Kansas for its rapid response to the tornado which destroyed 90% of the town. Mayor Lonnie McCollum said "As I broke down my back door to go out, there's a fireman from Dodge City, Kansas. He meets me as I'm digging out of the rubble to see if I'm OK. And almost the next person behind him is somebody from FEMA." FEMA is also supporting major planning efforts in the Gulf Coast states to address evacuation needs should another major disaster strike that area. Additionally, the Department has undertaken a number of initiatives such as the National Shelter System with the Red Cross to improve shelter management. FEMA has also engaged in outreach to other Federal agencies to ensure the smooth and responsive coordination of Federal support and has been working closely with highest risk hurricane states on a gap analysis initiative that helps the States identify and address the their strengths and weaknesses."

Both statements can be accessed in the link noted below.

House Committee on Homeland Security.  The Grades are IN! - Is the Department of Homeland Security Measuring Up?  Washington, DC:  Full Committee Hearing, September 18, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://homeland.house.gov/hearings/index.asp?ID=86 ]  
See, also:

Margetta, Rob.  "Blame Flows Freely at Hearing Outlining Progress at DHS."  CQ Homeland Security, September 18, 2007.

[Excerpt:  "Much of Schneider's testimony focused on what he and other DHS officials have called the flawed methodology of the GAO report. He said 'vague, shifty criteria' was used in the investigation, and criticized GAO's decision in late May to move to an assessment system that included only two categories - basically pass or fail.  'In our view, this is like moving the goal post after the game has started,' he said, adding that the system was insufficient to measure DHS progress. Continuing the sports analogies, Walker said DHS did not express its concern with the system until 'very late in the ballgame.' In the end, though, switching to the new system did not make much of a difference in the overall assessment, he said.  Rep. Nita M. Lowey, D-N.Y., said she is troubled that DHS has put more of an emphasis on 'finger-pointing' over the report's methodology than coming up with a plan to address the concerns it raises.  'It seems to me that once again, the department is simply passing the buck,' she said."]

(5)  PANDEMIC:

Goldfrank, Lewis R. and Catharyn T. Liverman, Editors.  Preparing for an Influenza Pandemic:  Personal Protective Equipment for Healthcare Workers.  Washington, DC:  Committee on Personal Protective Equipment for Healthcare Workers During an Influenza Pandemic, Institute of Medicine, The National Academies, 258 pages, September 18, 2007. Accessed at:  http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=11980
[Excerpt:  "In 2006, the National Personal Protective Technology Laboratory (NPPTL) at the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) asked the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to conduct a study on the personal protective equipment needed by healthcare workers in the event of an influenza pandemic. The IOM committee determined that there is an urgent need to address the lack of preparedness regarding effective PPE for use in an influenza pandemic. Three critical areas were identified that require expeditious research and policy action: 

Understand influenza transmission

Commit to worker safety and appropriate use of PPE Innovate and strengthen PPE design, testing, and certification."]

(6)  PRINCIPLES OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

The "Principles of Emergency Management" monograph developed by the "Emergency Management Roundtable" group of stakeholders this past year, was briefed to DHS Under Secretary for Management, Paul A. Schneider, here at the Emergency Management Institute by EMI Management.

(7)  WAR ON TERROR:

Phillips, Zack.  "Economist Warns Against Vague Statements on Security Threats."  Government Executive, 13Sep2007. At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=38014&dcn=e_hsw
[Excerpt:  "The government appears to be fighting a data-free war on terror, instead of using data analysis to inform policy decisions, a Princeton economist said this week.  Government officials should avoid making vague statements about terrorism that have little empirical basis, said Alan Krueger, a professor of economics and public affairs at Princeton, at a Tuesday event at the Brookings Institution..."]
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