January 8, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

BWB Note:  Have been away from the office for the better part of the last three weeks, so there will be some catching up to do within the Activity Report.
(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Department of Homeland Security.  "DHS Releases Nationwide Interoperable Communications Assessment."  January 3, 2007.  At:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1167843848098.shtm
[Note:  Also accessible from the URL noted above is an 8-page document "Remarks by Secretary Michael Chertoff at a Press Conference on the Nationwide Interoperable Communications Assessment."]

Harris, Shane.  "Chertoff Discusses Goals, Responds to Critics."

National Journal, December 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35740&dcn=e_gvet
HS Today, Vol. 4, No. 1, January 2007 <Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.>.  Note:

Starting at p. 28 is an interview with DHS Deputy Secretary Michael P.

Jackson, conducted by HS Today editor David Silverberg, entitled "Looking Ahead at DHS."  Amongst other things, the article discusses "The Six Priorities" for DHS for 2007:

1. Get control of the border.

2. Defend the country against weapons of mass destruction.

3. Strengthen the screening of travelers and workers.

4. Secure critical infrastructure systems.

5. Build a nimble and efficient and effective emergency response system.

6. Encourage a national culture of preparedness.

(2)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Whoriskey, Peter.  "New Orleans Repeats Mistakes as It Rebuilds - Many Houses Built in Areas Katrina Flooded Are Not on Raised Foundations." Washington Post, January 4, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/03/AR2007010301593.html 
[BWB Note:  Not much of a surprise here, this is what happens more often than not after disaster -- which is one of the reasons disasters are going to continue to be a growth business in the U.S. for some time to come -- and why New Orleans will continue to be a disaster, if not catastrophe, just waiting to happen -- again.]

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMPETENCIES:

The Project Assistant informs me that a document on Emergency Management Core Competencies by Dr. David Etkin, Coordinator of the Emergency Management Program at York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, has now been posted to the EM HiEd Project Website -- EM Competencies and Curricula section -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/EMCompetencies.asp
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Exchanged communications today with Glenn Wisbey, Training Coordinator, North Carolina Division of Emergency Management concerning his putting together a breakout session panel on "how North Carolina has revitalized and revamped its Emergency Preparedness Technology curriculum into a state-wide 2+2 environment."  Will definitely include this topic on the agenda.  For additional information, Glenn Wisbey can be reached at: gwisbey@ncem.org 
(5)  LAKESHORE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, WI -- DEVELOPING AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATE DEGREE:

A description of the Emergency Management Associate Degree being developed by Lakeshore Technical College in Cleveland Wisconsin has now been uploaded to the College List on the EM HiEd Project webpage -- Programs Being Proposed/Developed section -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/proposedprogram/Lakeshore%20Technical%20College%20-%20EM%20Associate.doc   
For additional information contact Rich Hoerth, Dean of Public Safety, at:  rich.hoerth@gotoltc.edu 
(6)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

Government Accountability Office.  National Flood Insurance Program:

New Processes Aided Hurricane Katrina Claims Handling, But FEMA's Oversight Should Be Improved.  Washington, DC:  GAO, December 15, 2006,

68 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-169
(7)  RESOURCES:

Committee on Planning for Catastrophe.  Successful Response Starts With a Map:  Improving Geospatial Support for Disaster Management.

Washington DC:  National Academies Press, National Research Council, Division on Earth Sciences and Resources, Mapping Science Committee, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://books.nap.edu/catalog/11793.html
Government Accountability Office.  Transportation-Disadvantaged

Populations:  Actions Needed to Clarify Responsibilities and Increase Preparedness for Evacuations.  Washington, DC:  GAO, December 2006, 71 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-44
University Corporation for Atmospheric Research.  MedEd Website Page (Meteorology Education & Training), "Emergency Management" Topic Page. Accessed at:  http://meted.ucar.edu/topics_emt.php
University Corporation for Atmospheric Research.  Supporting Military Emergency Response During Hazardous Releases.  Boulder CO:  UCAR, COMET Program, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://meted.ucar.edu/dispersion/afwa/
(8)  UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, FAIRBANKS -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BACHELOR DEGREE APPROVED:

Project Assistant is working with Cameron D. Carlson, Director, Emergency Preparedness, Statewide Office of Risk Management, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, on the development of a description of the recently approved Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management.  A December 8, 2006 Press Release on the approval in early December of this program by the University of Alaska Board of Regents can be accessed at:

http://www.alaska.edu/opa/eNews/index.xml
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- SEARCHING FOR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Project Assistant informs me that the webmaster has now uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website -- EM Faculty Positions section -- a solicitation from the University of Akron:

Assistant Professor of Emergency Management -- The University of Akron

The University of Akron's Summit College invites applications for a full-time tenure track Assistant/Associate Professor of Emergency Management.  Responsibilities include but are not limited to, teaching undergraduate courses in the Emergency Management Bachelor's program; curriculum review and development with increasing emphasis on distributed education; establish collaborative relationships with the public/private sector; and fulfilling standard duties of an academic professor in an undergraduate program.

Qualifications:  Master's degree in emergency management, public administration, homeland security or a related field required, Doctorate preferred.  Minimum of three years of related professional experience required.  Experience in grant writing, research, and collaboration between academia and the public/private sector preferred.  Teaching experience in emergency management or a related field required.

Send VITA and supporting documents, including transcripts of degrees earned, to:

Professor John E. Mumper, Chair, Emergency Management Search Committee, Polsky Bldg. Suite 161, The University of Akron, Akron, Ohio 44325-4304.

Salary competitive.  The Search Committee will begin reviewing applications starting January 31, 2007.  Position is open until filled.

The University of Akron is committed to a policy of equal employment opportunity and to the principles of affirmative action in accordance with state and federal laws.
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
