January 12, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BUCK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEWTOWN PA -- IMPLEMENTING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AD:

Received communication today from Ed Wurster at Bucks County Community College noting that next week the first course -- Introduction to Emergency Management -- will begin at Bucks County CC, inaugurating the initiation of the new Associate Degree in Emergency Management. There is a description of this initiative in the "Programs Under Development" section of The College List -- which will shortly be modified and moved to the "Associate Degree" subsection of the "Emergency Management" section.  In the meantime, for more information, Ed Wurster can be reached at:  wurstere@bucks.edu 

(2)  BURLINGTON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NJ -- DEVELOPING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATE DEGREE:

Talked today with Steve King, Director of the Burlington County Office of Emergency Management concerning the investigation at Burlington County Community College into the development of Emergency Management Program.  Director King noted that the impetus for this initiative came from the very top -- the President of BCCC, Dr. Messina.  Director King noted that he is on a committee overseeing this initiative and that the committee hopes to see this program developed in time for the upcoming Fall 2007 semester.  Director King noted that the largest challenge at the moment is locating qualified adjunct faculty.  Will, in the fairly near future, be developing a description of this initiative for The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Burlington OEM Director Steve King can be reached at:  sking@co.burlington.nj.us 

(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Williams, Carol J.  "Hurricane Center Chief Issues Final Warning - A Departing Max Mayfield Is Convinced that the Southeast is Inviting Disaster."  Los Angeles Times, January 3, 2007.  At: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-hurricane3jan03,0,940952,full.story?coll=la-home-headlines 

[Excerpt:  "Frustrated with people and politicians who refuse to listen or learn, National Hurricane Center Director Max Mayfield ends his 34-year government career today in search of a new platform for getting out his unwelcome message: Hurricane Katrina was nothing compared with the big one yet to come. Mayfield, 58, leaves his high-profile job with the National Weather Service more convinced than ever that U.S. residents of the Southeast are risking unprecedented tragedy by continuing to build vulnerable homes in the tropical storm zone and failing to plan escape routes.... 

"We're eventually going to get a strong enough storm in a densely populated area to have a major disaster," he said. "I know people don't want to hear this, and I'm generally a very positive person, but we're setting ourselves up for this major disaster." More than 1,300 deaths across the Gulf Coast were attributed to Hurricane Katrina, the worst human toll from a weather event in the United States since the 1920s. But Mayfield warns that 10 times as many fatalities could occur in what he sees as an inevitable strike by a huge storm during the current highly active hurricane cycle, which is expected to last another 10 to 20 years....

What is lacking in the United States is the political will to make and impose hard decisions on building codes and land use in the face of resistance from the influential building industry and a public still willing to gamble that the big one will never hit, he said.

"It's good for the tax base" to allow developers to put up buildings on the coastline, Mayfield said in explaining politicians' reluctance to deter housing projects that expose residents to storm risks. 

"I don't want the builders to get mad at me," he said, "but the building industry strongly opposes improvement in building codes."]

(4)  FEMA & DHS:

Waterman, Shaun.  "Analysis:  Congress Says FEMA Reform Lags."  United Press International, January 8, 2007.

http://www.upi.com/SecurityTerrorism/view.php?StoryID=20070105-014543-4529r 
(5)  HESSTON COLLEGE, HESSTON, KS -- INTRODUCTION TO DISASTER RESPONSE COURSE SYLLABUS:

Received from Russ Gaeddert, Director of Disaster Management at Hesston College, a copy of a course syllabus for their "Introduction to Disaster Response Course."  Forwarded the syllabus to the EMI Webmaster for posting in the "Syllabi Compilation" tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage, where it should be accessible shortly.  For more information, Director Gaeddert can be reached at:  russg@hesston.edu. 
(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT COMPLETED:

Received from Dr. William L. Waugh, Georgia State University, and approved final draft of Session 6, "Recovery." This brings to conclusion the development of the upper division college course on Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  This session has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project -- Free College Courses and Books tab -- to replace the previous draft and to move all course material from the "Under Development" section of "Free College Courses tab to "Completed Courses Ready to Download" section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  Session Scope statement:

"This session will provide an overview of the recovery issues that may be raised following a major terrorist attack utilizing WMD (i.e., chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or explosive materials). The foci are on economic, social, and psychological recovery.  Attention will also be paid to the process of recovery as communities transition to normal operations and deal with the long-term effects of the attack, particularly if it involves chemical or radiological material."  

(7)  MOUNT WACHUSETT COMMUNITY COLLEGE, MA -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Learned from Nancy Greenlaw at Mount Wachusett Community College that the school is investigating the development of an Emergency Management program.  Playing phone-tag at the moment and do not know much beyond that -- stay tuned.

(8)  PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MATERIAL:

The latest edition of "Eric's Corner" distributed by King County Washington Office of Emergency Management on behalf of its Director, Eric Holdeman, contains a training course for Elected Officials and Executive Level Leadership, consisting of eight slide presentations and three handouts:

Introduction and Overview of Curriculum (PDF) -- 3 pages

Module 1 - Overview of EM Principles (Power Point) -- 24 pages 
Module 2 - Overview of EM Plans (Power Point) -- 23 pages 
Module 3 - Roles, Responsibilities, Powers, Authorities (Power point) -- 15 pages

Module 4 - Command Control & Responsibilities (Power point) -- 25 pages 
Module 5 - Resource Prioritization & Management (Power point) -- 23 pages 
Module 6 - Emergency Public Information and Risk Communications (Power point) -- 29 pages

Module 7 - COOP COG & Community (Power point) -- 30 pages 
Module 8 - Leading Community Recovery and Mitigation Efforts (Power point) -- 25 pages

Module 9 - Managing the Economic Impact of Disasters (Power point) -- 23 pages Appendix - Case Studies (PDF) -- 24 pages 
Appendix - Guide to Community Disaster Assistance (PDF) -- 10 pages 
Appendix - Guide to Emerg Mgt Policy Issues (PDF) -- 10 pages 
Appendix - Guide to Terrorist Threats (PDF) -- 6 pages

The material is accessible at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/emergencyinfo/eric_corner.aspx#PD
You will need to scroll about half-way down to find the Public Officials training material.

(9)  UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA -- DEVELOPING HAZARD, EM & HS RELATED GRADUATE CERTIFICATES:

Talked with Dr. Lee Pearson, Homeland Security Liaison, Office of the Vice President for Research and Health Sciences, University of South Carolina today -- on two matters.  First, working together to draft descriptions of several hazard, disaster, emergency management, homeland security related graduate certificates that are being investigated at USC, and secondly, about interest on the part of students at USC in the formation of a chapter of the International Emergency Management Students Association.  There are, I am told, graduate students within the Health Services Policy and Management Department, Department of Geography, and Department of Political Science interested in investigating such a development.  On the academic program development topic, Dr. Pearson can be reached at:  Jlpears@gwm.sc.edu.    

(10)  VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAMS:

Received from Dr. Greg Shaw, Graduate Coordinator of the Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Program at Virginia Commonwealth University replacement descriptions for two programs at VCU.  One is a description of the Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness which is starting this Spring Semester of 2007. Another is for the scheduled Master of Arts in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness scheduled to begin this coming Fall Semester of 2007.  This program was approved on January 8th by the Virginia State Board of Education.  These two programmatic descriptions have been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- The College List section -- and should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for information on these programs, Dr. Shaw can be reached at:

gshaw@vcu.edu. 
Wayne B.

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
