July 24, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  AGING URBAN CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:

Associated Press.  "N.Y. Blast Raises Questions About Aging Infrastructure."  July 19, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.cnn.com/2007/US/07/19/manhattan.explosion.ap/index.html
[Excerpt:  "With a blast that made skyscrapers tremble, an 83-year-old steam pipe sent a powerful message that the miles of tubes, wires and iron beneath New York and other U.S. cities are getting older and could become dangerously unstable..... some experts said the age of the city's infrastructure was a possible factor. Pipes don't last forever.  'This may be a warning sign for this very old network of pipe that we have,' said Anil Agrawal, a professor of civil engineering at the City College of New York. 'We should not be looking at this incident as an isolated one.'  From Boston to Los Angeles, a number of American cities are entering a middle age of sorts, and the infrastructure propping them up is showing signs of strain."]

Lowe, Brendan.  'When Cities Break Down."  Time, July 19, 2007. Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/time/20070719/us_time/whencitiesbreakdown
[Excerpt:  "Urban planning experts say America's older cities are modern-day Pompeiis - within range of volcanoes of infrastructure failures like New York's."]

(2)  CITIZEN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS -- OR NOT:

Harvard School of Public Health.  "Survey of Hurricane Preparedness Finds One-Third on High Risk Coast Will Refuse Evacuation Order" (Press Release).  July 24, 2007, 5 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/2007-releases/press07242007.html 
Note:  This is up from 2006 results when 26% indicated they would not evacuate if ordered.  For additional information go to:  

data

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/files/Hurricane_release_2007_topline_total.doc 
charts

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/files/Hurricane_07_Charts_Overall.ppt 
(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

The Bakersfield Californian.  "Katrina-Like Disaster Looms in California's Delta" (Editorial).  July 14, 2007. Accessed at:

http://www.bakersfield.com/opinion/editorials/story/188860.html
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Quigley, Bill.  "Lessons from Katrina:  How to Destroy an African American City in 33 Steps."  Counterpunch, June 28, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.counterpunch.org/quigley06282007.html
(5)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT:

Hillig, Terry.  "Making a Flood Plain Work."  St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 17, 2007, At:

http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/illinoisnews/story/57C8E98A2B8D5E3A8625731B00100775?OpenDocument 
(6)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Freitag, Bob.  "How Can Emergency Managers Address Our Warming Climate?:

Relying on the Basics - An Essay."  June 2007, 6 pages.

[Note:  This is a paper provided to the EM HiEd Project for posting to the "Articles, Papers and Presentations" section of the Website.  It has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster and should be accessible shortly.]

Hayden, Thomas.  "Book Review:  'Storm World' by Chris Mooney."  Los

Angeles Times, July 15, 2007.  At:

http://www.latimes.com/features/books/la-bk-hayden15jul15134920,1,372573.story 
[Abstract:  "Science journalist Mooney delves into the stormy debate over whether global warming is leading to stronger hurricanes."  Storm World: Hurricanes, Politics, and the Battle Over Global Warming (Chris Mooney, Harcourt: 392 pp., $26).]

(7)  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

Andress, Carol.  Eliminating Hometown Hazards:  Cutting Chemical Risks At Wastewater Treatment Facilities.  New York:  Environmental Defense, 2003, 14 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.environmentaldefense.org/documents/3357_EliminatingHometownHazards.pdf 
Center for American Progress.  "Toxic Trains Threaten Safety." Washington, DC, CAP, July 17, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/07/ukraine_trains.html
Department of Homeland Security and Department of Transportation. "Recommended Security Action Items for the Rail Transportation of Toxic Inhalation Hazard Materials."  Washington, DC:  DHS & DOT, March 30, 2006, 5 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/news/FreightRailSecurityActionItemsFinal.pdf
(8)  PREPAREDNESS (ALSO RELEVANT TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, GLOBAL WARMING, HURRICANES, AND MITIGATION TOPICS):

Spanne, Autumn.  "Money, Will Lacking To Shore Up Emergency Preparedness

for Big Storms."  Standard-Times (MA), July 15, 2007, 5 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.southcoasttoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070715/SPECIAL/70712016 
(9)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Wissner, Sheila.  "Hurricane Katrina Prompts Tennessee Disaster Law: Health Workers Can be Verified More Quickly."  Tennessean, July 15, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://tennessean.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070715/NEWS02/707150381/1009/NEWS 
(10)  PRINCIPLE FEDERAL OFFICIALS -- TWO ITEMS:

ITEM ONE -- REPRESENTATIVE DAVID PRICE CORRESPONDENCE TO DHS SECRETARY CHERTOFF:

June 19, 2007

The Honorable Michael Chertoff

Secretary

Department of Homeland Security

Washington, D.C.  20528

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding your July 16, 2007,

letter to the nation's Governors, which pre-designates Principal Federal

Officials, Deputy Federal Officials, and Federal Coordinating Officers

to assist states following a major disaster or other emergency during

the current hurricane season.

