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(1)  BIRD FLU PANDEMIC:

Marsa, Linda.  "Fighting the Bird Flu, Fast."  Los Angeles Times, January 29, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/features/health/la-he-lab29jan29,1,424532,print.story 
(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN AND DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Eisler, Peter.  "146 U.S. Levees May Fail In Flood."  USA Today, January 29, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20070129/1a_lede29.art.htm
[Note:  "The Army Corps of Engineers has identified 146 levees nationwide that it says pose an unacceptable risk of failing in a major flood.... The corps and FEMA are saying, 'We've been lax as a nation in our operation and maintenance of these levees, and it's time to tighten up,' " says Larry Larson, director of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, an organization for officials who run flood-control systems. "You're talking about risking a lot of lives if one of these fails." After Katrina, Congress directed the corps and FEMA, which administers federal flood insurance, to identify at-risk levees. The corps inspects about 2,000 levees nationwide, mostly larger ones. The corps provided USA TODAY only with a list of how many faulty levees have been found in each state. Spokesman Pete Pierce says the corps does not want to release the list of the 146 places where levees have been identified as inadequate until all levees are inspected and all communities with faulty levees are notified. USA TODAY has filed a request for that list under the Freedom of Information Act."] 

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Borenstein, Seth.  "Report Has 'Smoking Gun' On Climate."  Associated Press, January 22, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070123/ap_on_sc/warming_climate_report
[Excerpt:  "Human-caused global warming is here, visible in the air, water and melting ice, and is destined to get much worse in the future, an authoritative global scientific report will warn next week.  "The smoking gun is definitely lying on the table as we speak," said top U.S. climate scientist Jerry Mahlman, who reviewed all 1,600 pages of the first segment of a giant four-part report. "The evidence ... is compelling." Andrew Weaver, a Canadian climate scientist and study co-author, went even further: "This isn't a smoking gun; climate is a battalion of intergalactic smoking missiles..... The future is bleak, scientists said. "We have barely started down this path," said chapter co-author Richard Alley of Penn State University."]

Ravilious, Kate.  "2100: A World of Wild Weather.  New Scientist.com.

January 18, 2007.  At: 

http://environment.newscientist.com/article/mg19325874.000-2100-a-world-of-wild-weather.html 
[Excerpt:  "Think back to the hottest summer you can remember. Now imagine a summer like that every year. For those of us who are still around by the end of the 21st century, this is what we can expect, according to a new index that maps the different ways that climate change will hit different parts of the world. The map reveals how much more frequent extreme climate events, such as heatwaves and floods, will be by 2100 compared with the late 20th century. It is the first to show how global warming will combine with natural variations in the climate to affect our planet."]  {Thanks to Steve Detwiler for Borenstein and Ravilious global warming article references.]

Taugher, Mike.  "California's Changing Climate: Degrees of Concern."

Oakland Tribune, January 28, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.insidebayarea.com/oaklandtribune/ci_5105854
[Excerpt:  "At the Golden Gate, the sea is rising. In the Sierra Nevada, the snowpack is shrinking. These developments, attributable to a warming climate, threaten one of California's most indispensable resources: water. Without water and the ability to move it efficiently over hundreds of miles - to cities, suburbs, farms and factories - California would be unrecognizable as the fertile, vibrant state it is today."]

(4)  GLOUCESTER COUNTY COLLEGE, SEWELL NJ: INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/HS PROGRAM:

Communicated with Len E. Clark concerning an investigation at Gloucester County College into the development of an Associate of Applied Science Degree, an Associate of Science Degree and a Certificate in Emergency Management/Homeland Security (including tracks in each).  A proposal is currently under external review.  If all goes well the school is anticipating a Fall 2008  "roll-out" of these new emergency management programs.  For additional information, Len Clark can be reached at:

leclark@co.gloucester.nj.us 
(5)  HARPER COLLEGE, PALATINE, IL -- INVESTIGATING LOWER DIVISION EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Talked today with Paula Saltzman, Diverse Workforce Recruitment Coordination for Harper College, concerning their investigation into the development of an emergency management academic program.  This was by way of a follow-up to the Activity Report item last week on their solicitation for an emergency management faculty member.  Ms. Saltzman will be sending a longer and more descriptive description of this job description for posting within the "EM Faculty Positions" section of the EM HiEd Project website.  I discussed some of the ins and outs of the Project website as well as recommending representation from Harper at this year's Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-7, 2007.  Ms. Saltzman noted that the point of contact for this investigation is Dr. Vicky Gukenberger, Dean of Health and Safety, who can be reached at:  847-925-6682.  For more information, Ms. Saltzman can be reached at:  psaltzma@harpercollege.edu 
(6)  KATRINA AND RITA RECOVERY:

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita: Outstanding Need, Slow Progress (Hearing).

New Orleans, January 29, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=415 
Accessible thus far from the URL noted above on today's hearing are prepared statements:

Panel 1

  The Honorable Donald E. Powell, Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding, DHS (18 pages)

  The Honorable Steven C. Preston, Administrator, U.S. Small Business Administration (3 pages)

  The Honorable Pamela Patenaude, HUD Ast. Sec. of Community Planning and Development (2 pages)

  Gil H. Jamieson, Deputy Director of Gulf Coast Recovery, FEMA/DHS (16

pages)

  Gregory D. Kutz, Managing Director, Forensic Audits and Special Investigations, GAO (17 pages)  

Panel 2

  The Honorable C. Ray Nagin, Mayor , City of New Orleans

  Walter J. Leger, Jr., Chairman, Housing and Redevelopment Task Force , LA Recovery Authority

  Suzanne T. Mestayer, Chairman of the Board , Greater New Orleans Inc.

From Powell's statement:  "The federal government has committed more than $110 billion toward the recovery effort..."

(7)  WAR ON TERROR:

Bell, David A.  "Was 9/11 Really That Bad? - The Attacks Were A Horrible Act of Mass Murder, But History Says We're Overreacting."  Los Angeles Times, January 28, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-op-bell28jan28,0,3764261.story?coll=la-opinion-rightrail 
[David A. Bell is a professor of history at Johns Hopkins University and a contributing editor for the New Republic.  Argues that:  "...if we look at nothing but our enemies' objectives, it is hard to see any indication of an overreaction. The people who attacked us in 2001 are indeed hate-filled fanatics who would like nothing better than to destroy this country. But desire is not the same thing as capacity, and although Islamist extremists can certainly do huge amounts of harm around the world, it is quite different to suggest that they can threaten the existence of the United States. Yet a great many Americans, particularly on the right, have failed to make this distinction. For them, the "Islamo-fascist" enemy has inherited not just Adolf Hitler's implacable hatreds but his capacity to destroy.... Not every adversary is an apocalyptic threat....  as the comparison with the Soviet experience should remind us {averaged 3000 deaths every six hours for four years}, the war against terrorism has not yet been much of a war at all, let alone a war to end all wars. It is a messy, difficult, long-term struggle against exceptionally dangerous criminals who actually like nothing better than being put on the same level of historical importance as Hitler - can you imagine a better recruiting tool? To fight them effectively, we need coolness, resolve and stamina. But we also need to overcome long habit and remind ourselves that not every enemy is in fact a threat to our existence."] 

D'Souza, Dinesh.  "Bin Laden, The Left and Me."  The Washington Post, January 28, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/26/AR2007012601624.html 
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