March 30 - April 2, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COLLEGIATE PROGRAMS SURVEY -- AWFUL RESPONSE RATE:

Received a note from Carol Cwiak at North Dakota State University, who has a micro purchase work order with the EM HiEd Project to survey colleges and universities listed on the EM HiEd Project Homepage within the "Emergency Management" section with a few questions concerning those programs -- there are approximately 130 such programs on The College List.  The response rate has been dismal.  If the reader is associated with one of the approximately 130 programs listed in the Emergency Management section of The College List, would you please check to see if the identified point of contact for the program has responded to the survey instrument yet.  If not we would like to see those completed and forwarded to Carol very soon -- she is to report on the survey at the June 4-7, 2007 EM HiEd Conference.  We only sponsor this survey every two years now and I do not think that it is too much to ask to take 30 minutes out of the year to complete this survey -- which serves the emergency management higher education community just about as much as it serves the EM HiEd Project.  If the reader cannot now locate the survey instrument, Carol Cwiak can be reached at:  carol.cwiak@ndsu.edu 
(2)  EVACUATION PLANNING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:

National Fire Protection Association.  Emergency Evacuation Planning Guide for People With Disabilities.  Quincy MA:  NFPA, March 29, 2007, 50 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.nfpa.org/newsReleaseDetails.asp?categoryid=488&itemId=33659
(3)  FIRST RESPONDER COMMUNICATIONS INTEROPERABILITY:

Government Accountability Office.  First Responders: Much Work Remains to Improve Communications Interoperability (GAO-07-301).  Washington, DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters, April 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-301
(4)  GAO REPORT ON EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND ALERT SYSTEMS:

Government Accountability Office.  Emergency Preparedness:  Current Emergency Alert System Has Limitations, and Development of a New Integrated System Will Be Challenging (GAO-07-411).  Washington,  DC, March 30, 2007. At: http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-411
(5)   HIGH RISK CHEMICAL FACILITIES:

Department of Homeland Security.  "DHS Releases Comprehensive Regulations for Securing High Risk Chemical Facilities."  Washington, DC:  DHS Press Release, April 2, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1175527925540.shtm
[A 226 page "Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards Interim Final Rule" can be accessed.]

(6)  MITIGATION:

Federal Emergency Management Agency.  "Washington's Mitigation Measures Pay off in Major Savings -- FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Saves Lives and Money" Washington, DC:  FEMA, March 20, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=34969
(7)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Eisenberg, Carol.  "New Data Finds NY Guard Short on Supplies."  AM New York, March 22, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.amny.com/news/nationworld/nation/ny-usguar0323,0,47481.story
[Excerpt:  "If Long Island were hit with a major hurricane, debilitating shortages of equipment could potentially slow response by the New York Army National Guard and put lives in jeopardy. New data from the Guard shows that the vehicles needed to traverse water-logged streets and to transport medicine and supplies after a natural disaster are in short supply. Only 35 percent of the Guard's authorized Humvees and cargo trucks, for instance, are currently available in New York. Radio equipment is at less than half the authorized levels.

"The thing we'd need the most, we have the least of," said Rep Steve Israel (D-Huntington), who released the data Thursday. 'That's the most distressing element. In my district on Long Island, it's not a matter of if, but when a hurricane may strike. A fully staffed and equipped National Guard is the difference between a smooth recovery and another New Orleans'." [Thanks to Steve Detweiler for this item.]

(8)  SUGGESTIONS FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STUDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS FROM THE FIELD:

Received today the following -- which will be posted to the "EM Student Research Topics" subsection of the "Practitioner's Corner" section of the EM HiEd Project website:

"A topic in great need of research for emergency management is the science of quantifying the probability of wide-scale power outages and their duration. Private corporations and government entities are forced into action when wide-scale power outages occur.   Other than hurricanes making landfall though, there are rare instances where the likelihood of a sustained power outage is known with enough confidence for teams to take costly pre-event actions such as mobilizing or renting additional generators, or brining in reservists from another distant market. A study on quantifying the likelihood of power outage for impending threats would aid here. One specific item would be correlation of sustained wind speeds to power outages in different markets." [Shahin Daneshkhah, Sprint Network Disaster Recovery Manager, Certified Emergency Manager (IAEM), Shahin.Daneshkhah@sprint.com]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
