October 26, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CONGRESS OF CITIES CONFERENCE, NEW ORLEANS, NOVEMBER 13-17, 2007:

PRNewswire. "Nation's City Leaders to Focus on Disaster Preparedness, Innovation in New Orleans."  Washington, DS:  Press Release, October 25, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://thebreakingnews.com/showarticle.php?articleID=6478
[Excerpt:  "Leadership and innovation, emergency preparedness, and 'going green' will be the focus of the upcoming Congress of Cities, sponsored by the National League of Cities (NLC) in New Orleans, November 13 - 17, expected to be the largest gathering of municipal officials prior to the upcoming presidential primary elections.... More than 40 workshops will be offered on a variety of issues facing cities, including climate change and sustainability, emergency preparedness, changing public finances, public safety, and transportation funding, along with several "mobile" workshops that will take participants into New Orleans and surrounding parishes for up-close learning on disaster preparedness, recovery and social programs."]

(2)  FEMA:

Kamen, Al.  "FEMA Meets The Press, Which Happens To Be...FEMA." Washington Post, October 26, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/25/AR2007102502488.html 
[Excerpt:  "FEMA has truly learned the lessons of Katrina. Even its handling of the media has improved dramatically. For example, as the California wildfires raged Tuesday, Vice Adm. Harvey E. Johnson, the deputy administrator, had a 1 p.m. news briefing. Reporters were given only 15 minutes' notice of the briefing, making it unlikely many could show up at FEMA's Southwest D.C. offices. They were given an 800 number to call in, though it was a "listen only" line, the notice said -- no questions. Parts of the briefing were carried live on Fox News, MSNBC and other outlets. Johnson stood behind a lectern and began with an overview before saying he would take a few questions....But something didn't seem right. The reporters were lobbing too many softballs....And the media seemed to be giving Johnson all day to wax on and on about FEMA's greatness.... Of course, that could be because the questions were asked by FEMA staffers playing reporters. We're told the questions were asked by Cindy Taylor, FEMA's deputy director of external affairs, and by 'Mike' Widomski, the deputy director of public affairs. Director of External Affairs John 'Pat' Philbin asked a question, and another came, we understand, from someone who sounds like press aide Ali Kirin."]

(3)  NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK AND IAEM COMMENTARY:

International Association of Emergency Managers.   News Release: IAEM

Meets with DHS as Comment Period Ends to Discuss Opportunities to Improve the National Response Framework.  Falls Church, VA:  IAEM, October 25, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.iaem.com/documents/IAEMnewsrelease102507.pdf
[Excerpt:  "As preparations are made to finalize the NRF, IAEM suggested ways to address the concerns expressed by local emergency management professionals, such as:

DHS should ensure that the NRF is consistent with the Post-Katrina Reform Act, particularly the authority and responsibilities.

Local plans should be made according to Hazard Identification and Risk Analyses (HIRAs).

The NRF lists 15 scenarios; additional planning would incorporate only those scenarios that actually apply to the local jurisdiction. (Federal planning, of course, should maintain a disciplined focus on all of the 15 scenarios.)

State and local emergency managers should be notified when ESF/playbook changes occur.

A decision should be made on whether tribal nations will be treated as a local or state entity in the disaster process."]

(4)  NORTHCOM AND CIVIL SUPPORT:

United States Northern Command.  "General Renauart's Address to the National Guard Association of the United States."  Peterson Air Force Base, CO:  NORTHCOM, August 27, 2007, 8 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.northcom.mil/News/Transcripts/102707.html
[Excerpt:  "There are some who will say...I just don't know what USNORTHCOM does.... It's not invading a state.  It's not bringing forces to bear that are somehow going to take charge.  It is bringing capability and capacity at the right time at the right place, not overwhelming the receiving state, but bringing in something that's sorely needed and that will help change the course of the event as it's developing. The governor is the commander in his or her state.  I got that.  I'm not looking for USNORTHCOM to get a lot of publicity.  What I'm looking for is to ensure that when... [a Governor] needs it, we can provide it..... 

I use the analogy of the sixth man [Basketball analogy] for USNORTHCOM's role within the defense support to civil authorities.  We're not the starters.  Those first responders are.  That fire chief that's sitting in a quiet firehouse somewhere who gets that first call and charges out into something that he doesn't really know what to expect until he gets there.  That's the first responder.  That's the starter of this team. 

