June 20, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Guidance from Operations Directorate Will Enhance Collaboration among Departmental Operations Centers (Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Management, Investigations, and Oversight, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives).  Washington, DC:  GAO, June 20, 2007, 24 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07683t.pdf
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION PROJECT 2007 & 2008 BUDGETS:

Spent most of the day (yesterday and day before as well) working with Project Assistant Barbara Johnson (Barbara did most of the work) on finalizing micro purchase work order "contracts" for the development of a small number of papers, presentations, and other developmental activities which would deplete the EM HiEd Project budget prior to the funding deadline -- June 21, 2007 -- lest remaining funds be swept up for unfunded projects elsewhere in the Agency.  Should have less than $50 unaccounted for.  Will now await the unknown FY 2008 EM HiEd Project budget, which in the previous twelve years has never arrived with authority to spend against it, prior to about mid-December -- usually closer to mid-February.

(3)  EXERCISES:

Received following note today from Chris Floyd, Chief Operations Officer, CACARC:

"The Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross, along with a number of its non-profit partner organizations, recently facilitated a very complex hurricane exercise that had 397 volunteers from North Florida and Southwest Georgia working together after a strong category 2 storm has struck the region. Entitled Hurricane Zeus, the exercise had volunteers opening Shelters (General Population, Special Needs and Pet Friendly), conducting Damage Assessment, coordinating spontaneous volunteers using the Disaster Services Volunteer Reception Center concept and much more.  For additional information on this powerful exercise please visit the following web site:

http://redcross.tallytown.com/zeus ]

Note:  There is a great deal of information here that can be cribbed, learned from and otherwise utilized for other exercises or classroom instruction -- including:

 Exercise Directive PDF

 Exercise Resources PDF

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Damage Assessment PDF

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Capital Area Chapter   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Colquitt County Chapter   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Georgia Wiregrass Chapter   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Valdosta Chapter   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Disaster Services Volunteer Reception

Center   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Gift In Kind   PDF  

 Master Sequence Of Events List - Shelter   PDF  

 On-Line Resource - County Census Data   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Disaster Action Team Guidelines   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Disaster Services Forms   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Disaster Services Links   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Disaster Services Tools   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Emergency Operations Center Resources   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Hurricane Watch Overview   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Logistical Staging Area Plan   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Maps   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Mutual Aid Agreements   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - On-Line Damage Assessment   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Points Of Distribution Plan   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Shelter / Logistics Trailer Inventory   HTML  

 On-Line Resource - Standard Operating Procedures Using Disaster Impact Information To Create Needs Assessment 

(4)  FEMA DISABILITY COORDINATOR:

Received following Administrator Paulison memo on appointment of a FEMA Disability Coordinator:

"I am pleased to announce the appointment of FEMA's Disability Coordinator, Cindy Lou Daniel.  Cindy assumes the role of providing guidance and coordination on emergency planning requirements and relief efforts for individuals with disabilities.  As someone with a disability, she has worked to empower people with disabilities for more than 19 years.  Most recently, she served as an emergency preparedness specialist at the National Organization on Disabilities, where she conducted research on the effects Hurricane Katrina had on people with disabilities.  She created a help desk for emergency agencies to obtain information on various disability-related subjects, regulations, policies and resources.  In addition, Ms. Daniel did consulting work, including working with Fairfax County, Va. to develop a Special Medical Needs Shelter to be used in the event of a disaster.  She also worked with the American Red Cross to formulate a training curriculum for volunteers and emergency managers -- on assisting people with disabilities.  She has extensive experience training groups and individuals, including "first responders" and law enforcement personnel.  Earlier in her career, she worked for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service as a Person with Disabilities Program Manager, responsible for assisting the agency in complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  She has served on the Homeland Security National Task Force on Emergency Planning dealing with people with disabilities."

(5)  INFORMATION SECURITY:

Government Accountability Office.  Information Security:  Homeland Security Needs to Enhance Effectiveness of Its Program (Testimony by Keith A. Rhodes, Chief Technologist, and Gregory C. Wilshusen, Director, Information Security Issues, Before the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology, House Committee on Homeland Security,  GAO-07-1003T)  Washington, DC:  GAO, June 20, 2007, 15 pages.  Accessed at:  

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-1003T
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
