October 25, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Report
(1) CATASTROPHE:

Moss, Mitchell L., Charles Shalhamer.  The Stafford Act:  Priorities for Reform - Cities, Communications and Catastrophe: Improving Robustness and Resiliency.  New York, NY:  New York University, Center for Catastrophe Preparedness and Response, September 6, 2007, 29 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.nyu.edu/ccpr/pubs/Report_StaffordActReform_MitchellMoss_10.03.07.pdf 
[Excerpt: "The Stafford Act establishes two incident levels - emergencies and major disasters. Emergencies tend to be smaller events where a limited federal role will suffice. Major disasters are larger events - but this can run the gamut from a blizzard in Buffalo to a major earthquake in southern California that affects millions. In other words, no distinction, and no special response, is provided in the Stafford Act following catastrophes such as major earthquakes and hurricanes. The Stafford Act should be amended to establish a response level for catastrophic events. The Stafford Act does not adequately recognize 21st century threats. For example, the definition of a major disaster does not cover chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear attacks or accidents. The act should further be amended to encompass 21st century threats."]

(2)  SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES:

Treaster, Joseph B.  "Fires' Cost to Insurers Is in Range of $1 Billion."  New York Times, October 25, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/25/us/25insure.html?_r=1&ex=1351051200&en=2cce4ba501a9e24c&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&oref=slogin 
(3)  STAFFORD ACT:

FEMA has incorporated changes to the Stafford Act as a result of recent legislation -- such as the Post Katrina FEMA Reform Act -- into FEMA 592:

FEMA.  Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as amended, and Related Authorities (FEMA 592).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, June 2007, 125 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/stafford_act.pdf
[Note:  In relation to the first item in today's EM HiEd Report, it is relevant to note that the Post Katrina FEMA Reform Act (Stafford Act modifications now incorporated into the document referenced here) apparently requires States to develop Catastrophic Incident Annexes as a condition of receiving P&A (EMPG) funding:  

"(c) Catastrophic Incident Annex -

(1) Consistency - A catastrophic incident annex submitted under subsection (b) (3) shall be -

(A) modeled after the catastrophic incident annex of the National Response Plan; and (B) consistent with the national preparedness goal established under section 643 of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006, the National Incident Management System, the National Response Plan, and other related plans and strategies. (2) Consultation - In developing a catastrophic incident annex submitted under subsection (b)(3), a State shall consult with and seek appropriate comments from local governments, emergency response providers, locally governed multijurisdictional councils of government, and regional planning commissions." (p.61)]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
