July 17, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  BENEFIT-COST REVIEW IN MITIGATION PLANNING:

FEMA.  Using Benefit-Cost Review in Mitigation Planning: State and Local Mitigation Planning How-To Guide Number Five (FEMA 386-5).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, May 2007, 26 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=2680
[Abstract:  "The purpose of a mitigation plan is to reduce the community's vulnerability to hazards. After assessing its risks, a community may consider many mitigation options. FEMA's Mitigation Planning regulation supports the principle of cost-effectiveness by requiring hazard mitigation plans to have an action plan that includes a prioritization process that demonstrates a special emphasis on maximization of benefits over costs. The purpose of this guide is to help local jurisdictions understand how to apply the concepts of Benefit-Cost Review to the prioritization of mitigation actions, and thereby meet the requirement of the Rule."]

(2)  FLOOD MITIGATION AND THE FEMA COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM:

After listening to a presentation by Dr. Samuel Brody with Texas A&M University during last week's Hazards Workshop and Disaster Research Meeting in Boulder, asked Dr. Brody for a copy of his Power Points, which were received today:

Brody, Samuel D., Wesley Highfield, Sammy Zahran.  Policy Learning for Flood Mitigation - A Longitudinal Assessment of CRS Activities in Florida.  Power Point Presentation 9 22 pages) delivered during Annual Hazards Workshop and Disaster Research Meeting, University of Colorado at Boulder, July 12, 2007.

From 1st Power Point:  

"In Coastal Texas

A real unit increase in the Community Rating System (CRS) equals $38,989 reduction in the average property damage per flood. 

If every jurisdiction maximized their CRS rating the cost of floods would be less than a quarter of $320 million observed over study period.

For every real unit increase in the CRS, the odds of death and injury from a flood event decrease by 36.05 percent."

From 2nd Power Point:

"In Florida

A real unit change in CRS rating equals $303,525 decrease in average amount of damage.

CRS rating is more than twice as effective as dams in reducing flood property damage."

Interesting stuff in my opinion.  For additional information, Dr. Brody can be reached at:  sbrody@tamu.edu 
(3)  MITIGATION ACT OF 2000 PLANNING GUIDANCE (BLUE BOOK) JUNE 2007 REVISION AVAILABLE:

FEMA.  Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance Under The Disaster Mitigation Act of  2000 (Blue Book).  Washington, DC:  FEMA, June 2007 Revision, 195 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=2752
[Abstract:  "To help States, Tribes, and local governments better understand the Mitigation Planning rule under 44 CFR Part 201, FEMA has prepared this document with two major objectives. First, the "Blue Book" is designed to help Federal and State reviewers evaluate mitigation plans from different jurisdictions in a fair and consistent manner.  Second, the "Blue Book" is intended to help States, Tribes, and local jurisdictions develop new mitigation plans or modify existing ones in accordance with the requirements of the Rule."]

(4)  TERRORISM:

Office of the Director of National Intelligence.  National Intelligence Estimate:  The Terrorist Threat to the US Homeland.  National Intelligence Council, July 17, 2007, 7 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.emergencyemail.org/newsemergency/anmviewer.asp?a=215&z=13
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
