February 15, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Department of Homeland Security.  Remarks by Secretary Michael Chertoff at the National Emergency Management Association Mid-Year Conference.  Alexandria, VA:  DHS, February 12, 2007, 8 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/speeches/sp_1171376113152.shtm
[The lion's share of this presentation to NEMA, which is primarily an organization of the State Directors of Emergency Management, dealt with response -- disaster operations, preparing for disaster operations and the like. Presentation was organized principally around three topics:  Homeland Security grants, interoperability, and FEMA reorganization and retooling.  

However, for those who believe that the best approach to disasters and catastrophes is to prevent, mitigate or reduce their consequences in the first place, rather than primarily just get ready for a bang-up more efficient and effective response, the apparently unscripted answer to a question following the presentation is of interest:

Chertoff:  "In all of your domains, whether you have levees in your state or you have earthquake-prone areas with building codes, you know there comes a moment when you have to make a decision: Am I going to invest the money and the effort to prepare myself and build resiliency and protection so that when a bad thing happens, I've maximized my chance of surviving it without a lot of cost and a lot of heartache?  Or am I going to continue to kick the investments down the road, because they're hard to make, because they don't provide a short-term fix that makes everybody happy, and just hope that when the ax falls, it's not going to be on my watch?  I think if there's any lesson of the last five years, it's this:  kicking the can down the road is gambling with the futures of our children and our grandchildren."]

Holdeman, Eric.  "Report on Wash State EM Funding Initiative."  Eric's Corner Blog, 14 Feb 2007.  At:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/emergencyinfo/erics_corner_emails/eric_corner_02-14-07.aspx 
"Last week I had the opportunity to testify along with Steve Bailey, Pierce County Emergency Management, and Senator Jim Kastama, 25th District on his bill to provide a steady funding source for state and local emergency management agencies.  SB5296 would follow the Florida model of establishing a $2 per policy on every property insurance policy for home owners and $4 on business property policies.  This very minimal fee would provide around $5M a year to bolster emergency management in Washington State.  We are fortunate to have Senator Kastama leading the charge on this legislation since he understands the need for the funding and realities of where emergency management is at in this state.  As I noted in my closing remarks, this is the type of legislation that will be passed quickly following the next large earthquake.  But, why do we have to wait until then to pass the legislation?"

[BWB Note:  Excellent question.  All states should have funding mechanisms in place to guarantee an emergency management budget at the State level.  Some states still rely heavily on the EMPF grant discussed in the next item.] 

Sullivan, Eileen.  "Proposed Grant Program Changes Prompt Worry Among Emergency Managers." Congressional Quarterly, February 12, 2007.

Accessed at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/eric_cornerCQarticle02-12-07.aspx 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE:

After reading Lucien Canton's recent book "Emergency Management" and deciding that it should be added to my conception of the top 50 readings to support an academic emergency management program, added his book to my own listing and used the occasion to make additional modifications, additions and deletions to the list.  Forwarded the two-page "Emergency Management Top 50 Reading List" (February 15, 2007 draft) to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM Hi Ed Project website -- "Body of Knowledge" tab -- where it should be accessible -- at the top of the chronological listings -- within about one week.  Comments welcomed.

(3)  FAYETTEVILLE TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE NC -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Talked today with Steven P. Hoyt, Fire Protection Technology Program at Fayetteville Technical Community College in preparation for a meeting he was about to have dealing with an investigation into the development of an emergency management program at FTCC.  Talked about casting a wide potential student net, noted several aspects of the EM HiEd Project website that may be of assistance, and recommended contact with Glen Wisbey, Training Coordinator, North Carolina Division of Emergency Management, whom I know to be interested in the topic of emergency management higher education within North Carolina -- provided contact information.  Also recommended attending the June 4-7, 2007 EM HiEd Conference here at EMI.  For additional information, Steven Hoyt can be reached at:  HOYTS@faytechcc.edu 
(4)  FEMA ADVISORY COUNCIL -- APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR RESURRECTED ADVISORY GROUP:

Found the following Press Release on FEMA Website today:

["FEMA Seeks Applicants For The National Advisory Council Release Date: February 14, 2007; Release Number: HQ-07-018

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is seeking applicants who wish to be considered by the FEMA Administrator to sit on the National Advisory Council. 

The Council is being created as an advisory role to the FEMA Administrator to help ensure effective and ongoing coordination of the federal preparedness, protection, response, recovery and mitigation for natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made disasters.  Specifically, the Council will focus attention on the development and revision of the national preparedness goal, the national preparedness system, the National Incident Management System, the National Response Plan, and other related plans and strategies. 

Individuals seeking to be considered for an appointment on the Council should submit a resume detailing their experience in the arena of emergency management and related fields. Resumes must be received by FEMA by March 9, 2007, and could be sent via e-mail to: 

john.sharetts-sullivan@dhs.gov 
Or via Mail to:

FEMA

Attention: John Sharetts-Sullivan

500 C Street, SW

Room 316

Washington, DC 20472

The development of the National Advisory Council was set into motion by the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006. The Federal Register notice posted on February 7, 2007, establishes the Council and requests applications for membership. 

FEMA manages federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates mitigation activities, works with state and local emergency managers, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program. FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on March 1, 2003."] 

(5)  GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY:

Received today from Janet Benini, adjunct faculty at Georgetown University, a syllabus for her next course at Georgetown -- starting this March 14:  "Leadership in Crisis and Disasters" -- which I will forward to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Syllabi Compilation section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

From Course Description:

"This course helps prepare future leaders for challenges they may face when crises or disasters impact their government unit or business....

Managing during crises involves a different set of conditions than during normal times, and requires new skills:  leaders must be able to make decisions based on limited information, customary relationships and ways of doing business change, and the scope and parameters of responsibility are often increased. Managers frequently report "lessons learned" following a crisis or disaster response, but it is only in the last decade or so that these lessons are being translated into educational objectives for the managers and leaders of the future. This course teaches the institutional structure and system for emergency management in the US, and highlights key leadership characteristics and strategies for successfully negotiating a successful response to and recovery from crisis."

On a related topic, Janet forwarded to me three papers developed by students in her course at Georgetown last semester on Managing Catastrophe.  Will read those as quickly as possible in order to make a determination on placement in an appropriate section of the EM HiEd Project website.  The papers are on the topics of the December 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, Chernobyl, and Smallpox.

[Janet Benini has been an emergency manager at the State and Federal level during floods, fires, earthquakes, hurricanes, terrorist attacks and a riot for over 30 years. She is currently a Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Transportation, and was Director of Response and Planning at the White House Homeland Security Council from 2003-2005, where she led the development of the National Response Plan.] 

(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "Senators Unveil Homeland Security Grant Plan At Odds With House."  Congress Daily, February 13, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0207/021307cdpm1.htm
(7)  INSURANCE AND DISASTERS:

Swope, Christopher.  "Disasters Unlimited."  Governing, February 2007, 5 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.governing.com/articles/2insure.htm
[Article subtitle:  "Insurance companies see a potential Katrina almost everywhere they look. And they want homeowners to pay in advance."]
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