July 19, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  ACCREDITATION OF COLLEGIATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:

Communicated with a collegiate Emergency Management Faculty member today on the topic of the undertaking of "a research project to foster some form of working relationship between Emergency Management higher education and the six regional accrediting bodies."  Intend to financially support this research project when a Fiscal Year 2008 EM HiEd budget becomes available.

(2)  CDC CITIES READINESS INITIATIVE:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Cities Readiness Initiative (Website).  Last updated July 5, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.bt.cdc.gov/cri/
[From CDC Website:  "The Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) is a pilot program to aid cities in increasing their capacity to deliver medicines and medical supplies during a large-scale public health emergency such as a bioterrorism attack or a nuclear accident."]

For more information on the CDC CRI:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Key Facts about the Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI).  Atlanta, GA:  CDC, July 3, 2007, 1 page.  Accessed at:  http://www.bt.cdc.gov/cri/facts.asp
(3)  DHS HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM:

Department of Homeland Security.  “DHS Announces $1.7 Billion in Homeland Security Grants.”  Washington, DC:  DHS, Office of the Press Secretary, July 18, 2007, 2 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1184781799950.shtm
Department of Homeland Security.  FY 2007 Homeland Security Grant Program.  Washington, DC:  DHS, July 18, 2007, 19 pages. At:  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/grants_st-local_fy07.pdf
Department of Homeland Security.  State Contacts & Grant Award Information (Website).  Washington, DC:  DHS, July 18, 2007 Update.  At:  http://www.dhs.gov/xgovt/grants/index.shtm
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MAGAZINE PIECE ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION:

Talked today briefly with Jessica Jones who is doing a story for EM Magazine on EM Higher Education.  Thus, it seems likely that there will be a story on this subject in the not too distant future.  Noted, in response to the first question, that I thought Emergency Management Higher Education was a good idea -- go figure.

(5)  FEMA:

Associated Press.  “FEMA Dumping Ice Than Cost Millions to Store Since Katrina.”  July 15, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.signonsandiego.com/uniontrib/20070715/news_1n15ice.html
[Excerpt:  "After nearly two years, thousands of truck miles and $12.5 million in storage costs, a cold relic of the flawed Hurricane Katrina relief effort is going down the drain. The federal government is getting rid of thousands of pounds of ice it had sent south to help Katrina victims, then north when it determined much of the ice wasn't needed. The Federal Emergency Management Agency had been hanging on to the ice in case it was needed for another disaster, but decided to get rid of it because FEMA couldn't determine if it was still safe for human consumption. 'We just didn't take any chances,' FEMA spokeswoman Alexandra Kirin said. The ice, held at 23 facilities nationwide, is being melted. The cost of storing the ice at all the facilities since Katrina totals $12.5 million. The Army Corps of Engineers acknowledged after the August 2005 hurricane that it had ordered too much ice because of faulty estimates by local officials. Truckers received up to $900 a day to move the ice to storage sites around the country. Kirin said FEMA tried to donate the ice but 'had no takers'.”]

(6)  INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS:

Department of Homeland Security.  “Public Safety Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Allocations.”  Washington, DC:  DHS, July 18, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xgovt/grants/gc_1184774852768.shtm
Department of Homeland Security.  “Secretaries Gutierrez, Chertoff Announce Nearly $1 Billion in First Responder Communications Grants Funds to Help Fire Fighters, Police and Other First Responders Communicate During a Disaster” (Press Release).  Washington, DC:  DHS< Office of the Press Secretary, July 18, 2007.  At:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1184783934669.shtm
Department of Homeland Security.  “Transcript Of Press Conference With Secretary Michael Chertoff And Secretary Carlos M. Gutierrez To Announce Nearly $1 Billion In First Responder Communications Grants.”  Washington, DC:  DHS, Office of the Press Secretary, July 18, 2007, 5 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases//pr_1184795483305.shtm
Hatch, David.  “Homeland Security Chief Defends Timing of Communications Grants.”  National Journal’s Technology Daily, July 18, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=37513&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "In an interview, Charles Werner, chief of the Charlottesville, Va., fire department, said the grants are a good start but complained that they should have been available earlier.'You've had 9/11 occur. You've had [Hurricane] Katrina occur,' Werner said. 'How much more reinforcement do we need to move forward with these efforts?' He emphasized that a billion dollars "doesn't go very far" when spread across 60,000 public-safety agencies.  In a Wednesday letter to Chertoff, the National Governors Association said additional money is necessary to secure the homeland. 'Unfortunately, administration budget requests and annual appropriations for core federal-state programs such as the state homeland security grant program have decreased precipitously,' the governors wrote."]

