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(1)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

FEMA.  Dispelling Myths about Flood Insurance (Press Release). Washington, DC:  FEMA, September 14, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=40329
FEMA.  99 Percent of Wisconsin Residents Don't Have Flood Insurance (Press Release).  Washington, DC: FEMA, 12 Sep 2007.  At:

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=40189
(2)  NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS GUIDELINES RELEASED:

Department of Homeland Security.  National Preparedness Guidelines. Washington, DC:  DHS, September 13, 2007, 51 pages.  At:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1189720458491.shtm
[From Press Release:  "The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced today publication of two important tools to organize and synchronize national efforts to strengthen preparedness: (1) the National Preparedness Guidelines, which establish a vision for national preparedness and provide a systematic approach for prioritizing preparedness efforts across the Nation; and (2) the Target Capabilities List, which describes the collective national capabilities required to prevent, protect against, respond to and recover from terrorist attacks, major disasters and other emergencies.

"The National Preparedness Guidelines and Target Capabilities List are the culmination of extensive efforts to define the specific plans and capabilities our nation must possess in order to address catastrophic threats," said Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "These documents will help focus policy, planning and investments at all levels of government and the private sector in order to strengthen our collective capabilities and better prepare for major incidents."

Publication of the Guidelines and Target Capabilities List fulfills a major component of Homeland Security Presidential Directive 8, "National Preparedness," and establishes a framework for understanding what it means for the nation to be prepared for all hazards. There are four critical elements to the National Preparedness Guidelines:

The national preparedness vision, which provides a concise statement of the core preparedness goal for the nation.

The fifteen National Planning Scenarios, which collectively depict the broad range of natural and man-made threats facing our nation and guide overall homeland security planning efforts at all levels of government and with the private sector. They form the basis for national planning, training, investments and exercises needed to prepare for emergencies of all types.

Universal Task List (UTL), which is a menu of some 1,600 unique tasks that can facilitate efforts to prevent, protect against, respond to and recover from the major events that are represented by the National Planning Scenarios. Although no single entity will perform every task, the UTL presents a common language and vocabulary that supports all efforts to coordinate national preparedness activities.

Target Capabilities List (TCL), which defines 37 specific capabilities that states and communities and the private sector should collectively develop in order to respond effectively to disasters. Developed through an extensive process that involved more than 1,500 federal, state and local officials, and more than 120 national associations, the Guidelines replace the Interim National Preparedness Goal issued on March 31, 2005. They also integrate lessons learned following Hurricane Katrina and a 2006 review of states' and major cities' emergency operations and evacuation plans.

(3)  PANDEMIC:

United Kingdom, Cabinet Office.  Exercise Winter Willow Lessons Identified (Pandemic).  London, UK:  Cabinet Office, Department of Health, Health Protection Agency, August 30, 2007, 22 pages.  At:

http://www.ukresilience.info/upload/assets/www.ukresilience.info/winter_willow_lessons.pdf 
[From Foreword:  "Over 5,000 people from a large number of UK organisations representing government, industry and the voluntary sector participated in Exercise Winter Willow, with a common aim to check our preparation for the major disruptive challenges that an influenza pandemic may bring. The Exercise gave us an excellent opportunity to thoroughly test our plans and preparedness and was a huge logistical and organisational feat, which in itself has provided a wealth of learning which can be shared both nationally and internationally.  This report outlines the results of the evaluation of the Exercise, a structured process that has sought to involve all the organisations and participants and has therefore been, of necessity, lengthy. The aim has been to capture learning at all levels and to ensure that there is a clear link between lessons emerging and changes to our plans and procedures. Work is already underway nationally, regionally and locally to take forward the issues identified and to improve our planning and preparedness."]

United Kingdom, Cabinet Office.  Planning for a Possible Influenza Pandemic - A Framework for Planners Preparing to Manage Deaths.  London, UK:  Cabinet Office, August 30, 2007, 35 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ukresilience.info/news/manage_deaths_guidance.aspx
State of Utah, Department of Health.  Pandemic Influenza Website.

Accessed at:  http://pandemicflu.utah.gov/
[Includes:  Utah Pandemic Influenza Response Plan, August 28, 2007 Revised Draft.]

(4)  PRINCIPLES OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Received today from the Emergency Management Roundtable group copies of two documents approved at this week's meeting:  One, a one-page statement of the Principles of Emergency Management, and two, a 9-page expansion of the Principles of Emergency Management into a brochure-sized document.  Both documents were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Project website -- Principles of EM section, where they should be accessible in their finalized form shortly.

(5)  TENTH ANNUAL FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE PAPERS BOOK:

Met today with Gerry Hoetmer, Executive Director of the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) and his Assistant, Jessica Hubbard, who has taken on as her major project with PERI, the design, development, editing, and publication of a PERI book based upon papers and presentations delivered at last June's 10th Annual FEMA EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Plan to develop letters shortly to go to those speakers paper presenters who will be asked to contribute to this project.  Gerry Hoetmer's aim is to complete this project in time to present at the next EM HiEd Conference, June 2-5, 2008.

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
