October 12, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  BILLION DOLLAR U.S. DISASTERS:

The EMI Webmaster has uploaded a compilation of 100 $1 billion dollar or more U.S. disasters put together recently based mostly on a Spring 2007 NOAA NCDC document on billion dollar U.S. weather disasters (70 of them since 1980).  This document expands upon that work in three ways (1) adding weather related billion dollar disasters prior to 1980, (2) adding other than weather-related U.S. billion dollar disasters - such as the Northridge Earthquake and the 9/11 Terrorist Attacks -- and (3) adding other at-hand statistics on the same disasters treated by the NCDC.  This document is merely a compilation of data found in a variety of places and reflected in the sources section.  There is no attempt at yet in this document to address a myriad of substantial definitional and data quality and comparison issues.  However, it is nonetheless believed that such a compilation might well be of utility in introductory emergency management college courses to bring awareness to the large number, variety and geographical location of disasters with large economic losses ($1 billion or more) in U.S. history.  This document has been uploaded to the "Free College Courses" tab -- Courses Under Development sub-tab -- Introduction to EM Draft course -- Appendices Section -- or at:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/hazdem/Billion%20Dollar%20U.S.%20Disasters.doc 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND RELATED REFERENCES DOCUMENT:

An updated version of this document, as of October 4, 2007, has been posted on the EM HiEd Project website -- EM References tab -- to replace the previous version.  The new version is now at 617 pages and can be accessed at:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Wayne%20Bibliography.pdf
(3)  MITIGATION:  

Shaw, Hank.  "Flood-Control Bills OK'd."  Stockton Record (CA), October 11, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.recordnet.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071011/A_NEWS/710110334  

[Excerpt:  "Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law Wednesday a series of landmark flood-control bills that could shift development out of flood plains and double the strength of the levees protecting Central Valley cities.  "California's Central Valley has thousands of miles of levees protecting millions of residents, and we expect millions more in the coming decades," Schwarzenegger said Wednesday at a news conference held next to levees protecting a Sacramento subdivision. "We want to make sure the tragedies of Hurricane Katrina do not happen here if there is an earthquake or other natural disaster.".... Taken together, the new laws have the potential to bring millions in levee-repair money to San Joaquin County, alter the way cities site new subdivisions in flood plains and strengthen hundreds of miles of levees throughout the county."  

[Note:  The really hard parts are not to become effective until 2015, which gives opponents a few more years to try to make in-roads and reversals.]

(4)  NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR HOMELAND SECURITY:  

Aitoro, Jill R.  "Updated White House Homeland Security Strategy Criticized."  Government Executive, October 10, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/1007/101007j1.htm
[Excerpt:  "Neither the House nor the Senate committees were given advance copies of the document for review, and members of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee did not comment on the strategy because they had yet to fully review it.  Even some of the security experts DHS had consulted with while updating the strategy were unimpressed. Frank Cilluffo, director of the Homeland Security Policy Institute at George Washington University, whom DHS' Townsend said was one of the experts consulted to help develop the new strategy, said the final document does little to advance the plan outlined in the first report five years ago.  "This reads more like a legacy document than a forward reading strategy with ways, means and ends," Cilluffo said. 'There's no solid sense of how it fits into the bigger puzzle. It's not tactical enough to be a plan'."]

Thompson, Bennie G. (Rep.).  "Chairman Thompson Responds to White House Homeland Security Strategy."  October 9, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://homeland.house.gov/press/index.asp?ID=281&SubSection=1&Issue=0&DocumentType=0&PublishDate=0 
[Excerpt:  "'When the U.S. Government releases a strategy document, people take notice. Sadly, any anticipation leading up to the release of this report may have been more exciting than the information contained within it.'  'This document represents a roadmap of broad principles, many of which are commonly supported. The real question is, nearly five years after the Department of Homeland Security was created, what's new in this national strategy and how will it better the national effort to secure the homeland?' asked Rep. Thompson.  'The reality is that this Strategy provides little guidance for the deficiencies already taxing our homeland security capacity, while at the same time, it attempts to define successes in border security, information sharing, and biopreparedness, which have not yet been realized'."]

(5)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Hall, Mimi.  "States Cutting Disaster Red Tape:  Bills Seek Quick OK for Medical Help."  USA Today, October 9, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20071009/1a_lede09_dom.art.htm
[Excerpt:  "Laws aimed at breaking legal hurdles that prevented hundreds of doctors and nurses from volunteering to help Hurricane Katrina victims in 2005 are gaining momentum in states from Oregon to Pennsylvania. The legislation would allow doctors, nurses, pharmacists, coroners, emergency medical technicians and veterinarians who aren't licensed in states struck by disaster to get quick authorization to offer medical help. Laws have been approved in Colorado, Kentucky and Tennessee and are awaiting the governor's signature in California.  Proponents say they expect 20 more states to consider legislation in 2008. Interest stems from the confusion and government red tape that kept volunteer health workers out of New Orleans when flooding wiped out hospitals and left residents desperate for medical care."

