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(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

McKay, Jim.  "A Method to the Madness?"  Emergency Management, November 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.emergencymgmt.com/story.print.php?id=102353
[Excerpt:  "The public line prior to the grants' release was that 2006 funds would be based on an all-hazards approach -- natural and manmade disaster prevention and management -- and based on risk, meaning the areas most at risk would receive the most funding.  But the actual funding levels, once announced, didn't seem consistent with an all-hazards, risk-based formula, according to some....

All-Hazards-Based Grants? That the 2006 UASI Urban Areas Security Initiative] grants were advertised as all-hazards funding -- meaning a state or area could use it for natural or manmade disasters -- may have been misleading, Geldart said [Chris Geldart, assistant director of Maryland's Department of Homeland Security]. 

Arizona, though one of the driest states, is also very prone to serious flooding. That risk should have been a factor in the 2006 funding decision, state officials contend. "Because it gets so dry, when it does rain, it really floods," Mason said [Julie Mason, a spokeswoman for the Arizona Office of Homeland Security]. "We have floods, wildfires, and prepare for them with homeland security funds. There's been a shift, which I think is a good one, that funds are not just being used for anti-terrorism, it's for all hazards."

But that wasn't reflected in the application process, Geldart said.  "From our state perspective and everything we were told [by the DHS] and we saw, this funding was going toward terrorism funding -- prevention, response and recovery from a terrorist event. Now most states and every state that I've seen -- Maryland especially -- we look at how we can use this funding as dual use. So if we're going to buy something for the first responder, let's buy something, No. 1, they can use on their everyday job if at all possible, and No. 2, that can be used in both manmade and natural events."]

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Communicated with Dr. Patrick S. Roberts, Center for Public Administration and Policy, School of Public and International Affairs, Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg, VA, concerning his drafting of a paper on the need for a National All-Hazards Risk Assessment for delivery at the June EM HiEd Conference.

(3)  RESOURCES:

Apogee Communications Group.  Emergency Preparedness Links.

http://www.apogeevideo.com/home.htm  [Note:  Scroll down and click on "Links" or "Emergency Preparedness" for access to a wide range of hazard, disaster, health, safety and preparedness links.]
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