As you know the House FY 2008 Homeland Security Appropriations Act would

prohibit the use of funds for any Principal Federal Official designee.

We have consistently heard from states and emergency management

organizations that the use of multiple leadership positions only leads

to confusion in the field following disasters and undermines FEMA's

primary response role.

I am also concerned that the letter directs states to contact the head

of the Office of Risk Management and Analysis at the National Protection

and Programs Directorate with questions related to pre-designated

officials. Such a direction is in contravention to both the letter and

spirit of Public Law 109-295, the Fiscal Year 2007 Homeland Security

Appropriations Act,

which states:

"the [FEMA] Administrator shall (A) lead the Nation's efforts to prepare

for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate against the

risk of natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made

disasters, including catastrophic incidents."  

Congress intended for FEMA to always act as the States' contact for

disaster preparedness and response issues.  I urge you to clarify this

aspect of FEMA's role with the state governors.  Thank you for your time

and attention.

Sincerely,

David Price

Chairman

Subcommittee on Homeland Security

ITEM TWO -- SULLIVAN CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY ARTICLE:

Sullivan, Eileen.  "Disaster Response Coordination Positions Bypass FEMA."  Congressional Quarterly, July 23, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://public.cq.com/docs/hs/hsnews110-000002556714.html
[Excerpt:  "Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff has made assignments to controversial federal disaster response positions and did not place the Federal Emergency Management Agency in charge of coordinating these officials. As he did in 2006, he pre-assigned principal and deputy principal federal officials, as well as federal coordinating officers in five regions across the country for the 2007 hurricane season.... The move has lawmakers and emergency management officials concerned....

In the response to Hurricane Katrina, the PFO and FCO [Federal Coordinating Officer] duality 'led to ambiguities of authority and responsibility which often severely hampered response as well as recovery efforts,' Larry E. Naake, executive director of the National

Association of Counties, and Michael Selves, president of the International Association of Emergency Managers, wrote in a May 15 letter to leaders of both the House and Senate Homeland Security Appropriations subcommittees. 'DHS's insistence on inserting a non-statutory, redundant and very confusing additional level of federal representation is causing serious problems.' In an interview with Congressional Quarterly on Monday, Selves said the decision to place the coordination responsibility in the National Protection and Programs Directorate is troubling. 'I'm at a loss to understand why that was done

that way,' he said."]

(11)  RESOURCES:

Received the following (which will be added to the stack and noted upon here upon review):

Rozario, Kevin.  The Culture of Calamity:  Disaster & The Making of Modern America.  Chicago and London:  University of Chicago Press, 2007, 313 pages.

(12)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Brown, Corrine.  "Congresswoman Brown Urges FEMA Administrator Paulison to Include Children's Representative to National Advisory Council." Washington, DC:  Office of Congresswoman Brown.  Accessed at:

http://www.house.gov/list/press/fl03_brown/pr_070710.html
Doolittle, Amy.  "Senators: FEMA Response Plans Should Weigh Seniors' Needs."   Federal Times, July 12, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=2893322
[Excerpt: "Senators want to know how the Federal Emergency Management Agency's new disability coordinator will integrate the needs of senior citizens into emergency-response planning. 'Older Americans who are homebound or otherwise transportation disadvantaged, low-income, non-English speakers, and/or live in rural or frontier areas may fall through the cracks during times of disaster if their unique needs are not addressed by the emergency management officials," Sens. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., and Herb Kohl, D-Wis., wrote in a July 10 letter to Cindy Lou Daniel. "Your role as disability coordinator brings much needed attention to the special needs of some of our most vulnerable citizens but also leaves open the possibility of gaps in emergency

planning for some older Americans.'  In the letter, Kohl and Lieberman said that while the law authorizing Daniel's position does not specifically mention senior citizens as part of her responsibility, they believe she should address their needs, as well."]

