March 26, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CREATING DISASTER RESISTANT AND RESILIENT COMMUNITIES:

To do that one needs to communicate with and engage the public.  Social marketing techniques help do this.  On that point see:

Coastal Services.  "Social Marketing:  Selling Behavior Change Around the Chesapeake Bay."  Vol. 10, Issue 2, March/April, 2007, pp. 4-6.

[Excerpt:  "'The assumption has always been that if we present the problem to people, they will take it upon themselves to become part of the solution,' says Gary Waugh, pubic relations manager with the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation. 'With social marketing, you find the catalyst that makes that person take that step.'.... 'Most of us in the field are trained in science, government, and policy [Laura McKay, Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program manager].  Even the way we are trained to write and communicate is formal, academic, and for a bureaucratic style that does not translate well to the general public.  That could be one of the major roots of our environmental problems today is that we simply don't communicate issues in clear and compelling ways to the general public.' She adds, 'I believe what we really need to do is reconnect with the rest of society and use common language that everyone can understand, and beyond that be savvy about using effective commercial marketing techniques'."]

(2)  FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

March 26, 2007 -- Added to the agenda as part of the Tuesday, June 5, 1:00-2:50 Breakout Session on "Disasters and the Law and Post-Katrina Law/Legislation": Keith Bea (Invited - Pending), Specialist, American National Government, Government & Finance Division, Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC

March 27, 2007 -- Added to the agenda as a Tuesday, June 5, 1:00-2:50 Breakout Session:

Building Community College EM Educational Programs:  An Exploration of Best Practices

Moderator: Craig E. Zachlod, CEM, Ed. D., Emergency Management Coordinator for the California Community Colleges, Ukiah, CA 

"This session will explore how to develop emergency management programs at community colleges and what are examples of best practices.  The panel will present information about how to start courses and degrees and will discuss how to improve campus preparedness and security through risk assessment,  involvement of students and other community stakeholders in programs such as CERT and Campus CERT. Participants are invited to share examples of successful programs and best practices during the time allotted."

March 27, 2007 -- Added to the list of Emergency Management Student Volunteers to assist in the conference two students from the GIS & Emergency Management Program at California University of Pennsylvania.

March 27, 2007 -- Added to the agenda a Breakout Session tentatively labeled:  "The Paradigm Shift in Planning for Special Needs Populations," to be presented by staff with the DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties -- Tuesday, June 5, 2007, 1:00-2:50.

(3)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Department of Homeland Security.  "Remarks at the National Hurricane Conference, April 14, 2006 by Daniel W. Sutherland, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties."  April 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xabout/structure/editorial_0842.shtm
(4)  STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

National Emergency Management Association.  "NEMA Profile of State Emergency Management Directors and Their Agencies: Results of FY 2007 Survey."  Lexington, KY:  NEMA, March 2007, 14 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.nemaweb.org/?1814
(5)  UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE -- BS IN HS AND BS IN EM APPROVED:

Received note from Stephen S. Carter, Academic Director, Fire Science and Emergency Management, that the Maryland Higher Education Commission has recently approved UMUC proposals to develop and implement a Bachelor of Science Degree in Emergency Management, as well as a Bachelor of Science Degree in Homeland Security.  Forwarded were catalog descriptions for these two new programs which students can either major in or minor.

Amongst the courses to be offered within the new Emergency Management BS are:

Concepts of Emergency Management

Emergency Response Preparedness and Planning Political and Policy Issues in Emergency Management Social Dimensions of Disaster Recovery Planning Emergency Services Policy and Strategies

For additional information, Stephen Carter can be reached at: sscarter@umuc.edu 
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