January 26, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION:

Department of Defense.  "Report of the Defense Science Board Task Force on Critical Homeland Infrastructure Protection."  Washington, DC:  DOD Office of the Under Secretary of Defense For Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, January 2007, 45 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.acq.osd.mil/dsb/reports.htm
(2)  FEMA AND DHS:

January 3, 2007 Congressional Press Release relating to DHS implementation of FEMA overhaul legislation: http://lieberman.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?id=267172
(3)  FEMA AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Received today a 32-page FEMA Headquarters PDF document entitled "Vision for New FEMA: The Nation's Preeminent Emergency Management Agency," dated December 12, 2006.

The Overview section (p. 3) states that "To regain trust and confidence of the American people, we will transform FEMA into the "Nation's Preeminent Emergency Management Agency."  To do this, we must:

* Strengthen core capabilities, competencies and capacities....

* Build strong Regions....

* Strengthen our partnership with States....

* Professionalize the national emergency management system....

The document then describes nine "operational core competencies:"

1. Incident Management

2. Operational Planning

3. Disaster Logistics

4. Emergency Communications

5. Service to Disaster Victims

6. Continuity Programs

7. Public Disaster Communications

8. Integrated Preparedness

9. Hazard Mitigation

Under the subheading "Professionalize the National Network of Emergency Managers," is the following text:

* Expand the emergency management body of knowledge....

* Strengthen emergency management education.  FEMA will work...with institutions of higher education to facilitate the development of curricula that will support the granting of degrees in emergency management, and begin laying the foundation for future generations of professional emergency managers."

I have requested that the EMI Webmaster upload this document to the EM HiEd Project website -- EM References tab ( or section) in the blue column on the left side of the homepage as soon as possible.  This action is pending approval from FEMA HQ.

(4)  HARPER COLLEGE, PALATINE, IL -- LOOKING FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY:

Received today the following solicitation:

RESPONSIBILITIES: This is a full time tenure track faculty position in the Emergency Management program beginning August 2007.

Responsibilities include teaching in the new Emergency Management program as well as serving as a liaison for the EMS program.

QUALIFICATIONS: Master's degree in Emergency Management, Criminal Justice, Fire Science or Public Administration is preferred. Bachelor's degree is required. Two years of teaching experience is preferred. Five years of related occupational experience. Must have documented experience in Emergency Management.

For more information or to apply, go to: http://jobs.harpercollege.edu.

CONTACT: 847-925-6837; Fax: 847-925-6051; psaltzma@harpercollege.edu 
(5)  INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT:

Committee on Using Information Technology to Enhance Disaster Management, National Research Council.  Improving Disaster Management:  The Role of IT in Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery.  Washington, DC:  National Academies Press, 2007, 126 pages.  Accessible at:  http://books.nap.edu/catalog/11824.html#toc
[Abstract:  "Information technology has unrealized potential to improve how communities and the nation handle natural disasters and terrorism.... Investments in information technology by federal, state, and local agencies with disaster management responsibilities would improve the exchange of critical information, support better decision making, increase the flexibility of these organizations, and better manage the public in disaster response and recovery."]

(6)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

DisasterCom, December 2006.  (Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Response Association, PO Box 280795, Denver, CO 80228-0795, (303) 809-4412, URL: http://www.disasters.org/dera/dera.htm, e-mail: DERA@disasters.org.) 
Disaster Recovery Journal -- The Journal Dedicated to Business Continuity, Vol. 20, No. 1, Winter 2007.  (Quarterly, Systems Support, Inc., Circulation Dept. P.O. Box 510110, St. Louis, MO 63151, (314) 894-0276, (314) 894-7474 (fax), URL: http://www.drj.com, e-mail: drj@drj.com) 
[Note:  Includes article by James G. Callahan entitled "Boardroom BIA: Elevating Our Profession," which starts: "I frequently hear from other BC/DR {Business Continuity/Disaster Recovery} professionals who are either unable to secure funding or gain support from senior management for their efforts.  Year after year, they continue to press on with the same approach and message, hoping that some day something within the organization will change.  The problem is, nothing within the organization will change until we change ourselves."  Does this sound familiar?

Mr. Callahan goes on to write, "Why is it that so many of us only position the BIA {Business Impact Analysis} as something needed to drive the business continuity or disaster recovery efforts?  If we ever hope to effectively compete against other initiatives for the limited corporate funding that is available, then we need to make a compelling business case that demonstrates strategic value to the company and its executives.... If we want the directors and officers to listen to us, we need to start clearly speaking the boardroom languages of effective management, fiscal responsibility, fiduciary duties, and operational controls.... Build up your credibility as a 'big picture' thinker, and the senior level support for any of your stalled BC and DR efforts will follow."

Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences, Vol. 6, No. 6, 2006. (European Geosciences Union, Katlenburg-Lindau, Germany; 

http://www.natural-hazards-and-earth-system-scienes.net.)

The Insider, January 2007.  (Newsletter for members of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, 2809 Fish Hatchery Rd., Madison, WI 53713; http://www.floods.org; 608-274-0123.)

The World Today, Vol. 63, No. 1, January 2007.  Chatham House; published by the Royal Institute of International Affairs (UK).

(7)  WAR ON TERROR:

Dyer, Clare.  "There Is No War On Terror."  The Guardian (UK), January 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/frontpage/story/0,,1997397,00.html
[Excerpt:  "The director of public prosecutions, Sir Ken Macdonald, put himself at odds with the home secretary and Downing Street last night by denying that Britain is caught up in a "war on terror" and calling for a "culture of legislative restraint" in passing laws to deal with terrorism. Sir Ken warned of the pernicious risk that a "fear-driven and inappropriate" response to the threat could lead Britain to abandon respect for fair trials and the due process of law...."It is critical that we understand that this new form of terrorism carries another more subtle, perhaps equally pernicious, risk. Because it might encourage a fear-driven and inappropriate response. By that I mean it can tempt us to abandon our values. I think it important to understand that this is one of its primary purposes." Sir Ken pointed to the rhetoric around the "war on terror" - which has been adopted by Tony Blair and ministers after being coined by George Bush - to illustrate the risks. He said: "London is not a battlefield. Those innocents who were murdered on July

7 2005 were not victims of war. And the men who killed them were not, as in their vanity they claimed on their ludicrous videos, 'soldiers'. They were deluded, narcissistic inadequates. They were criminals. They were fantasists. We need to be very clear about this. On the streets of London, there is no such thing as a 'war on terror', just as there can be no such thing as a 'war on drugs'."]
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