January 31, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BRANDON UNIVERSITY, CANADA -- DISASTER AND EMERGENCY STUDIES FACULTY POSITION:

Received today from the Chair of the Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies Program at Brandon University, the following faculty position solicitation -- which will be posted in the "EM Faculty Positions" section of the EM HiEd Project website:

"Brandon University invites applications for a tenure-track faculty position in the Department of Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies (ADES). The ADES program has been in place since 2001 and has an established student base.  Brandon University has invested significantly in library holdings and information technology, including a fully equipped Emergency Operations Lab, to support teaching and research.  ADES offers four-year Baccalaureate degrees in Arts or Science (B.A. or B.Sc.).  Required ADES courses include introduction to disaster studies and to emergency management, hazards, disaster risk assessment, policy and law, recovery, mitigation, preparedness planning and response management. Current electives range from sociology of disasters to international comparisons.

"The successful candidate will teach courses from the core topics and deliver elective courses in their area of specialty.  Preference will be given to candidates who can teach courses in natural and technological hazards, risk assessment and modeling, or similar disaster science courses. This position will complement the department's current strengths in vulnerability science, health issues, rural resilience and gender analysis.  

"Evidence of successful teaching, research and scholarship in the field of disaster studies and emergency management is required. The candidate should also have practical or applied experience in the area and understanding of the challenges posed by an interdisciplinary approach to the field. This is an applied program so the successful candidate will have the ability to effectively link university-based activities with public and private agencies and institutions. The position requires a Ph.D. in emergency management or disaster studies, taken as a specialty from such fields as Anthropology, Earth Sciences, Economics, Engineering, Geography, Management, Planning, Political Science, Psychology, Public Administration, or Sociology.  A Masters degree in these areas combined with sufficient relevant experience will also be considered.

Applications are invited by April 16, 2007.  The appointment will take effect August 1, 2007 or upon candidate availability.  Salary and rank will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. Please send a letter of application, curriculum vitae, transcripts, citizenship or Canadian immigration status, and the names and email addresses of three referees to:

Dr. Austin Gulliver

Dean of Science

Brandon University

Brandon, MB R7A 6A9

gulliver@brandonu.ca 
"All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, Canadians and permanent residents will be given priority.  Short-listed candidates will be expected to provide copies of credentials at time of interview."

(2)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Barr, Stephen.  "Homeland Security Employees Feeling the Blues."

Washington Post, 31 Jan 2007. At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/30/AR2007013001619.html 
[Excerpts:  "The employees have spoken. What they have said about job satisfaction has gratified four relatively small federal agencies and sent a jolt through the Department of Homeland Security, which scored last or almost last in job satisfaction, leadership and workplace performance. The ratings came from the 2006 Federal Human Capital Survey, announced by the Office of Personnel Management yesterday. About 221,500 federal employees responded to the survey and provided a sense of what they think of their agencies as places to work.... Nearly 10,400 Homeland Security employees participated in the survey and gave the department essentially rock-bottom scores in key job satisfaction, leadership and management areas when stacked up against 35 other agencies in the survey."  

(3)  EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS:

Strohm, Chris.  "Panelists Call For Emergency Communications Mandate." Congress Daily, January 30, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35987&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "Members of the House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee and a panel of national security experts criticized the Homeland Security Department Tuesday for not doing enough to ensure that state and local governments have interoperable communications equipment, adding that Congress should mandate new standards.... Former Sen. Warren Rudman, R-N.H., who co-chaired the National Commission on Terrorism, said Congress should mandate what kind of communications equipment states should buy and set standards governing what radio frequencies they should use. "Why it hasn't been done better than it's been done is just frankly beyond me," he said....  Retired Coast Guard Adm. James Loy, a former DHS deputy secretary, said Congress should require the department to develop a strategic plan for what it wants to accomplish by 2020 and how those goals will be reached. He said he was frustrated when he left the department in 2005, and remains frustrated that DHS has not done more to improve communications across agencies. "The challenge with respect to interoperable communications is probably the most dramatically identified challenge that we've had on the table since 9/11," he said. Former Rep. Timothy Roemer, D-Ind., who was a member of the 9/11 Commission, said Congress should take $10 billion out of President Bush's emergency spending supplemental for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and put it toward domestic security, including helping states and cities buy interoperable communications equipment. Former Sen. Gary Hart, D-Colo., the other co-chairman of the National Commission on Terrorism, said homeland security is suffering because the National Guard is deployed abroad. "I happen to believe that the deployment of the Guard overseas undermines homeland security," he said. "We are weakened by the way the Guard is being deployed."]

