March 23, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CHEMICAL PLANT SAFETY:

New York Times.  "Chemical Plant Safety" (Editorial).  March 22, 2007, Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/22/opinion/22thu3.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt:  "The federal government has done almost nothing since Sept. 11, 2001, to secure chemical plants, perhaps the nation's greatest terrorist vulnerability. But now it may be about to do something that will actually make things worse: wipe out safety rules at the state level. If Congress will not protect Americans, it should at least ensure that states can do it."]

(2)  DEALING WITH DISASTER VICTIMS:

Lukaszewski, James E.  "Managing The Victim Dimension of High Profile Litigation."  Business Survival, Vol. 9, Issue 3, 2007.  At:

http://www.rothstein.com/newsletters/Volume9Number3.pdf
[Note:  I found this article relevant to emergency management in general, and to dealing with disaster victims in particular. Interestingly written -- recommend a read. (BWB)]

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COLLEGIATE STUDENT PROJECTS:

Received a recommendation today from an emergency management professional who had recently communicated with an emergency management college student on a research project which the EM professional thought to be not all that relevant to emergency management.  The recommendation was to solicit recommendations from emergency management professionals on the topics they would recommend as the topics most in need of study and research by emergency management college students.  Thus I hereby solicit from emergency management professionals reading this EM HiEd Report to send in their topic suggestions.  We will come up with a way of sharing this info with EM students -- posting on the EM HiEd Project website is one way.  Please keep it fairly short, to the point and postable "as is" on the website.

(4)  PANDEMIC:

McKenna, Maryn. "Pandemic Could Cause Deep, Uneven Recession, Group Predicts." CIDRAP, 22Mar07.

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/mar2207forecast.html 
[Excerpt:  "An influenza pandemic as severe as the great flu of 1918 could cost the United States $683 billion and plunge the American economy into the second-deepest recession since World War II, a nonprofit health advocacy group warned today."]

(5)  RESOURCES:  

American National Standards Institute.  ANSI Homeland Security Standards Panel Website:

http://www.ansi.org/standards_activities/standards_boards_panels/hssp/overview.aspx?menuid=3 
[See, in particular, "Lessons Learned from Hurricane Katrina and the Role for Standards and Conformity Assessment Programs" (70 pages, March 2007)]
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