(13)  TERRORISM:

Center for American Progress.   "Testimony of Philip J. Crowley, Senior Fellow and Director of National Defense and Homeland Security, Center for American Progress, before the House Subcommittee on Economic Security, Infrastructure Protection and Cybersecurity."  Washington, DC: June 29, 2006, 4 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.americanprogress.org/kf/assessing_chemical_security_testimony.pdf 
Johnstone, Bill.  New Strategies to Protect America:  Terrorism and Mass Transit after London and Madrid.  Washington, DC:  Center for American Progress, Critical Infrastructure Security Series, August 2005, 21 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.americanprogress.org/kf/transit_security.pdf
Orum, Paul.  Toxic Trains and the Terrorist Threat:  How Water Utilities Can Get Chlorine Gas Off the Rails and Out of American Communities.  Wash. DC: Center for

American Progress, April 2007, 32 pages.  At:

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/pdf/chemical_security_report.pdf 
Savage, Charlie.  "Chlorine Attacks in Iraq Spur Warnings in US - Water-Plant Vigilance Urged."  Boston Globe, July 24, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.boston.com/news/nation/washington/articles/2007/07/24/chlorine_attacks_in_iraq_spur_warnings_in_us/ 
[Excerpt:  "A spate of deadly chlorine bomb attacks in Iraq is prompting the Bush administration to urge nearly 3,000 municipal water treatment plants in the United States to make sure their chlorine gas is well protected -- spotlighting what Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff has singled out as a "gap in our system of regulation....

'There's 10 things wrong with the chemical security rules, and I list this one first," said Rick Hind , legislative director of the Greenpeace Toxics Campaign. "The water treatment plants exemption is easiest to understand. Three thousand facilities -- wow, that's a big omission.' But water treatment plant operators say they will oppose any effort to get rid of their exemption. Operators argue that it is unnecessary to have Homeland Security looking over their shoulder because they are already making any necessary upgrades. They also argue that they do not want to pay for any additional fencing and guards that Homeland Security might require."]

Taylor, Brian D.  "Terrorism and Transit Security: 12 Recommendations For Progress."  Washington, DC:  Center for American Progress, August 10, 2005, 11 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.americanprogress.org/kf/taylor_transit_security.pdf 

[Excerpt from abstract:  "...one of the more sobering lessons from the research conducted as background to this paper is that significant system- or industry-wide changes in security planning have often required either prolonged exposure to smaller-scale attacks (such as those perpetrated by the IRA against transit systems in greater London) or a mass casualty event (such as in Tokyo, Madrid, or most recently London). Absent such events, warnings by vigilant police and intelligence officials have too often gone unheeded by many elected officials.  Given rising concern over transit terrorism in the U.S., I offer here a dozen observations on transit security, drawing largely on an upcoming report I recently coauthored with seven colleagues at UCLA, UC Berkeley, and San Jose State University for the Mineta Transportation Institute in San Jose and the UCLA International Institute in Los Angeles."]

(14)  WAR ON TERROR:

Teixeria, Ruy.  "Public Opinion Snapshot:  Back in the Days of 'Mission Accomplished'."  Center for American Progress, May 4, 2007, 3 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/05/opinion_mission_accomplished.html 
Teixeria, Ruy.  "Public Opinion Snapshot:  Public Understands the 'War on Terror' Isn't Working."  Center For American Progress, July 13, 2007. Accessed at:

http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/07/snapshot_iraq.html
(15)  WILDFIRE MITIGATION:

Associated Press.  "Fire Director Calls for Better Land Planning -- California Firefighters to Work More Closely With Communities."  Orange County Register (CA), July 19, 2007. Accessed at: 

http://www.ocregister.com/news/homes-fire-state-1779160-local-grijalva
[Excerpt:  "The wind-driven inferno that swept through a South Lake Tahoe subdivision last month and destroyed more than 250 homes is evidence that state fire officials must become more involved in local planning decisions, California's top fire official said Wednesday. As more and more homes are built in or near forests, the danger from fires

and the cost of fighting them increases, said Ruben Grijalva, director of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. Such concerns too often are mere afterthoughts when local governments decide where housing developments should be located and how they should be protected, Grijalva said during a legislative hearing on state disaster planning."]
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