March 15, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE:

I am informed that a Power Point presentation on "Catastrophic Disaster Response Planning" has now been uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website 
-- Articles, Papers & Presentations section.  This is a copy of a FEMA Congressional briefing.  It can be located at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highpapers.asp
(2)  COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- A GOVERNOR'S GUIDE (NGA, 1978):

Posted now on the EM HiEd Project website is a document foundational to the history of emergency management in the U.S. -- the summary document for the Comprehensive Emergency Management Project conducted by the National Governor's Association in 1978.  CEM and All-Hazards terminology date from this project.  This document has not been available electronically before.  Go to: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highref.asp 

(3)  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, FHWA PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE MATERIALS:

Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation.  Best Practices in Emergency Transportation Preparedness and Response:  The Results of the FHWA Workshop Series (Annotated).  Washington, DC:  FHWA, DOT, March 14, 2007, 24 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/etopr/best_practices/etop_workshop.htm 
Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation.  Common Issues in Emergency Transportation Operations Preparedness and Response

- Results of the FHWA Workshop Series (Annotated).  Washington, DC:

FHWA, DOT, February 2007, 16 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/etopr/common_issues/etop_compliance.htm 
Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation.  Using Highways During Evacuation Operations for Events with Advance Notice.

Washington, DC:  FHWA, DOT, March 7, 2007, 88 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/evac_primer/00_evac_primer.htm
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ARTICLES COMPILATION PROJECT:

Received a request today from Associate Professor Scot Phelps from the Masters of Public Administration in Emergency & Disaster Management Program at Metropolitan College, to post the following note:

"...help in identifying the 25 most important academic/peer-reviewed and short reports (under 15 pages) in the emergency management field.  While previous researchers have identified books, [I am] interested in identifying seminal articles for inclusion in a shirt-pocket sized "little red book" of the best emergency management articles to distribute to practitioners, in an effort to bridge the academic-to-practitioner gap."  Scot Phelps can be reached at sphelps@metropolitan.edu. 
(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Disaster Law and Post Katrina Law Changes -- Communicated today with Professor Daniel Farber (UC Berkeley Law School), author of the recent book "Disasters and the Law: Katrina and Beyond," and with Professor William Nicholson (author of "Emergency Response and Emergency Management Law" (2003), and "Homeland Security Law and Policy" (2005). Both are hopeful and positive about putting on a breakout session related to Disaster Law at the conference.  Have also been communicating with Martha Braddock, Legislative Affairs Director for the International Association of Emergency Managers, about participating in the same breakout session -- will pick that conversation back up next week.

IEMSA -- Talked with Brad Wilson, Vice President of the International Emergency Management Students Association (also IAEM Region XII), an emergency management student at the University of North Texas, about his representing IEMSA at the Conference, conducting a survey of IEMSA Chapters for input to that presentation, and developing a short paper on this activity/project for the post conference proceedings.

Risk Assessment -- Talked with Dr. Patrick S. Roberts, Assistant Professor, Center for Public Administration and Policy, School of Public and International Affairs, Virginia Tech, on where an how to schedule a presentation on a paper he is writing on "How Are States and Localities Thinking About Risk and Vulnerability Across Hazards."  Unresolved -- looking at an approximately 20-minute plenary presentation, or incorporation into an already-scheduled breakout session, or creating a new breakout session, or...

Sunshine Week -- After listening to the "debate" going on in the IAEM Discussion List Serve this week concerning the Sunshine Week Response Plan Access activities, contacted the National Coordinator for Sunshine Week and invited their participation in a Breakout Session at the conference.  Sunshine Week participants have been going to Local and State Emergency Management offices seeking copies of "Community Response Plans" -- mandated by the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act of 1986. In some instances law enforcement authorities were called to investigate.  

One of the respondents in the IAEM "debate" had this to say today:

"The question I would like to raise is: "are we securing ourselves into insecurity".  We must remember that as emergency managers, our job is to serve and protect the people from ALL HAZARDS - not just terrorism. By limiting the availability of our plans, how do we expect Joe Citizen or our jurisdictional counterparts to respond in a consistent framework to floods, hurricanes, wildfires, haz mat releases, or terrorism?  How do we expect them to understand, support and promote the mission of their local emergency manager?  I have worked in jurisdictions in the past that secure all of their emergency doctrine.  I have also seen the failure of planning, exercises, and operations in these same jurisdictions. I guarantee you that these initiatives would have been more successful if information was shared, readily available, and fostered a collaborative environment. More harm is done by limiting the audience of our plans then by making them available to the public."

National Grid, GIS, and EM -- Communicated with Talbot Brooks, Director of the Center for Interdisciplinary Geospatial Information Technology, Delta State University, Cleveland MS, about participating in a breakout session on the U.S. National Grid -- Unified/Universal Reference System -- Preparedness Through Response and Recovery.

(6)  HARD TO BELIEVE CATEGORY:

Waterman, Shaun.  "Analysis:  Americans Still Don't Trust DHS."  Post Chronicle, March 9, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.postchronicle.com/news/security/article_21268232.shtml
[Excerpt: "The U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the Transportation Security Administration remain among the least trusted of all U.S. agencies, a new survey finds. Indeed, the DHS came in dead last of all 74 federal agencies that the survey respondents were asked about."]

(7)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Preparing For and Responding to Disasters (Statement of William O. Jenkins, Jr., Director, Homeland Security and Justice Issues - Testimony before the Subcommittee on Homeland Security, Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives; GAO-07-395T).  Washington, DC:  March 9, 2007. Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-395T
(8)  TERRORISM:

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Agricultural, Chemical and Petroleum Industry Terrorism Handbook.  Washington, DC:  DOJ, FBI, 2006, 75 pages.

Accessed at:

http://www.mn-htcia.org/FBIAgChemHandbook.pdf
(9)  VHA EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND RECOVERY COMPETENCIES:

I have been informed that "VHA Emergency Response and Recovery

Competencies:  Competency Survey, Analysis and Report," by Joseph A.

Barbera, et al. at the George Washington University Institute for Crisis and Disaster Management, dated June 16, 2005, has been uploaded to the "Competencies and Curriculum" tab on the EM HiEd Project website -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/EMCompetencies.asp
This is part of a GWU project for the Veterans Health Administration.

(10)  YORK UNIVERSITY, TORONTO, CANADA -- STUDIES IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Received the following announcement from Dr. David Etkin, Atkinson Faculty of Liberal and Professional Studies at York University:

York University is proud to announce a new Master of Arts in Disaster and Emergency Management (pending approval by the Ontario Council on Graduate Studies).  Information on this graduate degree as well as our Certificate in Emergency Management (now streamlined to 24 credits or 4 full courses) can be found at http://www.yorku.ca/akevents/academic/SAS/EM/index.html. 

For additional information, Dr. Etkin can be reached at:  etkin@yorku.ca 
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