October 23, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  FEMA ESTABLISHES PRIVATE SECTOR OFFICE:

Received following memorandum today (October 23, 2007) to FEMA employees, from John Philbin, Director of FEMA's Office of External Affairs:

"The Post Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act and associated FEMA reorganization established FEMA's Office of External Affairs, which includes the Offices of Legislative Affairs, Public Affairs, Intergovernmental Affairs and International Affairs.  Over the last year, as we have made progress on building New FEMA it has become increasingly apparent that we needed to dedicate resource(s) to building a more effective bridge to the private sector. 

As a result, I am pleased to announce that FEMA has established a Private Sector Office, which will serve as the entrée for private sector innovation and networking within FEMA.  This office will serve as the venue for the kind of "give-and-take" that we hope to have with our private sector partners.  Specifically, we intend to foster a two-way exchange of information with our private sector partners, and in doing so we will focus on three main goals. 

First, we will build a private sector "network" and develop functional relationships with major companies and universities.  Second, we will identify private sector best practices to improve FEMA processes across the board and to delivery better service to our customers.  Third, we will engage with the private sector to help organizations better understand the contributions they can make to effective emergency response and recovery activities. 

This office will be led by Cindy Taylor, who has served as FEMA's deputy director of Public Affairs for the past four years, and will be located in the Office of External Affairs.  Cindy brings a solid understanding of FEMA policies, programs and operations and direct experience in working with the private sector through her work with Project Impact and the Citizen Corps program. 

As we work to stand up this new capability, we will be looking at private sector engagement models across the government and reaching out to FEMA's directorates and program offices.  We plan to provide a location for FEMA programs to consult when considering best practices that support our requirements to bring the vision of New FEMA to fruition in interacting with the private sector.  

I do want to clarify, however, that the FEMA PSO is not intended to handle, nor will it be designed or capable of handling, acquisition related requests from the private sector.  The FEMA Office of Acquisitions remains the central point of contact for all such requests and inquiries."

(2)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Frietag, Bob.  "The NFIP and Climate Change:  Is Flood Risk Misrepresented by Static Maps?"  ASFPM News & Views, Vol. 19, No. 5, October 2007.

(3)  HAZUS MATERIAL AVAILABLE:

FEMA.  "HAZUS-MH MR2 and MR3 Updates Available Now."  FEMA Announcement, October 23, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3022
"The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), along with the National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS), is pleased to announce the latest release of HAZUS-MH. In this newest version MR3, the Flood Model will run building analyses faster and users will import user-supplied flood maps and flood depth grids. The Hurricane Model boasts an updated and revised historical database that includes storms from 2004 and 2005. New vulnerability functions will permit calculation of additional losses to manufactured housing due to tree blowdown. Changes to the Earthquake Model include adjustable population distribution parameters in the casualty module and the elimination of partial ignitions in the fire-following module."

FEMA.  "HAZUS User Groups Success Story: CHUG, Expanding HAZUS Use in FEMA Region 5."  Announcement, October 22, 2007.  At:  http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3021
"The CHUG (Central HAZUS Users Group) provides a means of collaboration between HAZUS-MH users within FEMA Region 5. The main goal of the CHUG is to maximize the potential of HAZUS-MH within the region. Sharing the successes and challenges between users helps bring the entire region together in planning for natural disasters"

FEMA.  "HAZUS User Groups Success Story: ORHUG, Geologic Hazards and Future Earthquake Damage and Loss Estimates for Six Counties In the Mid/Southern Willamette Valley, Oregon."  October 23, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3020
"Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Studies (DOGAMI) partnered with Oregon Emergency Management (OEM) and the Oregon Natural Hazards Workgroup (ONHW) at the University of Oregon to assist local communities with their Pre-Disaster Mitigation plans. As of April 2006, 18 of Oregon's 36 counties have FEMA-approved natural hazard mitigation plans. The goal of the DOGAMI-ONHW-OEM partnership is to assist all remaining counties in the state to develop plans by 2010 utilizing this approach."

FEMA:  "HAZUS User Groups Success Story: NVHUG, Loss-Estimation Modeling of Earthquake Scenarios for Each County in Nevada."  October 23, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3019
"With the support of the Nevada Division of Emergency Management the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology (NBMG) conducted a project to model the potential earthquake loss in each county in the state of Nevada using HAZUS-MH. Potential earthquake faults that are located near each County seat where selected as the basis for each County HAZUS-MH model. The results generated by HAZUS-MH for this project, including statistics and maps, have been made available to the Nevada HAZUS User Group and to the general public via the Web."

(4)  HISTORICAL INTEREST -- ON LEADERSHIP, CUSTOMER SERVICE, AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS:

Was surfing the web for something else last night and came across a transcription of a speech by previous FEMA Director James Lee Witt, that I do not recall reading at the time -- though others might find it of interest.

Witt, James Lee.  "Communicating Our Leadership to the Public:  Remarks by James Lee Witt, Director, FEMA."  Discovery 2000 (National Park Service General Conference), September 14, 2000. Accessed at:   http://www.nps.gov/discovery2000/leader/plenary-2.htm
(5)  NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK:

Suburban Emergency Management Project.  What is the New National Response Framework?  October 21, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.semp.us/publications/biot_reader.php?BiotID=472
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