July 25, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY -- DISASTER RECOVERY STUDIES PROGRAM:

Have been provided information that the Canadian Mennonite University (Winnipeg, Manitoba) has partnered with the Mennonite Disaster Service to develop a new "Disaster Recovery Studies Program" which is scheduled for implementation in 2008. For additional information, contact John Longhurst, CMU Communications Director, at:  jlonghurst@cmu.ca 
(2)  CITIZEN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania Emergency Preparedness Guide.  Harrisburg, PA:  April 2007 Revision.  Accessed at:

http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/lib/health/EmergencyPrepGuide/EmergencyPrepGuide-english.pdf 
(3)  COCONINO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, PAGE/LAKE POWELL, AZ CAMPUS -- INVESTIGATING EM PROGRAM:

The EM HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, informs me she has communicated with Lenore Webber at Coconino CC who is investigating the feasibility of an Emergency Management Certificate or Associate Degree there -- primarily based upon a mixture of EMI classroom based training courses and Independent Study courses.  A set of CD ROMS containing EMI training courses and other material was mailed to Mr. Webber, and Barbara "walked" Mr. Webber through the EM HiEd Project website noting various types of aids, materials and resources to be found there.  For further information, Ms. Webber can be reached at: Lenore.Webber@COCONINO.EDU 
(4)  FEMA:

Houston Chronicle.  "A Sickening Situation."  July 24, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/4995969.html
(5)  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board.  "CSB Investigative Team Heading to Major Gas Cylinder Explosion Site in Dallas, Texas" (Press Release).  Washington, DC:  CSB, July 25, 2007. At:

http://www.csb.gov/index.cfm?folder=news_releases&page=news&NEWS_ID=388
(6)  HEALTH AND MEDICAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

American Medical Association and American Public Health Association.  Improving Health System Preparedness for Terrorism and Mass Casualty Events:  An Action Brief (From the AMA/APHA Linkages Leadership Summit, Chicago (July 7-8, 2005) New Orleans (June 7-8, 2006).  Chicago, IL: APA/APHA, July 2007, 6 pages. Accessed at:  

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/415/final_action_brief.pdf
[Excerpt:  "In July 2005 and June 2006, the...AMA), in partnership with the...APHA), convened multidisciplinary summit meetings involving a unique partnership of medicine, dentistry, nursing, hospital, emergency medical services (EMS), and public health leaders to assess health system preparedness against terrorism and other potential mass casualty events.  Organizational leaders, representing 18 national professional associations, explored the critical needs of, gaps in and barriers to effective integration of public health and health care systems, and also developed recommendations to enhance health system capacity to more effectively prepare for, and respond to, such events. Overarching goals were to develop action-oriented recommendations to improve and sustain health system preparedness, and to combine each organization's advocacy expertise and experience to promote a shared policy agenda.  From their deliberations, summit participants identified eight priority issues that require most urgent attention:

* Collaboration, coordination and planning

* Communications and information exchange

* Disaster recovery and health systems

* Education and training

* Funding

* Health system surge capacity

* Legislation and regulation

* Research"]

American Medical Association and American Public Health Association.  Improving Health System Preparedness for Terrorism and Mass Casualty Events:  Recommendations for Action (A Consensus Report from the AMA/APHA Linkages Leadership Summit, Chicago (July 7-8, 2005) New Orleans (June 7-8, 2006).  Chicago, IL:  APA/APHA, July 2007, 54 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/415/final_summit_report.pdf
CIDRAP.  "Medical Groups Announce Agenda for Improving Disaster Response."  CIDRAP News, Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, University of Minnesota, July 24, 2007. [Note:  This is a press release concerning the above two noted AMA/APHA reports.]  Accessed at:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jul2407disaster.html 
(7)  HISTORICAL INTEREST:

FEMA.  Security Practices Board of Review - Final Report and Recommendations (Trefry Report).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, November 1992,  148 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/library/trefry.pdf
(8)  HOMELAND DEFENSE:  

Baldor, Lolita C.  "General:  Al-Qaeda Making New Cells in US." Associated Press, July 25, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/24/AR2007072401095.html 
[Excerpt:  "A top U.S. military commander said Tuesday he believes there are al-Qaida cells in the United States _ or people working to create them _ and the military needs to triple its response teams to counter a growing threat of attack.  Air Force Gen. Victor "Gene" Renuart, who heads U.S. Northern Command, said that as the terrorism threat within the nation's boundaries has increased officials have strengthened intelligence sharing, particularly in an effort to shore up security at ports.... Renuart, who took over at U.S. Northern Command just four months ago, said the military has one brigade-size unit available to respond to nuclear, chemical and biological incidents at home. That number, he said, needs to grow to three. A brigade is about 3,500 troops."]

(9)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "Senate Dems Dare Bush To Veto Homeland Security Spending Bill."  Congress Daily, July 24, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0707/072407cdpm1.htm
(10)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS CONFERENCE IN RENO AND EM ACADEMICS:

Received today the note below, with a request to post in the EM HiEd Report, from Valerie Lucas, Emergency Manager, University of California at Davis:

"...the IAEM conference in November http://www.iaem.com/events/annual/intro.htm will include a day-long workshop for College/University Emergency Management practitioners. This will be an 'invitation only' workshop on Saturday, November 10th specifically for those folks who practice emergency management on a campus, NOT for those who teach it.  Carolyn Harshman, the conference chair, would like to offer some time during the conference for the academic side - a place where the academics in emergency management can discuss common issues.  The current plan is for this academic forum to take place on Sunday, November 11th. If there is anybody who would like to take the lead on getting that organized, please contact her at epc@pacbell.net.   More information about the practitioner workshop is available by contacting me at vjlucus@ucdavis.edu." 
(11)  PANDEMIC:

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania's Influenza Pandemic Response Plan (Website).  Harrisburg, PA:  PA Department of Health.  (Contains 2005 dated plan).  Accessed at:  http://www.pandemicflu.state.pa.us/pandemicflu/site/default.asp 

(12)  SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS COLLEGE -- PROPOSING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HS AD:

Talked today with Steven S. Sumner, Criminal Justice Department at Southeast Arkansas College about their investigation into the development of an Emergency Management and Homeland Security Associate Degree.  The school plans to forward a proposal to this effect this September and trust that it will be approved and the school can begin implementing this program Fall Semester 2008.  Put together a draft letter of support for this initiative and forwarded it to Mr. Sumner for comment.  I recommended that a description of this initiative be developed and forwarded to us for placement in the "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section of The College List on the EM Hi-Ed Project Website.  Also recommended attendance at the June 205, 2008 EM Hi-Ed Conference here at EMI.  For additional information, Mr. Sumner can be reached at:  ssumner@seark.edu 
(13)  TERRORISM:

Luce, Edward.  "Terror Support Falls in Muslim Countries."  Financial Times, July 24, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/4ed6c870-3a1b-11dc-9d73-0000779fd2ac.html
(14)  TRITON COMMUNITY COLLEGE, RIVER GROVE, IL -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Barbara Johnson has communicated with William Justiz, Emergency Services section at Triton Community college in response to his request for information to assist in an investigation into the development of an emergency management program there.  Like Coconino CC in AZ, Triton CC is considering the use of a combination of EMI developed classroom based training courses and Independent Study Courses.  A set of CD ROMs was provided to Mr. Justiz, who can be reached at sjustiz@triton.edu  for more information.
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
