October 19, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EARTHQUAKE HAZARD:

National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP).  Annual Report of the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program To Accompany the President's Budget Request to Congress for Fiscal Year 2008.  Washington, DC:  NEHRP, March 2007, 72 pages. http://www.nehrp.gov/pdf/2007NEHRPAnnualReport.pdf
[From Preface:  "Earthquakes represent the largest single potential source for casualties and damage from a natural hazard in the United States. Although damaging earthquakes occur infrequently, they strike without warning, resulting in catastrophic consequences. "When the Big One Strikes Again," a regional scenario developed for last year's Quake

'06 conference, projects that the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake, if it would occur today, would affect nearly 10 million residents within a 19 county area and would cost between $90 and $120 billion to repair or replace more than 90,000 damaged buildings and their contents. Depending upon when the earthquake occurs-day or night-building collapses would cause 800 to 3,400 deaths.

Although earthquakes cannot be prevented, their impact on life and property can be managed to a large degree. The National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP), which is authorized by the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-124), as amended, seeks to mitigate earthquake losses in the United States through both basic and directed research and implementation activities in the fields of earthquake science and engineering."

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND RELATED REFERENCES:

The EMI Webmaster has uploaded to the EM HiEd Website an updated version of the EM and Related References -- now at 622 pages. Found in the EM References tab on the EM HiEd Project website, or by going to:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Wayne%20Bibliography.pdf
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TERMS AND DEFINITIONS:

The Terms and Definitions document has also been updated on the website

-- EM References section -- and is now at 237 pages.  It can be accessed directly at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Select%20EM-Related%20Terms%20and%20Definitions.doc   
(4)  LAKESHORE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, Cleveland, WI -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AD STARTED:

The EM HiEd Project Assistant received news from Rich Hoerth, Dean Public Safety, Lakeshore Technical College to the effect that the school recently received formal approval for the Emergency Management Associate Degree Program from Wisconsin Technical College System office.  The program began on August 27, 2007. Dean Hoerth can be reached at: Rich.Hoerth@gotoltc.edu 
(5)  NATIONAL PERISHIP AWARD, DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIPS IN HAZARDS, RISK, AND DISASTERS:

Received today the following flier along with a request to share it with the EM HiEd List serve:

"The Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI) and Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder with support from the National Science Foundation (NSF) and Swiss Re has established a program that awards dissertation fellowships for work in all aspects of natural and human-made hazards, risk, and disasters in all disciplines.  

Eligibility: The award is open to individuals in any discipline, including the natural and physical sciences, social and behavioral sciences, specialties in engineering, or interdisciplinary programs such as environmental studies, who are conducting research in hazards, risk, or disasters. Fellowship candidates must be ABD (all but dissertation) at a U.S. institution by the application deadline with an approved dissertation proposal. Non-U.S. citizens may apply as long as the doctorate degree will be granted by a U.S. institution.

Fellowship Description:  Up to 6 grants each up to $10,000 each will be awarded in 2007/8 to doctoral students to support their dissertation work on natural and human-made hazards, risk, and disasters in any relevant field of the natural and physical sciences, social and behavioral sciences, specialties in engineering, or interdisciplinary programs such as environmental studies. The grants are flexible and can be used for data collection, travel for field work, or for presentation of findings at meetings, purchase of software, data entry assistance, statistical analysis services, or a combination of these or other similar purposes (but, NOT for stipends or tuition).

Application Materials:  Graduate students interested in applying should submit the following:

A curriculum vitae including current contact information, primary disciplinary of dissertation work, educational background, professional experience, publications (completed and in progress), and honors and awards received. You must also indicate whether you are a U.S. citizen, resident alien, or a international student with only a student visa.

Dissertation Summary. A 3-page summary (limit: 3 pages, single-spaced, 1-inch margins, including graphics, but not including references) of the dissertation research covering: 1) the problem and purpose; 2) the theoretical significance and hypotheses; 3) the methods, including research design and data collection plan; 4) data analysis plan; and 5) anticipated findings, including theoretical and applied significance. This will be read by people in multiple disciplines, so discipline-specific jargon should be minimized.

