January 25, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Chu, Kathy.  "Flood Coverage Tough to Enforce as Lenders Struggle to Comply."  USA Today, January 24, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/insurance/2007-01-24-flood-coverage-enforcement_x.htm 
(2)  FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Had additional communications with Dr. Patrick Roberts at Virginia Tech on the subject of a presentation at the conference on the need for a national all-hazards risk assessment -- as the foundation of national all-hazards risk management initiatives.

(3)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Governmental Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Opportunities Exist to Enhance Collaboration at 24/7 Operations Centers Staffed by Multiple DHS Agencies (GAO-07-89).  Washington, DC:  GAO, October 2006, 54 pages.  At:

http://209.85.165.104/search?q=cache:zGkFFM1Yyz4J:www.gao.gov/new.items/d0789.pdf+Homeland+Security+Opportunities+Exist&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=1 
Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Progress Has Been Made to Address the Vulnerabilities Exposed by 9/11, but Continued Federal Action Is Needed to Further Mitigate Security Risks (GAO-07-375).  Washington, DC:  GAO (Report to Congressional Requesters, House of Representatives), January 24, 2007, 120 pages. At:

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-375
[Note:  Focuses on aviation and border security -- makes no new recommendations.]

(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Emergency Preparedness News, Vol.. 30, No. 19, December 2006. (Biweekly, Business Publishers, Inc. 8737 Colesville Rd., Suite 100, Silver Spring, MD 20910-3928, (301) 589-5103, (800) 274-6737, (301) 589-8493 (fax), URL: http://www.bpinews.com.)

(5)  PRINCIPLES OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COLLABORATION, COORDINATION, NETWORKING:

From Eric Holdeman's (Director, King County, Washington, Office of Emergency Management) "Eric's Corner" January 24, 2007 electronic newsletter:

"Friends come and go, enemies you keep forever."  

"This is one that I've shared with my staff many times over.  Being a larger urban county, the largest in Washington State, there is plenty of "history" between agencies and people.  Battles over growth management, transportation and the like.  My take on this is that in our interactions with people and organizations we want to be sure that we are not creating enemies.  Everyone won't be our friend or partner, but we don't need to make them into enemies either.  Working collaboratively, letting everyone have a say as to the future is just one key aspect of how we need to behave.  Listening, more than talking, and above all, not having to "have it our way, or its the highway" for everyone else.  This is a tough assignment for anyone.  I myself have not been perfect in this regard, but is something I strive for in my own behavior, and that of the OEM Staff who are interacting with dozens of organizations on a typical day in the OEM office."

(6)  RECOVERY:

Jonsson, Patrik.  "Big Easy Makes Way For New Recovery Czar - Ed Blakely Plans to Offer New Orleans Landowners a Chance to Swap Their Wrecked Lots For Ones On Higher Ground."  Christian Science Monitor, 25 Jan 2007.  At:  http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0125/p02s02-ussc.htm
(7)  RESOURCES:

American Public Health Association.  Get Ready For Flu.  Website.

Accessed at:  http://www.getreadyforflu.org/newsite.htm
Center for Health Policy, School of Nursing, Columbia University.  Public Health Emergency Exercise Toolkit:  Planning, Designing, Conducting, and Evaluating Local Public Health Emergency Exercises. Columbia University, June 2006, 76 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.nursing.hs.columbia.edu/pdf/PublicHealthBooklet_060803.pdf
Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC).  After-Action Report:

2005 Hurricane Season Response.  EMAC, September 19, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.emacweb.org/
[Note:  It took a very long time for my computer to download the 2005 Hurricane Season file -- but it eventually happened -- so be patient.]

Environmental Protection Agency.  Climate Change.  Website.  Accessed at:  http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/
Federal Transit Administration.  Disaster Response and Recovery Resource for Transit Agencies.  Washington, DC:  FTA, August 21, 2006, 43 pages.

Accessed at:  http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/publications/safety/DisasterResponse/HTML/DisasterResponse.htm 
[Excerpt from Introduction:  "Based on lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina and other events, FTA has documented practices and procedures to improve emergency preparedness. The purpose of this Disaster Response and Recovery Resource for Transit Agencies is to provide local transit agencies and transportation providers with useful information and best practices in emergency preparedness and disaster response and recovery.  The Resource provides summary information for general background, and includes best practices and links to more specific resources and more detailed information for local agencies concerning critical disaster related elements such as emergency preparedness, disaster response, and disaster recovery."]

