May 10, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report
(1)  10th ANNUAL FEMA ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONF., JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Accepted offer of Dr. Christine G. Springer to moderate and facilitate the "FEMA Legislative History, Disasters and the Law, and Post-Katrina Law/Legislation" Breakout Session, Tuesday June 5th, from 1:00 - 2:50. Dr. Springer is the Director of the Executive Master of Science in Crisis and Emergency Management (ECEM) at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), Department of Public Administration, Greenspun College of Urban Affairs, Las Vegas, Nevada, and can be reached at:

christine.springer@unlv.edu or cggs@aol.com 
Added Dr. William Waugh, Jr. of Georgia State University, to the "Emergency Management and Related Books" Breakout Session to discuss the forthcoming ICMA revised "Principles and Practice of Emergency Management" greenbook -- Dr. Waugh is the editor.

Added to the "Growing Existing Emergency Management Collegiate Programs - Upper Division & Graduate Levels - What Works?" Breakout Session, moderated by Dr. Daniel Klenow of North Dakota Sate University, John J. Kiefer, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Master of Public Administration Program, University of New Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana -- on: 

From Lessons-Learned to Lessons-Taught:  Post-Katrina Implications for University Hazard-Related Curricula

"This paper will utilize and integrate several recently completed or ongoing studies conducted by the author to suggest how university curricula can reflect the lessons-learned from Katrina.  The paper begins by discussing the results of a recent purposeful sample of emergency managers from 38 municipalities along both the Gulf and Atlantic coasts.  The survey's purpose was to determine how post-Katrina lessons learned were being utilized by the emergency management community and identify potential implementation barriers.  A follow-up series of interviews was conducted of members of the SouthEastern Louisiana Hurricane Task Force, an organization consisting of 18 area emergency managers, to determine the most important skill sets necessary in post-Katrina Louisiana's emergency management community.  Based on lessons-learned and core skills identified as critically needed in the emergency management community, suggested academic content and competencies will be provided."

(2)  CONTINUITY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Bush Changes Continuity Plan:  Administration, Not DHS, Would Run Shadow Government."  Washington Post, May 10, 2007.

Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/09/AR2007050902719_pf.html 
White House.  National Continuity Policy.  Washington, DC:  The White House, National Security Presidential Directive 51, Homeland Security Directive 20, May 9, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/05/20070509-12.html
(3)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Management and Programmatic Challenges Facing the Department of Homeland Security.

Washington, DC:  GAO-07-833T, May 10, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07833t.pdf
(4)  DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIPS IN HAZARDS, RISK, AND DISASTERS:

"The Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder and the Public Entity Risk Institute with support from the National Science Foundation and Swiss Re established a program that awards dissertation fellowships for work in all aspects of natural and human-made hazards, risk and disasters in all disciplines. The dissertations produced by the fellows will contribute to the body of knowledge in hazards research.

Ultimately, the program will foster the development of hazards scholars who will expand the research and practitioner communities. We awarded 10 fellowships in 2004 and 8 in 2006. We are now seeking applications for the next set of fellows with a deadline of September 1, 2007."  For information go to: http://thunder1.cudenver.edu/periship/
(5)  GREENSBURG KANSAS AND NATIONAL GUARD RESPONSE -- AND RELATED ISSUES:

Barr, Major DeAnn (USAF).  "Kansas Guard Troops Respond to Tornado Disaster."  American Forces Press Service. May 9, 2007.  At:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=45962
Spiegel, Peter.  "Guard Equipment Levels Lowest Since 9/11: Criticized for Shortfalls After A Kansas Tornado, the Pentagon Chief Says Units Have Only 56% of Their Needed Supplies."  Los Angeles Times, May 10, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-guard10may10,1,5024692.story?coll=la-headlines-nation&track=crosspromo 
Wolffe, Richard, and Holly Bailey.  "Oval:  Tornado Rouses the Ghost of Katrina:  Once Again, a Democratic Governor Ws Sparring With The White House Over Disaster Relief - Only This Time, The War in Iraq Was Added to the Greensburg Tornado Equation."  Newsweek, May 9, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/18577506/site/newsweek
Vu, Pauline.  "Kansas Tornado Unleashes Guard Supply Furor." Stateline.org, May 10, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=206843
(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY:

Government Accountability Office.  Information Technology:  Homeland Security Information Network Needs to Be Better Coordinated with Key State and Local Initiatives (Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, Committee on Homeland Security, House of Representatives).  Washington, DC:  GAO-07-822T, May 10, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07822t.pdf
(7)  MILITARY IN DISASTER:

Baldor, Lolita C.  "Gates Rejects Emergency Command Proposal." Associated Press, May 9, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/09/AR2007050901985.html 
[Excerpt:  "Defense Secretary Robert Gates has rejected a proposal to let governors command active duty troops responding to disasters, officials said Wednesday, though the Pentagon will grant National Guard leaders more authority to coordinate with other military and homeland security agencies."]

(8)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Matthews, Cara.  "N.Y. Officials Examine Guard Readiness."  Gannett News Service, May 9, 2007.  At:

http://www.pressconnects.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070509/NEWS01/705090367 
Stinebaker, Joe.  "Local Officials Fret About Texas Evacuation Plan."

Associated Press, May 10, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/4789616.html
[Excerpt:  "GALVESTON - Texas emergency officials are struggling to assure their local counterparts that the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan won't damage the state's ability to respond to a major hurricane striking the Gulf Coast. Local emergency coordinators at the State Hurricane Conference questioned whether the state's National Guard still has the troops and equipment necessary to help evacuate, protect and shelter hundreds of thousands of Texans fleeing a major hurricane."]

(9)  PREVIEW OF THE FUTURE -- DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Petterson, Roger.  "Extreme Weather, Fires Befall Nation."  Associated Press, May 10, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/09/AR2007050901925.html 
(10)  PUBLIC PREPAREDNESS:

Heath, Brad.  "Many Unprepared for a Disaster:  But Americans Say the Federal Government is Even Less Ready." USA Today, May 10, 2007.

Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20070510/a_emergencies10.art.htm 
(11)  PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP FOR PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION AND CATASTROPHE FUND:

Loy, James M.  "Statement of James M. Loy, Admiral, USCG (Ret.), National Co-Chairman, ProtectingAmerica.org, Before the Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, United States Senate, April 11, 2007."  Washington, DC:  April 11, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.protectingamerica.org/?PFID=21&PID=170
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