October 15, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CATASTROPHE PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE -- COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT FOCUS GROUP:



Coordinated today with lead course developer, Dr. Richard Bissell at the University of Maryland Baltimore County, on the agenda for this week's Focus Group meeting here at EMI on the 17th and 18th.  The course development team will meet with myself and with a small number of interested parties to discuss how this college course development project should unfold over the next 18 months.

(2)  COLLEGIATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STUDENTS:

Noted in this year's recently released IAEM Annual Report that the largest IAEM Region is Region XII -- the Emergency Management Student Region: "The largest region is the Student Region, with 767 members, representing a growth of 109% during the fiscal year. Region 4 is the second largest region (490 members), followed by Region 3 (476 members) and Region 9 (318 members)."  In other words not only is the Emergency Management Student Region the largest Region in the IAEM, but the second and third largest Regions are not even close.  

"IAEM's final roster for 2006-07 included 3,149 paying members, an increase of 266 over 2005-06 (almost 10% membership growth) as of May 31, 2007."  In other words, while IAEM general membership grew roughly 10% in the past year, the student membership grew by 109% and now represents not only the largest Region, but almost 25% of the total membership!  Way-to-go Emergency Management Collegiate Students and Programs.  I hear from many faculty members associated with collegiate Emergency Management programs on their efforts to encourage their students to join IAEM and go to IAEM conferences and meetings -- as well, now, as to the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference -- June 2-5, 2008 will be the next one.

The report:  International Association of Emergency Managers. Annual Report 2006-2007 -- Partners in Emergency Management:  Working Together. 2007, 16 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.iaem.com/about/AnnualReport/documents/IAEMAnnualReport2006-2007.pdf 
(3)  TERRORISM VERSUS ALL-HAZARDS FOCUS:

Noted the following language on the Homepage of the Bay Area SUASI (Super Urban Area Security Initiative), which received $20 million from the Department of Homeland Security recently:

"The SUASI Program provides financial assistance to address the unique multi-disciplinary planning, operations, equipment, training and exercise needs of high-threat, high-density urban areas, and to assist them in building and sustaining capabilities to prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from threats or acts of terrorism.

SUASI funding remains primarily focused on enhancing capabilities to address CBRNE, agriculture and cyber-terrorism incidents; however, in support of national ongoing preparedness initiatives addressing such issues as pandemic influenza and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the allowable scope of SUASI Program activities was expanded, provided that these activities also build capabilities that relate to terrorism."

Reminiscent of the "Dual-Use" language created in the late 1970s-early 1980s time frame to deal with growing criticism of State and local officials on the restrictions attached to the use of nuclear attack related civil defense funding from the federal government.  The Dual Use compromise eventually worked out was that nuclear attack (national

security) civil defense federal funding could be used for all-hazards purposes as well as for specific natural or technological hazard purposes to the extent that such activity "was consistent with, contributed to, and did not detract from" nuclear attack preparedness.  

The SUASI URL is:  http://www.bayareasuasi.org/intranet/login.asp
(4)  WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL STRATEGY ON HOMELAND SECURITY -- AND DHS:

New York Times.  "Homeland Bunkers and Alien Litterbugs."  October 13, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/13/opinion/13sat3.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt:  "It's taken five years, but the White House has finally updated the nation's homeland security strategy, belatedly conceding that natural catastrophes like Hurricane Katrina deserve the same sort of high-level brain storming as the threat of terrorism. The 53-page policy can be read as a valedictory for a fading administration's mishaps as much as an all-points bulletin on future threats. It's a reminder of what a muddle the massive homeland superagency remains.  Galvanizing the department with effective leadership should be high on the national agenda for the roaming throng of presidential candidates.

The current homeland security secretary, Michael Chertoff, was memorably overwhelmed by Katrina, and he has since been too often a study in executive whimsy."] 

Weigelt, Matthew.  "Homeland Security Plan Draws Fire."  Federal Communication Week, October 15, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.fcw.com/online/news/150514-1.html
[Excerpt:  "When the White House released an updated National Strategy for Homeland Security last week, a reporter asked, "Where's the beef?" It's in a strategy document written in 2002."]
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