King County (WA) Office of Public Health.  Planning and Managing for Isolation and Quarantine - Advanced Practice Toolkit.  Website.  

Accessed at:  http://www.isolationandquarantine.com/
National Center For Atmospheric Research.  Societal Aspects of Weather (website).  Accessed at:  http://www.sip.ucar.edu/socasp/
The Water's Edge:  Profits and Policy Behind the Rising Catastrophe of Floods.  DVD, 2006, 57 minutes, $17.00.  Accessed at:  http://www.thewatersedge.tv/
[From Website Description:  "Who makes money from floods? Who benefits from building in harm's way?  And why are floods disasters growing with no end in sight?   "The Water's Edge" (55 minutes) is the first critical documentary to link the systemic failures behind the growing catastrophe of floods in this country. Through an amazing collection of flood footage and in-depth coverage of repetitive flood victims, this movie uncovers the profiteering and neglect that ensure increasing devastation for our ever-urbanizing society. The precious land at the water' edge, so vital for wildlife corridors and open space, is being turned into a federally-subsidized disaster zone that brings great fortune to bankers and builders and the perpetual debt of the underclass. We even get a clear and uncanny prediction for New Orleans fate from renowned flood expert, Dr. Victor Baker, just five weeks before Katrina makes landfall.  And we see how (and why) wake up calls for such disasters are routinely missed with much worse events likely in the near future. "The Water's Edge" offers a well-researched and personalized critique of the cultural denials, financial incentives, and policy failures behind the growing natural disaster causes the most death and damage in the U.S. and worldwide. This movie is eight years in the making and features a beautiful, foreboding soundtrack. Director's Note: Events like Hurricane Katrina have just begun to open our eyes to the politics and economics underlying natural disasters. This is the first of a national series."] 

United Nations Environment Programme.  Assessing Coastal Vulnerability:

Developing A Global Index for Measuring Risk.  UNEP, 2006, 64 pages.

Accessed at:

http://www.unep.org/Dewa/products/publications/2006/CVI_Pm65_Final_05.pdf 
(8)  UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE -- NEWS ON EM, HS, AND INFO.SEC. PROPOSALS:

Received news from Stephen Carter, Academic Director, Fire Science and Emergency Management Professional Practice, University of Maryland University College, that on January 24th the University Systems of Maryland Board of Regents Education Policy Committee approved three new undergraduate majors: Emergency Management, Homeland Security, and Information Assurance. The next step is approval by the Maryland Higher Education Commission.  According to a "Washington Examiner," newspaper article Dr. Carter provided, these Bachelor of Science Degrees will be offered online.  The URL for the article "UMUC To Offer New Degrees" is:

http://www.examiner.com/printa-527663~UMUC_to_offer_new_degrees.html
For additional information, Stephen Carter can be reached at: sscarter@umuc.edu 
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS -- FEMA DIRECTOR PAULISON UNT

PRESENTATION:

Received today from Dr. James Kendra, Emergency Administration and Planning Program Coordinator, Department of Public Administration, University of North Texas, copy of local newspaper article on FEMA Director David Paulison's presentation to about 150 students at UNT last night, hosted by the International Emergency Management Student Association:

Chacko, Sarah.  "FEMA Head Shares Knowledge With UNT Students."  Denton Record Chronicle, January 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dentonrc.com/sharedcontent/dws/drc/localnews/stories/DRC_FEMA_head_shares_0125.1845803d.html# 
Dr. Kendra also noted the following two faculty developments at UNT: "We have made two appointments this academic year. In September Dr. Sudha Arlikatti joined the program as an assistant professor. She is a graduate of Texas A&M's Department of Landscape Architecture and Urban Planning with a degree in Urban and Regional Science. Her research interests include environmental planning, Geographic Information Systems, and natural hazards mitigation. This semester we appointed Eliot Jennings as a lecturer and EOC Coordinator. Apart from teaching in the core EADP program, he will help in our development of an EOC as a training and research facility. He is a graduate of the EADP program and has 10 years of experience as an emergency manager in both the City of Galveston and Galveston County."

For additional information, Dr. Kendra can be reached at: jmkendra@unt.edu 
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* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
