May 14, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10th ANNUAL FEMA ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7:

Received from Dr. R. Steven Daniels, Professor, Department of Public Policy and Administration Chair, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) Accreditation Planning Committee California State University-Bakersfield, Bakersfield, CA an abstract for the agenda on his breakout session presentation Thursday, 7th during the 1:00 round of breakout sessions -- on: State and local emergency managers evaluate Katrina response and propose strategies for the revitalization of federal emergency management.  Abstract -Hurricane Katrina Response and Proposed Strategies for the Revitalization of Federal Emergency Management:  This presentation summarizes a survey conducted with state and local emergency managers from April to July 2006.... The survey covered four basic themes: types of catastrophic disaster, quality of local and state emergency plans, effectiveness of Katrina response, and strategies for revitalizing emergency management in the wake of Katrina.  This report focuses on the last two themes: effectiveness of response and strategies for improvement.   The report will supplement the general responses with the rich, thoughtful, detailed responses provided by the majority of respondents.  These responses provide a range of strategies for improving all four stages of emergency management.  The report will compare the proposed strategies to actual changes made in federal emergency management since Katrina, especially in Title VI of P.L. 109-295 (H.R. 5441), the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006.

Added as the "Recorder/Reporter" to the 2:45-4:15, June 7th, Breakout Sessions on "Navigating The Disaster," April Griffin, Emergency and Disaster Management Program Student, State University of New York, Canton College of Technology, Canton, NY.

Added as the "Recorder/Reporter" to the 2:45-4:15, June 7th, Breakout Session "New Perspectives and Approaches in Emergency Management Higher Education," moderated by Dr. David Neal of Oklahoma State University, Carrie Hardy, Emergency Management Graduate Student, Saint Louis University, Saint Louis, MO.

Added as the "Recorder/Reporter" to the 1:00-2:30, June 7th, Breakout Session "Reports on EDEN and Disaster Relief," Jamyr (Angie) A. Henao, Emergency Management Student, Metropolitan College of New York, New York, New York.

Received abstract from Jennifer Holt Thamer, James Lee Witt Associates, Washington, CD and Denver, CO, for the 1:00-2:30, June 7th Breakout Session "Post Katrina IAEM Attitudes, Post Katrina Planning, and PA Winter Disaster Reports" on the topic "Independent Report on the Mid-February 2007 Winter Storm Response for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania." Abstract:  "In the aftermath of Pennsylvania's mid-February Winter Storms, Governor Rendell ordered an after action report on the state's response to the event.  The resulting report evaluated the performance of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, State Police, Department of Transportation, and the National Guard, and identified key areas in need of operational reform.  Not only in Pennsylvania, but in communities and businesses across the US, emergency managers will need to address these same lessons learned in their own roles."

Added as the "Recorder/Reporter" to the 3:10 - 5:00, June 5th Breakout Session "On Risk Communication and Risk Perception," by Dr. Theodore Hogan and Jeanine Neipert, Tom Hughes, Emergency Management Graduate Student, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK

(2)  AMERICAN RED CROSS "OVERHAUL"

Crary, David.  "Bush Signs Red Cross Overhaul Bill."  Associated Press, May 11, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/11/AR2007051101398.html 
[Excerpt:  "President Bush signed a bill into law Friday that overhauls the way the American Red Cross governs itself and streamlines its leadership in an effort to avoid the type of problems that beset its response to Hurricane Katrina."]

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

City of Philadelphia.  City of Philadelphia Emergency Preparedness Review Committee -- Implementation of Recommendations, Second Quarter Progress Report, March 2007.  Philadelphia, PA:  Emergency Preparedness Review Committee, March 2007, 19 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.phila.gov/ready/pdfs/180day%20reportv.2.pdf
[Thanks to Steve Detweiler's Articles of Interest.]

City of Philadelphia.  Ready Or Not? - 90 Day Progress Report. Philadelphia, PA:  City of Philadelphia, Emergency Preparedness Review Committee, October 11, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.phila.gov/ready/pdfs/Philly%20report110206.pdf
County of Fairfax Virginia.  2006 Annual Report on Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Fairfax, VA:  Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management, February 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/oem2006annualreportweb.pdf
[From page 1, on Mission and Vision Statements, Motto, and Values:

Mission Statement:  In cooperation with internal and external partners, we enhance public protective actions and promote domestic preparedness through a comprehensive and effective emergency management program that will adequately mitigate against, prepare for, respond appropriately to and quickly recover from natural, technological and terrorist related emergencies that may impact the residents of Fairfax County.