Lindlaw, Scott.  "FEMA Shifts, Draws Own Disaster Plans."  October 12, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hvsqfBqon2dMS2P6aw1iSwWl5XeQD8S7EJ300
[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency is quietly drawing up plans for a handful of disasters: devastating earthquakes beneath San Francisco and St. Louis and catastrophic storms in South Florida and Hawaii, FEMA's chief said Thursday.  In a departure from its traditional expectation that states develop such responses, the agency is forming "base plans" for responding to specific calamities, FEMA Administrator R. David Paulison said in an interview Thursday with The Associated Press."]

Ripley, Amanda.  "The Trouble With Terror Drills."  Time, October 12, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1670823,00.html
[Excerpt:  "Like all sequels, TOPOFF 4, the government's upcoming blockbuster counterterrorism exercise, running all next week, will be bigger, scarier and more expensive than the one before. Terrorists will smuggle radioactive material into the United States and then launch three coordinated dirty-bomb attacks in Portland, Phoenix, and Guam.  More than 15,000 people will participate, from Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff to local mayors, police officers and nurses.... Theoretically, it's a great idea, albeit an expensive one ($25 million this year). The most important thing you can do before a disaster is establish relationships among the people who will matter most. As we learned after Hurricane Katrina, the only thing more destructive than storm surges are distrustful, territorial and paranoid bureaucrats. "The last thing you want to see at the scene of a disaster are people exchanging business cards," one emergency preparedness expert once told me. And this particular simulation is unique in that, unlike the hundreds of drills that happen all year round, it involves senior officials (hence the name, TOPOFF, which is short for "Top Officials.") Elected politicians from the city, state and federal level will have to talk to one another and make hard decisions with limited information.  But as we also learned from Katrina, which was preceded a year before by a comprehensive simulation dubbed Hurricane Pam, drills don't always translate into progress. If they're going to work, they have to be realistic - and therein lies the problem with TOPOFF.... Here is what a truly realistic training would look like, Clarke says: not only would the media be invited, but the main players would not know exactly what was going to happen in advance. The element of surprise is what makes terrorism attacks so challenging. So why do we already know that the first dirty bomb will go off in Guam, followed, hours later, by similar attacks in Portland and Phoenix? (This is from a Homeland Security press release, by the way.)" 

(6)  SELECT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND RELATED TERMS AND DEFINITIONS:

Have recently added to this document from the amongst the following sources:

Department of Homeland Security.  Overview:  ESF and Support Annexes Coordinating Federal Assistance In Support of the National Framework (Draft). Washington, DC:  DHS, September 10, 2007, 68 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-overview.pdf
FEMA.  Introducing...National Response Framework.  Washington, DC:

FEMA, September 2007 Draft, 4 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/about_nrf.pdf
FEMA.  National Response Framework -- Comment Draft, September 10, 2007.

http://www.fema.gov/emergency/nrf/
Homeland Security Council.  National Continuity Policy Implementation Plan.  Washington, DC: August, 2007, 97 pages.

National Fire Protection Association.  NFPA 1600:  Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Programs, 2007 Edition.  Quincy, MA:  NFPA, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nfpa.org/catalog/product.asp?pid=160007&src=nfpa&order_src=A292 or

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files//PDF/CodesStandards/1600-2007.pdf
Public Law 109-295 (120 Stat. 1394), Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2007 (also referred to as Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006).  Washington, DC:  October 4, 2006, 109 pages.  Accessed at:

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=109_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ295.109.pdf 
The additions from these, and other documents, have run the Terms and Definitions document up to 183 pages -- accessible at:  

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Select%20EM-Related%20Terms%20and%20Definitions.doc 
Currently working my way through all the documents relating to the National Response Framework found in the NRF Resource Center and will ask the EMI Webmaster to upload that update next week.  That update is currently at 237 pages.  It will be placed within the "EM References" tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage -- same URL as above.

(7) RETIREMENT PLANNING:

Spent October 9th through 11th in a Retirement Seminar -- thus sparse EM HiEd Reports this week.

(8)  TEAM-BASED LEARNING:

Talked today with Beth Wilson Gray, Assistant Professor, Department of Emergency Administration and Management, Arkansas Tech University, about her interest in putting on a Breakout Session at the June 2-5, 2008 11th Annual FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.  As she notes in an email communication concerning the conference, "team-based learning (TBL) in the classroom...[is] particularly effective in teaching emergency management students for a number of reasons.  Most importantly, the teaching/learning strategy develops student skills in the critical EM Core Competencies, particularly: leadership and team-building; management; networking and coordination; and political, bureaucratic, social contexts; and even experience to some degree.... the following are some key aspects to TBL's success. Students work as part of a team for an entire semester.  They are put together the first day using criteria to ensure that the teams are diverse regarding EM experience, age, race, sex, and work experience (which of course emulates a 'real world' work environment).  Through debate, tests, and projects, the teams move rapidly from mere 'groups' of often very diverse individuals into cohesive teams that utilize the members' various strengths."  We also talked about the development of a "case study" on Team-Based Learning for incorporation into the "Experiential Learning" section of the EM HiEd Project website, as well as about students enrolled in the EM program at ATU attending the next conference as volunteers who would assist during the conference.  
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