February 23 & 26, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  ARKANSAS TECH UNIVERSITY:

Received from Dr. Robert Schwartz, Head of the Emergency Management Program at Arkansas Tech University, Volume 1, Issue 1, January 2007, 5 pages, of the new "Emergency Management News."  Can be accessed at:

http://commed.atu.edu/EAM/EAM/eam%20newsletter%201.1.pdf   Contains, faculty, student, curriculum information that should be of interest to other schools with EM programs which do not yet have their own newsletter.

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANNING:

Received from George Haddow, Bullock & Haddow LLC, first draft of 12-page document on "Development of a Course Outline for an Emergency Management Planning Course," performed under contract with the FEMA EM HiEd Project.

(3)  KATRINA AND RITA:

Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General.

The Commissioned Corps' Response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Washington, DC:  DHHS, February 2007, 30 pages.  Accesses at:

http://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-09-06-00030.pdf  [Thanks to Steve Detwiler]

White, Glen, et al.  Assessing the Impact of Hurricane Katrina on Persons with Disabilities (Final Report).  Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas, The Research and Training Center on Independent Living, 63 pp. Jan. 2007.   http://www.rtcil.org/products/NIDRR_FinalKatrinaReport.pdf
[Note:  The Interim Draft, of 30 pages, was released last April.]

(4)  MITIGATION (BUT KEEP IT QUIET):

I gather, from talking with colleagues at FEMA HQ, that we are not necessarily in the glory days of natural hazards mitigation, but none-the-less the people over at the National Institute of Standards and Technology are still true believers in the need and benefit of mitigation and have just released new document which should be of at least academic interest:

National Institute of Standards and Technology.  A Guide to Printed and Electronic Resources for Developing a Cost-Effective Risk Mitigation Plan for New and Existing Constructed Facilities (NISTIR 7390).

Gaithersburg, MD:  NIST, U.S. Department of Commerce, Technology Administration, February 2007, 163 pages.  At:

http://www2.bfrl.nist.gov/software/NISTIR7390/
[Excerpt:  "Although there is a great deal of high-quality information available on risk assessment and risk management, natural and man-made hazards, and economic tools, there is no central source of data and tools to which the owners and managers of constructed facilities and other key decision makers can turn for help in developing a cost-effective risk mitigation plan.  The purpose of NISTIR 7390 is to serve as such a central source." -- Thanks to Amy Sebring with EMFORUM, for bringing this to my attention.]

(5)  NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY:

Received today printed copy of Issue 2 of "EMGT STUDENT," a newsletter developed by the emergency management students at North Dakota State University.  Both Issue 1 & 2 are accessible on the NDSU website at:

http://www.ndsu.edu/instruct/kulmer/socanth/em/index.htm  -- particularly recommend the Research Corner (Journals) section.

(6)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership.  Received communication, pasted in below, relating to school all-hazard [is there any other type? -- just kidding] preparedness and response:

["The EIIP is pleased to host a 'live chat' presentation and interactive Q&A session on February 28, 2007, beginning at 12:00 Noon Eastern time (please convert to your local time). Our topic will be the "Standard Guide for School Preparedness and All Hazard Response," currently under development by ASTM International's E54.2 Technical Committee on Emergency Preparedness, Training, & Procedures. The guide will cover concepts, principles and best practices for all-hazards integrated emergency management programs in preparedness, prevention, mitigation, response, and recovery for schools and school districts in preparation and response to a natural or man-caused incident, and is expected to be issued later this year. Our special guest will be Kay C. Goss, CEM(r), who serves as co-chair of the ASTM Task Group on School Preparedness, and is well known in the emergency management community. Ms. Goss previously served as Associate FEMA Director in charge of National Preparedness, Training and Exercises during the Clinton administration, and currently is in her sixth year serving as Senior Advisor for Public Safety and Security Government Solutions, including Homeland Security, Emergency Management, and Business Continuity, at Electronic Data Systems Corporation (EDS). Among her numerous professional activities, she is the author of the forthcoming Handbook on Emergency Management, being published by Oklahoma State University. Please make plans to join us in the EIIP Virtual Forum http://www.emforum.org and feel free to extend this invitation to your colleagues. If this will be your first time to participate, please review the instruction on the Background Page http://www.emforum.org/vforum/070228.htm , and check your connection at least a day in advance by clicking on the Chat Login link at the top left. This educational opportunity is provided by the Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP)."]  

Hartzell, Dan.  "Four Hours After First 9/11 Call, Emergency Center Learned of Crisis."  The Morning Call On-Line (Lehigh Valley, PA). February 22, 2007.  

Accessed at:

http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-a1_5berksfeb22,0,1755647.story?track=rss -- Thanks again to Steve Detwiler for providing this article.

Levy, Marc.  "Penn DOT Chief Apologizes for Stranding Hundreds During Winter Storm."  AP, 23Feb2007.

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/news/2007-02-23-penn-storm-strandings_x.htm 
[Lessons -- don't sit on bad news, don't wait to have all the info (you will never have all the info.), and better to lean in direction of over-response than under-response.]

Sullivan, Eileen.  "Counterterrorism Exercise Draws Top Officials Despite Concerns About Participation."  Congressional Quarterly, February 23, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://public.cq.com/docs/hs/hsnews110-000002457410.html
[Excerpt:  "Top government officials agreed to participate in a counterterrorism exercise hosted by the White House Saturday, but getting them to attend was no easy task. The Feb. 24 exercise - posing fictitious terrorist attacks across the country - had long been scheduled for Cabinet secretaries and other senior administration officials. As of Feb. 21, only two Cabinet members had signed on, according to a source familiar with the exercise. But by Friday, Feb. 23, many more top officials had agreed to take part, sources said. Getting top-level officials to participate in these types of exercises is a challenge, even if the president's homeland security advisor, Frances Fragos Townsend, is leading them."] 

[BWB Note:  So what else is new -- virtually always difficult to get top government officials to participate in exercises, regardless of level of government.  Trick is to invite and cajole lots of media presence -- and to inform top officials about the media presence.]
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