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY LAW "COURSE TREATMENT" PROJECT:

Received from Professor William Nicholson, North Carolina Central University, a set of Power Point slides on "Emergency Management and Homeland Security Law" as part of the requirements of a micro purchase work order with the EM HiEd Project to produce a "course treatment" as an beneficial aid to those who wish to develop a full-blown college course on this topic.  Reviewed this material and provided review comments to Professor Nicholson.  After the 2nd draft of this slide series has been delivered and approved this material will be uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Course Treatments section -- to join the EM & HS Law Syllabus previously drafted. See: 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/EM%20and%20HS%20Law%20Syllabus.doc 
For additional information, William Nicholson can be reached at: wnicholson@nccu.edu 
(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Conference Goals and Objectives -- drafted Conference Background, Goals and Objectives 2-page document for posting in the Conference Box at the top of the EM HiEd Project homepage and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload -- should be accessible soon.

Recovery -- Communicated today with a representative of the FEMA HQ Recovery Division on conference participation/presentation.

(6)  FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HIGH RISK PROGRAMMATIC AREAS:

Government Accountability Office.  High-Risk Series:  An Update (GAO-07-310).  Washington, DC:  GAO, January 31, 2007, 98 pages. Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07310.pdf
[Excerpt:  "GAO's audits and evaluations identify federal programs and operations that, in some cases, are high risk due to their greater vulnerabilities to fraud, waste, abuse and mismanagement.  In recent years, GAO has also identified high-risk areas to focus on the need for transformations to address major economy, efficiency, or effectiveness

challenges.... This report contains GAO's views on what remains to be done to bring about lasting solutions for each high risk area."

I note in particular:

Transforming Federal Oversight of Food Safety, pp. 26-31

Implementing and Transforming the Department of Homeland Security, pp. 33-34, 45-46

Protecting the Federal Government's Information Systems and the Nation's Critical Infrastructure, pp. 43-44

Establishing Appropriate and Effective Information-Sharing Mechanisms to Improve Homeland Security, pp. 47-48

National Flood Insurance Program, pp. 91-92.  {Concerning the NFIP, the GAO writes:  "The NFIP, by design is not actuarially sound.... Total collected premiums will unlikely be sufficient to pay all expected flood losses over time."}

(7)  KATRINA RECOVERY:

Warner, Coleman.  "N.O. Planners' Vision Will Cost $14 Billion."  New Orleans Times-Picayune.  January 31, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-7/1170228330319700.xml&coll=1 
(8)  PANDEMIC:

Associated Press.  "Japan Debates National Survival Strategies To Face Possible Influenza Pandemic." January 19, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/01/19/asia/AS-GEN-Japan-Bird-Flu-Survival.php  

[Thanks to King County Emergency Management Director Eric Holdeman for bringing this to my attention, via his "Eric's Corner" electronic newsletter.]

(9)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Scully, Megan.  "GAO:  Guard May Lack Gear Needed for Domestic Crises." Congress Daily, January 30, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0107/013007cdam1.htm
(10)  WILDFIRES:

Straub, Noelle. "Feds Wrestle With Firefighting Costs." Jackson Hole

Star-Tribune, 31Jan2007. At:

http://www.jacksonholestartrib.com/articles/2007/01/31/news/wyoming/63f807a77725a2948725727400036322.txt 
[Excerpt:  "The skyrocketing federal cost of preventing and fighting wildfires won't drop until state and local governments and the insurance industry work to stem the number of new homes built near wild lands, lawmakers and officials said Tuesday at a Senate hearing. Federal agencies responsible for fire suppression also came under criticism at

the Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing for failing to make needed changes over the past seven years to improve management of wildfires.... The federal government spent $1.9 billion on fire suppression in 2006, the worst wildfire year on record, officials said. Nearly 10 million acres burned."]

That's all for now,

Wayne B.

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax 

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov
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