(7)  NATIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS, VERSION 1 DOCUMENT:

Received today, for review and comment by 10:30AM, the following document:

Department of Homeland Security.  National Operations Center Concept of Operations, Version 1 (Unclassified/FOUO).  Washington, DC:  DHS, Office of Operations Coordination, 13July07, 42 pp.

Since the document is For Official Use Only, I can't get into my comments -- other than to say they were not flattering.

(8)  PANDEMIC:

CIDRAP.  HHS, DHS Fund Public Health Preparedness and Emergency Response.  Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, University of Minnesota, July 18, 2007, 3 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jul1807funding.html
CIDRAP.  “White House Issues 1-Year Status Report on Pandemic Planning.”  University of Minnesota, Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, July 17, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jul1707whitehouse.html
Department of Health and Human Services.  Community Strategy for Pandemic Influenza Mitigation.  Washington, DC:  HHS, February 2007, 76 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/plan/community/commitigation.html#I
Department of Health and Human Services.  HHS Announces $896.7 Million in Funding to States for Public Health Preparedness and Emergency Response.  Washington, DC:  HHS, July 17, 2007, 4 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2007pres/07/pr20070717c.html
Department of Health and Human Services.  Pandemic Planning Update IV -- Report from Secretary Michael O. Leavitt.  Washington, DC:  HHS, July 18, 2007, 16 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/plan/panflureport4.html#message
Harris, Gardiner.  “Limited Capacity Is Seen in Flu Defenses.”  New York Times, July 18, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/health/18flu.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
(9)  TERRORISM:

International Herald Tribune (Editorial).  “The Politics of Fear.”  July 18, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/07/18/opinion/edfear.php
[1st paragraph:  "On Tuesday, the director of national intelligence released a report with the politically helpful title of "The Terrorist Threat to the U.S. Homeland." Fran Townsend, the president's homeland security adviser, held a news conference to trumpet its findings. The message, as always: Be very afraid. And don't question the president."]

Mazzetti, Mark, and David E. Sanger.  “Bush Aides See Failure in Fight With Al Qaeda in Pakistan.”  New York Times, July 17, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/washington/18intel.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin
New York Times.  “`Key Judgments’ on Terrorist Threat to U.S.”  July 18, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/washington/18itext.html
Shane, Scott.  “Six Years After 9/11, the Same Threat.”  New York Times, July 17, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/18/washington/18assess.html?th&emc=th
[Excerpt:  "Nearly six years after the Sept. 11 attacks, the hundreds of billions of dollars and thousands of lives expended in the name of the war on terror pose a single, insistent question: Are we safer?  On Tuesday, in a dark and strikingly candid two pages, the nation’s intelligence agencies offered an implicit answer, and it was not encouraging. In many respects, the National Intelligence Estimate suggests, the threat of terrorist violence against the United States is growing worse, fueled by the Iraq war and spreading Islamic extremism."]

(10)  TRAINING COURSE VACANCIES AT EMI AND NOBLE -- LOOKING FOR STUDENTS:

Received the following email yesterday afternoon:

"Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Training Opportunities -- Vacancies exist in the offerings for both NETC and NTC for the 2nd semester of 2007 courses at the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland and Anniston, Alabama.  For more information, please go to: www.training.fema.gov/emiweb; or contact the Admissions Office at (301) 447-1035 or via email at netc-admissions@dhs.gov .  Send completed applications to your State Training Officer for approval.  The State will then forward them to Admissions.   If interested, apply immediately!

Applications for course vacancies must be received at least 6 weeks before the course start date for the applicant to be considered for the course.  Vacancies within 6 weeks of the course start date shall only be filled from the established waitlist, so it’s important to apply early!

Held at National Emergency Training Center:

E270 -- Managing Flood.Dev.through NFIP TTT, 9/10-13/07 -- 7 vacancies

E279 -- Retrofit.Floodprone Residential Buildings -- 9/24/07 -- 22 vacancies

E317 -- Comp. Data Mgmt for HazUs MH -- 9/17-20/07 -- 17 vacancies

E449 -- ICS Curricula TTT -- 9/24-28/07 -- 1 vacancy

E464 -- Disaster Resistant Jobs:  Strategies for CEER -- 8/20-23/07 -- 15 vacancies

E580 -- Emergency Management Framework for Tribal Govt -- 9/10-13/07 -- 11 vacancies

Held at Noble Training Center:

B301 -- Radiological Emergency Response Operations -- 9/10-14/07 -- 5 vacancies        

B302 -- Advanced Radiological Incident Ops – ARIO -- 8/20-23/07 -- 19 vacancies
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