But it grows from that.  It grows into state response agencies, it grows into the National Guard, it grows into EMAC [Emergency Management Assistance Compact] should that be required.  At some point, if the disaster or crisis is big enough or unique enough, it will grow to something that requires federal assistance.  DHS and FEMA come in.

They're partnered with our defense coordinating officer that we put in each of our FEMA regions.  They take a look and go, I think DOD can offer you something unique that you don't have here.  And again I would say divers or additional cybernet capability, some of the things that may not be resident within the state or the federal response agencies.

That's what we are prepared to bring. So being that sixth man is important for us."']  [General Gene Renuart (USAF), is the Commander of USNORTHCOM.]

(5)  PANDEMIC:

Center For Infectious Disease Research & Policy (CIDRAP).  Pandemic Influenza.  University of Minnesota, CIDRAP, October 15, 2007 update. Accessed at:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/biofacts/panflu.html#_Historical_Perspective_1 
[Excerpt:  "Lessons from Past Pandemics:  In a recent report issued in January 2005, WHO officials identified key lessons from the three pandemics of the past century (see References: WHO: Avian influenza: assessing the pandemic threat). These lessons are summarized as follows.

Pandemics behave as unpredictably as the viruses that cause them. During the previous century, great variations were seen in mortality, severity of illness, and patterns of spread. 

One consistent feature important for pandemic preparedness planning is the rapid surge in the number of cases and their exponential increase over a very brief time, often measured in weeks.

Apart from the inherent lethality of the virus, its capacity to cause severe disease in non-traditional age groups, namely young adults, is a major determinant of a pandemic's overall impact. 

The epidemiologic potential of a virus tends to unfold in waves.

Subsequent waves have tended to be more severe. 

Virologic surveillance, as conducted by the WHO Laboratory Network, has performed a vital function in rapidly confirming the onset of pandemics.

Most pandemics have originated in parts of Asia where dense populations of humans live in close proximity to ducks and pigs. 

Some public health interventions may have delayed the international spread of past pandemics, but could not stop them. 

Delaying spread is desirable, as it can flatten the epidemiological peak, thus distributing cases over a longer period of time. 

The impact of vaccines on a pandemic, through potentially great, remains to be demonstrated. In 1957 and 1968, vaccine manufacturers responded rapidly, but limited production capacity resulted in the arrival of inadequate quantities too late to have an impact. 

Countries with domestic manufacturing capacity will be the first to receive vaccines. 

The tendency of pandemics to be most severe in later waves may extend the time before large supplies of vaccine are needed to prevent severe disease in high-risk populations. 

In the best-case scenario, a pandemic will cause excess mortality at the extremes of the lifespan and in persons with underlying chronic disease.

Countries with good programs for yearly influenza vaccinations will have experience with the logistics of vaccinations for these populations."] 

Trust for America's Health and American Academy of Pediatrics.  Pandemic

Influenza: Warning, Children At-Risk.  Washington, DC:  October 2007, 31 pages.  Accessed at: http://healthyamericans.org/reports/fluchildren/KidsPandemicFlu.pdf
(6)  PRIMARY CARE AND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE RESULTS:

"On September 19, 2007, PCDC [Primary Care Development Corporation] held a first-in-the-nation summit to address emergency preparedness and primary care. 

For the first time, experts in the emergency preparedness sector, primary care, hospitals and major health systems, academia, and city, state and national elected officials gathered together to discuss and learn from one another about how best to bolster primary care to prepare us in the event of a emergency; natural or manmade. Approximately 150 people attended from 10 states, and 8 primary care associations were represented.  

Experts on emergency preparedness headlined three separate discussions in addition to multiple breakout groups throughout the day. Opening the summit, Dr. Jon Khrohmer, the Department of Homeland Security's Deputy Chief Medical Examiner spoke of the critical importance of primary care in any disaster that cities across the country could face Theresa Bischoff, CEO of the American Red Cross in Greater New York delivered the lunch plenary session discussing how to best forge partnerships among sectors to effectively handle emergencies. The final session of the day featured a dynamic panel focusing on the problems experienced in the primary care sector throughout New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The speakers shared their first-hand experience meeting the needs of their communities during and following the event and engaged in discussion with the audience regarding their lessons learned."

[Presentations and additional information can be accessed at:

http://www.pcdcny.org/resources/2007NationalSummitonPrimaryEmergencyPreparedness.html] 
(7)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Capital Area Chapter (FL) American Red Cross.  "Hurricane Westy:  A Retirement Community Tabletop Exercise."  October 10, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://redcross.tallytown.com/westy/
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