June 11, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10TH ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Do not have time to provide a summary of last week's EM Hi Ed Conference other than to say it appeared to me to be a huge success, with about 260 people attending part or all of the conference.  For the most part I heard only positive comments about the pre-conference Workshops, the Plenary Sessions and the Breakout Sessions.  The only exceptions were a couple/three comments about two specific breakout sessions (out of 29) which were weak or pitched at a level too low for the audience, and a couple/three people who disagreed with the point of view of this or that plenary speaker.  Will also, under separate headings, make a couple points about the next conference -- June 2-5, 2008.

(2)  CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS FROM 10TH ANNUAL EM HI-ED CONFERENCE:

While we will continue the past practice of making all conference material that comes into our hands (such as papers, slides, and breakout session notes) available on the Agenda for the 2007 EM Hi Ed Conference in the "Hi-Ed Conferences" tab on the EM Hi Ed Project homepage, the quantity and quality of this material is so great this year that we are working on putting all this material (which would probably fill a three, if not four-inch notebook) onto a CD ROM and make this available via email requests once the CD ROMS are available.

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH REPORTS BREAKOUT SESSION -- 2008:

It is clear to me that based upon my own observations, evaluation form comments, and the comments of the Breakout Session Moderator, Dr. Richard Bissell, Graduate Program Director, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Department of Emergency Health Services, that this particular breakout session, 2nd round of Thursday afternoon breakout sessions, was a huge success.  More people signed up for and attended this session than any of the other four competing sessions during this time frame, the presentations were for the most part excellent, and the evaluations great.  Primary problem was that the session ran out of time.

Thus, this experiment will not only be repeated during the 2008 EM Hi Ed Conference, but expanded upon in several ways.  

First, we will schedule this breakout session earlier in the conference than Thursday next year so as to provide more of an opportunity for the audience to engage with the students during the remainder of the conference.

Secondly, if the interest exists, and I believe it will, we will schedule more than one Student Research Report Breakout session, keeping the number of presentations down to five (or no more than six).

Thirdly, Dr. Bissell has proposed and I have accepted his offer to raise a small pot of funding to use to provide small monetary awards to the best research reports next year.  Dr. Bissell would accomplish this later initiative by putting together a screening and award evaluation committee.  This group would review information submitted by graduate students prior to the conference and determine the awards.

(4)  WORKSHOPS, 11TH ANNUAL FEMA ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE.

As noted during my closing presentation at the conference this year, a number if issues arose with the NETC Admissions Office that dealt with the "Pre-Conference" Workshops.  I noted, in the closing session, that we might just drop the Monday Workshops (which are mostly along the lines of educate the educator subject matter) and perhaps seek to integrate one or more into the afternoon sessions.  There were so many participants, however, who very strongly supported continuance of Monday Workshops, that we are planning on continuing with them.  Most probably what will happen is that the "Pre-Conference" Workshops will be integrated into the main conference, which is scheduled for June 2-5, 2008.  This means that there will be but one application to attend the conference instead of four or five -- one for the Tuesday through Thursday Conference, and one each for four or five Monday Workshops. Barbara and I will need to work out a way to sign participants up for the Workshop or Workshops of their choice for Monday, June 2nd.  Thus, instead of dropping the Workshops, we now plan to expand them -- based on participant evaluations and recommendations.

(5)  JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY POSITION:

Have received for posting to the "EM Faculty Position" "tab" on the EM Hi Ed Project homepage the following faculty vacancy announcement:

"INSTITUTE FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, Reference number 020720 

Faculty Position Announcement: INSTITUTE FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, Jacksonville State University is accepting applications for a tenure track position in Emergency Management to begin August 2007 or January 2008. Duties: Primary teaching duties include graduate and undergraduate level courses in the Emergency Management. Principle non-teaching duties include curriculum and program development, advisement, professional development activities, and grant writing within the emergency management area. Qualifications: Earned Doctorate in appropriate area.

Appropriate experience preferred. Rank and Salary: Rank and salary are contingent upon qualifications, experience and needs of the university.  In the event that this tenure-track position is not filled as tenure-track, applicants may be considered for a temporary or visiting position for one year. Application: Send application (available on our web site at www.jsu.edu or at JSU), resume, copies of transcripts, and names/addresses/phone numbers of at least three references to Jacksonville State University, Human Resources, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, Alabama 36265. Applicants selected for an interview will be required to supply official transcripts and current letters of reference. Reference number 020720. An EO/AA Employer."
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