June 14, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10th ANNUAL FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Received today an excellent Breakout Session Summary Report from Meghan Butasek, a J.D. Candidate and student the University of Maryland, Center for Health and Homeland Security -- for the "Picking up the Pieces: Asking the Right Questions and Learning the Right Lessons -- Hurricane Katrina and the Pennsylvania Winter Storms" Thursday afternoon conference breakout session.  This breakout session summary, as well as all other materials in-hand that were delivered at or prepared for the conference, have been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project homepage -- for placement in the "Hi Ed Conferences" section in the blue column near the bottom left of the homepage.  After going to this section click on "Higher Education Conference 2007."  Then scroll down and click on "Conference Agenda."  The Webmaster will embed all the material we have in-hand and will receive into the appropriate spot on the agenda -- which will then be highlighted in blue to indicate that there is material of some sort to access by clicking on the words highlighted in blue.  We expect that this huge accumulation of material will have been uploaded to the "Conference Agenda" on or about next Wednesday, June 20th.  The specific URL will be:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/educonference07.asp -- but wait until at least next Wednesday.

(2)  11th ANNUAL FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 2-5, 2008:

Communicated with Michael Kemp, an instructor and doctoral student within the emergency management program at North Dakota State University, who is serving this year as the coordinator of emergency management volunteer students at the EM HiEd Conference.  Point of communication was to brainstorm the development of a Workshop designed specifically to fulfill the needs of emergency management college students who can be anticipated to attend the 11th Annual FEMA All-Hazards EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Such a Workshop, like all other Conference Workshops, would be scheduled for Monday June 2, 2008 -- probably as a half-day workshop, though a full-day workshop would be possible -- depending on what pops up as the topical matter of the Workshop.  In the spirit of continuing this brainstorming exercise, if any EM HiEd Report reader, particularly EM student readers, have any thoughts on this subject, please send me an email -- wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
(3)  AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION -- PETITION TO SUPPORT NEW APA "NATURAL HAZARDS" DIVISION:

Received an email from Michele Steinberg today on this topic.  If you are a member of the APA and are interested in this topic, then go to: http://disasterjunkiesunite.blogspot.com/
(4)  CITIZEN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

House Committee on Homeland Security.  "Citizen Preparedness: Helping Our Communities Help Themselves" (Hearing).  Washington, DC:

Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response, June 13, 2007.  

[WITNESSES

Mr. Corey Gruber

Acting Deputy Administrator for National Preparedness Federal Emergency Management Agency

Mr. Graham Hill

Member

National Council on Disability

Ms. Regina Chapline

Texas Citizen Corps Manager

Texas Association of Regional Councils

Mr. Phil Stittleburg

Chairman

National Volunteer Fire Council

Ms. Johanna Schneider

Executive Director

Partnership for Disaster Response

Note:  A recorded feed of the hearing and prepared statements of the witnesses noted above can be accessed at: 

http://homeland.house.gov/hearings/index.asp?ID=60
(5)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Harris, Shane.  "Homeland Security Could Face Transition Problem."

National Journal, June 1, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=37094&dcn=todaysnews
[Excerpts:  "The Homeland Security Department...is still run almost entirely by political appointees and stands to be the most weakened during the transition.... "Any of the other main Cabinet departments have civil servants that step in" as acting officials during a transition, says Stephen Flynn, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations and a leading expert on the department and its history. "Homeland Security doesn't have any of those.... And that's extremely unusual." In the four and a half years since the department opened for business, few career officials have been promoted into positions of senior or even middle management. As a result, most of the responsibility for running the department, and its plethora of critical missions, is still in the hands of people who will be walking out the door as the Bush administration wanes or leaves en masse after the election. "The department virtually has no backbench," Flynn says....  According to figures compiled in the quadrennial Plum Book by the Office of Personnel Management, as of September 2004 the 180,000-employee Homeland Security Department had more than 360 politically appointed, noncareer positions. By contrast, the Veterans Affairs Department -- the government's second-largest department, at 235,000 employees -- had only 64. And the Defense Department -- far and away the largest department in the government, at 2.1 million employees, including military and civilian -- counted 283 appointed, noncareer billets. That figure includes political appointees at the Army, Navy, and Air Force. DHS's own reports show that since 2004, it has often added more political positions to its ranks, and more frequently, than other large departments. It's common in government to find political appointees concentrated in policy shops, public-affairs offices, and legislative liaison posts. But that has never been the case at Homeland Security, where appointees run the first- and second-tier layers across almost all of the department's units.... Of all the departments in the government, Homeland Security has the most notorious reputation for placing political appointees in jobs over their heads. 

(6)  DROUGHT:

O'Driscoll, Patrick.  "A Drought For The Ages."  USA Today, June 7, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/2007-06-07-drought_N.htm
(7)  FEMA:

Lieberman, Senator Joseph I.  "Legislation Would Combat Terrorism, Natural Disasters."  The Hill, June 5, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/legislation-would-combat-terrorism-natural-disasters-2007-06-05.html 
(8)  KATRINA LEVEE FAILURES IN NEW ORLEANS:

American Society of Civil Engineers.  What Went Wrong and Why: A Report by the American Society of Civil Engineers Hurricane Katrina External Review Panel.  Washington, DC:  ASCE, 2007, 92 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/ERPreport.pdf
(9)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Kleinberg, Eliot.  "Post-Disaster Communications Studied." Palm Beach Post (FL), 11June2007.  At:

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/storm/content/local_news/epaper/2007/06/11/s1b_femacity_0611.html 
(10)  SOCIAL VULNERABILITY TO DISASTER:

Cutter, Susan L.  "Estimating Disaster Resilience:  The Social Vulnerability Index of the United States (SoVI)."  Transcript of EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation, June 13, 2007, 6 pages.  Accessed at: 

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc070613.htm
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
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