May 9, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CATASTROPHE PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY:

Financial Services Roundtable.  The Financial Services Roundtable Blue Ribbon Commission on Mega-Catastrophes:  A Call to Action.  Washington, DC:  Financial Services Roundtable, May 2007, 94 pages.  At:

http://www.fsround.org/media/pdfs/FINALmegacat4.pdf
[The opening message from the Commission Chairman Edward B. Rust, Jr., and Vice Chairman Kerry Killinger, defines a Mega-Catastrophe" as "a natural or man-made event that has significant adverse national impacts on economic activity, property or human life."  This introduction goes on to note that the purpose of the Blue Ribbon Commission was to make recommendations to:

* Reduce the impact of mega-catastrophes on human life and the economy.

* Pay for the costs of rebuilding and reconstruction after mega-catastrophes in an efficient and equitable manner.

* Improve the immediate response to and recovery from mega-catastrophes.

"This report covers a range of mega-catastrophes: 

* Hurricane

* Earthquake

* Flood

* Pandemic

* Terrorist Attack"

From May 4, 2007 Press Release:  "Federal, state and local governments, the private sector, and American citizens themselves, must be substantially better prepared to face the devastating impact of future mega-catastrophes Governments at all levels, together with the private sector, must do a better job of attending to the human and economic needs of victims immediately after mega-catastrophes. These are two of the findings released in a new report "A Call To Action" by the Financial Services Roundtable Blue Ribbon Commission on Mega-Catastrophes. The report identifies other disaster preparedness needs and offers 25 recommendations to better prepare the nation for future catastrophes."

Thanks to Eric Holdeman, in his last "Eric's Corner" report from King County Office of Emergency Management (WA) for bringing this to my attention.  Those reports are going to be missed.]

(2)  GREENSBURG KANSAS TORNADO AND NATIONAL GUARD EQUIPMENT

AVAILABILITY:

Saulny, Susan. "Kansas Tornado Renews Debate on Guard at War." New York Times, 9 May 2007. At:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/09/us/09guard.html?_r=1&bl&ex=1178856000&en=08ecb053537c193a&ei=5087%0A&oref=slogin 
White House.  "Press Briefing by Tony Snow."  Washington, DC:  White House, Office of the Press Secretary, May 8, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/05/20070508-2.html
White House.  "Press Gaggle by Tony Snow Aboard Air Force One En Route Wichita, Kansas."  Washington, DC:  White House, May 9, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/05/20070509-1.html
(3)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Williams, Lee, and Mike Chalmers. "Rather Than Let Grants Expire, Police Chiefs Buy Vehicles: Rules Restrict Use to Emergencies, But Some Departments Drive Them Daily." Delmarvanow.com, May 7, 2007.

http://www.delmarvanow.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070507/DW01/70507022/1002/NEWS01 
(4)  KATRINA RECOVERY:

Financial Services Roundtable.  Accelerating the Katrina Recovery (An Interim Report By The Blue Ribbon Commission on Mega-Catastrophes of The Financial Services Roundtable).  Washington, DC:  Financial Services Roundtable.  October 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.fsround.org/publications/pdfs/KATRINAFinalDocument.pdf
(5)  NATIONAL RESPONSE PLAN:

Contra Costa Times (CA, Editorial).  "FEMA Fails Yet Again."  May 9, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.contracostatimes.com/opinion/ci_5853371
(6)  PANDEMIC:

Today the Department of Defense released its August 2006 "Department of Defense Implementation Plan for Pandemic Influenza."  This 87-page document can be accessed at:

http://fhp.osd.mil/aiWatchboard/pdf/DoD_PI_Implementation_Plan_August_2006_Public_Release.pdf 
Financial Services Roundtable.  Preparing For Pandemic Flu:  A Call To Action (An Interim Report by the Blue Ribbon Commission on Mega-Catastrophes of The Financial Services Roundtable).  Washington, DC:  Financial Services Roundtable, November 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.fsround.org/publications/pdfs/PANDEMICFinal.pdf
(7)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Youssef, Nancy A.  "Guard Faces Shortages in Dealing With Natural Disasters."  McClatchy Newspapers, 7 May 2007.

http://www.realcities.com/mld/krwashington/news/nation/17192275.htm
[Excerpt:  "With much of their equipment in Iraq and Afghanistan, state National Guards face profound shortages in responding to natural disasters, particularly as they get ready for the hurricane season, which begins June 1..... Some deficiencies aren't correctable. The Texas National Guard's helicopters, for example, are in Iraq and can't be replaced easily."]

(8)  PUBLIC PREPAREDNESS:

Schrirring, Lisa. "Poll Shows Many Unready for Public Health Crisis."

CIDRAP News, May 8, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/may0807survey.html 
[Excerpt:  "A recent survey sponsored by the American Public Health Association (APHA) indicates that about a third of Americans have made no preparations for a public health emergency and nearly 90% have prepared less than they think they should."]

(9)  TWO KINDS OF LEVEES -- THOSE THAT HAVE FAILED AND THOSE THAT HAVE YET TO FAIL:

Hollingsworth, Heather.  "Burst Levees Cause Replay of Bad Flooding."

Associated Press, May 8, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_5850516
[Excerpt:  "Five burst levees along the Missouri River sent a deluge of water that submerged the tiny town of Big Lake on Tuesday, as thousands in the region fled their homes amid warnings that the flooding could approach the devastation of 1993."]

KMBC (Kansas City, MO).  "Levees Along Missouri River Give Way: More Flooding Possible," May 8, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.thekansascitychannel.com/news/13282066/detail.html
(10)  UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, PUBLIC HEALTH CERTIFICATE IN PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE & RECOVERY:

Received today from Anne Ehrenberg, Academic Programs and Instructional Coordinator, Public Health Practice Major, School of Public Health, University of Minnesota, information to post to the College List, Public Health and Medical section, on the "Public Health Certificate in Preparedness, Response and Recovery" at the University of Minnesota. Amongst the courses offered in this program are:

* Disaster Behavioral Health: An All Hazards Approach

* Incident Management System: The Public Health Role

* Pandemic Influenza Planning: Key Issues in Preparedness for the Next Pandemic

* Planning for Urgent Threats

* Principles of Risk Communication

* Communication and Information Technology Tools for Public Health Preparedness

* Media Relations Practicum: Mass Media Coverage of Risk

* Mass Fatalities Response: When a Nightmare Comes True

* Risk Communication for Underserved and Limited English Populations

* Special Laws in Emergencies

Will be forwarding this material to the EM HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, for the production of a description to go into the College List.  In the meantime, the point of contact for this certificate program is Susan C. Larson, MPH, RN, Education Specialist,

at:  larso346-umn.edu    
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