A narrative proposal for the fellowship award, including use to which funds will be put, relevance to the dissertation research (especially linking to hazards research), and importance of the work (limit: 3 pages, single-spaced, 1-inch margins, including graphics, but not including references).

Budget for expenditure of funds requested (not to exceed $10,000), including a summary page and a budget justification for the following

categories: equipment, travel, participant support (for qualitative research), and materials and supplies.

Schedule for conduct and completion of work.

Agreement of dissertation advisor. The letter should affirm the advisor's commitment to oversee the student and his or her completion of the proposed dissertation research, and testify that the student is prepared, according to the requirements of that particular academic department, to conduct the dissertation research. This should be submitted with the entire packet, not separately.

Advisor's brief curriculum vitae (limited to 2-pages), including current contact information.

Dissertation prospectus approval form signed by the entire committee.

The entire prospectus should not be submitted, simply the approval form.

Names and e-mail address of two potential referees. These should be people who are leaders in your field. In addition, they should meet the following criteria: a) you do not have a personal connection, b) you have not published or obtained funding with them, and c) they are not a primary advisor or mentor.

Application Deadline:  Application materials for the 2007/8 fellowships must be received in digital form (in Adobe Acrobat .pdf only, as a single file) by 5:00pm EST on February 1, 2008, to periship@riskinstitute.org. Hardcopy applications will not be accepted. 

Awards will be announced in May, 2008."

(6)  PANDEMIC:

FEMA.  Preparing the National Capital Region for a Pandemic (Statement of Mr. Christopher T. Geldart, Director, Office of National Capital Region Coordination, FEMA/DHS).  FEMA, October 2, 2007, 6 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/media/2007/testimony_geldart.pdf
(7)  REGIONAL DISASTER RESILIENCE:

The Infrastructure Security Partnership (TISP).  Regional Disaster Resilience:  A Guide for Developing an Action Plan.  Reston, VA: American Society of Civil Engineers, June 2006, 44 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.tisp.org/rdr_guide
[Excerpt:  "Regional Disaster Resilience: A Guide for Developing an Action Plan provides a much-needed strategy to develop the level of preparedness necessary for communities to adequately deal with major disasters in today's complex and interdependent world. The guide is meant for use by government, private-sector, and other organizations with specific missions or vested interests in assuring that the regions in which they reside can withstand the effects of multihazards and respond and recover rapidly when disasters strike. The guide provides key definitions and a set of common assumptions that underpin regional disaster resilience. Using a simple, practical how-to approach, the guide lists 12 categories of typical "needs" gleaned from lessons learned from previous disasters-natural and man-made. The guide recommends short-term, medium-term, and long-term activities to address these respective shortfalls. A website devoted to best practices/solutions and related resources mapped to the recommended activities in the guide is under development at www.tisp.org. The aim is to provide users of the guide with the ability to examine and customize approaches, tools, and technologies already developed to foster standardization across interdependent infrastructures and regions and to avoid reinventing the wheel. The guide will be updated as needed to reflect new information on needs, activities, and solutions."]

[About the TISP:  "The Infrastructure Security Partnership (TISP) was established following the tragic events of September 11, 2001, as a national forum for public and private-sector organizations to collaborate on issues regarding the resilience of the nation's critical infrastructure against the adverse impacts of natural and man-made disasters. TISP members-who represent the design, construction, operation, and maintenance communities; local, state, and federal agencies; academe; and other organizations concerned about disaster preparedness, response, and recovery-work together to identify and develop costeffective solutions by leveraging their collective resources, experience, technical expertise, research and development capabilities, and knowledge of public policy regarding natural and man-made disasters. Since its establishment, membership has grown to more than 100 organizations representing more than 1.5 million individuals and firms."]
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