Vision Statement:  The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) aspires to achieve a proactive, disaster resistant, risk-based emergency management program which will increase planning and operational efficiency prior to and throughout major emergencies. OEM strives to have a premier emergency management system, respected by our peers, partners and residents.

Our Motto:  "Preparedness through Partnerships"

Our core values: Professionalism, Teamwork, Responsiveness and Emergency Leadership

Our focus values:

* Timely response to emergency needs and requirements

* Expertise in emergency/disaster management and contingency management

* Learning and growth for internal and external organizational partners

* Effective communications before, during and after emergencies

* Quality service to our internal and external organizational partners

* Flexible emergency solutions for our residents and partners

* Awareness and respect of individual differences in a culturally diverse community"]

[Thanks to Steve Detweiler's Articles of Interest for this item.]

(4)  HOSPITAL SEISMIC PREPAREDNESS AND SAFETY IN CALIFORNIA;

Meade, Charles and Jonathan Kulick.  SB1953 and the Challenge of Hospital Seismic Safety in California.  Oakland, CA:  California HealthCare Foundation, January 2007, 62 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.chcf.org/documents/hospitals/SB1953Report.pdf  -- related documentation accessible at: http://www.chcf.org/topics/hospitals/index.cfm?itemID=129370
[From Press Release:  "Thirteen years after the devastating Northridge earthquake, a new analysis shows that almost half of California hospitals will not meet seismic safety standards by a 2013 state deadline, according to a report released today by the California HealthCare Foundation. The report by the nonprofit RAND Corporation, a follow-up to a similar 2002 study, finds that upgrading hospital facilities to meet the deadlines set by a 1994 state law known as SB 1953 could total as much as $110 billion. The cost of financing construction upgrades could double the price tag, the RAND report found. The report, Seismic Safety: Will California's Hospitals Be Ready for the Next Big Quake?, will be presented today at a legislative briefing in Sacramento. "Our analysis shows that not only will many hospitals have trouble meeting the near-term deadline, but many may have trouble becoming earthquake safe by the final 2030 deadline," said Charles Meade, lead author of the report and a senior physical scientist at RAND. 'Unfortunately, hospitals face several obstacles that make it difficult for them to comply'."]  [Thanks to Steve Detweiler's Articles of Interest.]

(5)  KATRINA:

Capehart, Jonathan.  "Fed Up in Louisiana."  Washington Post, May 12, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/11/AR200705 1101984.html 
[Excerpt:  "Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco (D) went off. Not in a girls fighting, "Hold my earrings!" kind of way. But in a blunt manner befitting a chief executive who endured the worst natural and engineering disaster in U.S. history, who continues to battle Washington for federal assistance, and who is not running for reelection.... she was not shy about denouncing the bureaucratic roadblocks and the duplicative and sometimes contradictory rules and regulations of the Department of Housing and Urban Development and FEMA for spending the money allocated, that have slowed the pace of recovery. 'It feels like the federal government is choking us to death,' Blanco said. 'And they will not; they are totally resistant to releasing the bonds that hold us. It's like living in a torture chamber'."]

(6)  NATIONAL GUARD DISASTER RESPONSE:

Scharnberg, Kirsten.  "Governors Say War Has Gutted Guard:  States Fear Lack of Disaster Response."  Chicago Tribune, May 13, 2007.  Accessed

at: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0705130001may13,1,2248862.story?ctrack=1&cset=true  
(7)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Fischer, Henry W. III, Katheryn Gregoire, John Scala, Lynn Ettukas, Joseph Mellon, Scott Romaine, and Danielle Turner.  "The Emergency Management Response to Hurricane Katrina: As Told by the First Responders - A Case of What Went Wrong and Recommendations for the Future" (Natural Hazards Center Quick Response Report Number 189). Boulder, CO: University of Colorado at Boulder, Natural Hazards Center, Fall 2006. At: http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/research/qr/qr189/qr189.pdf 
[Thanks to Steve Detweiler's Articles of Interest.]

(8)  SPECIAL POPULATIONS:

City of Los Angeles.  Emergency Preparedness for People With Disabilities.  City of Los Angeses, Department on Disability, April 2001, 36 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.lacity.org/dod/indexpage/dodindexpage169439091_07102006.pdf
[Thanks to Steve Detweitler's "Articles of Interest" for this item.]
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