August 3-6, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  AGING INFRASTRUCTURE -- AND DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

International Herald Tribune.  "A Bridge Collapses" (Editorial).  August 5, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/08/05/opinion/edbridge.php
[Excerpt:  "The larger problem of crumbling roads, bridges and levees and crashing electrical grids can almost always be traced to a lack of investment. When budgets are tight, elected officials find it convenient to cut back on maintenance and leave some future administration to deal with the consequences. When Congress appropriates money for public works, the legislators typically prefer shiny new projects that will enhance their reputations, not mere maintenance on a bridge named after someone else."]

(2)  ARTICLES, PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS SECTION OF THE EM HI-ED PROJECT WEBSITE:

Was told today that five new items have been posted to this section of the EM HiEd website:

New Abstract: Strategic Contingency Planning. Karen Scott-Martinet, Masters Thesis Presented to the Professional Studies Department, California State University, Long Beach.

New Identifying the Impact of the Built Environment on Flood Damage in Texas. Brody, Samuel D., Sammy Zahran, Wesley E. Highland, Himanshu Grover, Arnold Vedlitz. 37-Page Monograph, 2007.

New The Rising Costs of Floods: Examining the Impact of Planning and Development Decisions on Property Damage in Florida Brody, Samuel D., Sammy Zahran, Praveen Maghelal, Himanshu Grover, Wesley E. Highfield.

48-Page Monograph, 2007.

New Social Vulnerability, Built, and Natural Environments: A Model of Flood Casualties in Texas. Zahran, Sammy, Samuel D. Brody, Walter Gillis Peacock, Arnold Vedlitz, Himanashu Grover. 28-Page Monograph, 2007.

"How Can Emergency Managers Address Our Warming Climate? Relying on the Basics - An Essay." Bob Freitag, Director of the Institute for Hazards Mitigation Planning and Research, University of Washington. June 2007 (Paper provided to FEMA EM HiEd Project), 6 pages. 

These can be accessed at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highpapers.asp
(3)  CERT (COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM) TRAINING FEMA MEMORANDUM:

National Preparedness Directorate Information Bulletin No. 261 August 2,

2007

TO: 


All State Administrative Agency Heads 




All State Administrative Agency Points of Contact  




All UASI City/County/State Points of Contact

FROM: 

Corey D. Gruber




Acting Deputy Administrator, National Preparedness Directorate

SUBJECT: 
Clarification on Community Emergency Response Team

(CERT) Training 

This Information Bulletin (IB) is to clarify that Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) funds are allowable to support and deliver the following training: 

*
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) basic training for volunteers in neighborhoods, schools, campuses, workplaces, and all other venues determined by the agency that sponsors the local CERT Program

*
Supplemental training for CERT members who have completed the basic training 

*
CERT Train-the-Trainer course

*
Campus CERT Train-the-Trainer course

*
Teen CERT Train-the-Trainer course

Per the FY 2007 HSGP guidance, "Funding for CERT training includes the delivery of the CERT basic training to volunteers, supplemental training for CERT members who have completed the basic training, and the CERT Train-the-Trainer training (p. 69)."

To be eligible for HSGP funding or to be designated as a CERT or CERT-type program (for example, Neighborhood Emergency Teams, Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams, Community Emergency Response Teams, etc.), the CERT basic training must include the topics and be delivered according to the plan of instruction reflected in the CERT Instructor Guide (IG 317). The training must be instructor-led and classroom-based, using lecture, demonstration, and hands-on practice throughout. In addition, "the Independent Study course, 'Introduction to CERT' (IS 317) must not be substituted for delivery of basic training consistent with the 20-hour CERT curriculum (FY 2007 HSGP guidance, p.69)." 

There is no cap on the number of deliveries state or local jurisdictions may conduct of the CERT basic training, the CERT Train-the-Trainer, Campus CERT Train-the-Trainer, or Teen CERT Train-the-Trainer courses.

For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact the NPD Centralized Scheduling and Information Desk at 1-800-368-6498, or via email at askcsid@dhs.gov.  

(4)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Congressional Research Service.  Homeland Security Department:  FY 2008 Appropriations.  Washington, DC:  CRS Report to Congress (RL34004), July 17, 2007 Update, 101 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL34004.pdf
(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE JUNE 2007 -- ROSTER NOW AVAILABLE:

Was informed today that the roster of those who attended the June 4-7, 2007 EM HiEd Conference has been posted to the EM HiEd Conferences tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage.  Go to -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/educonference07.asp -- and then click on "Roster."

(6)  GULF COAST AID CONGRESSIONAL HEARING:

Government Accountability Office.  Gulf Coast Rebuilding:  Observations on Federal Financial Implications (Statement of Stanley J. Czerwinski, Director, Strategic Issues, Before House Budget Committee).  Washington, DC:  August 2, 2007, 20 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d071079t.pdf and http://budget.house.gov/hearings/2007/8.02Czerwinski_testimony.pdf
Hess, David.  "Panel Hears Estimates, Pleas for Long-Term Gulf Coast Aid."  Congress Daily, August 3, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=37665&sid=61
[Excerpt:  "Trying to get a handle on the long-term costs of recovery from Hurricane Katrina and related disasters, the House Budget Committee learned Thursday that the more than $100 billion already provided by Congress will not be enough. With some estimates for capital losses amounting to as much as $150 billion and a State of Louisiana estimate of economic losses of up to $200 billion, the committee seemed to reel at the prospect for making room over the next several years in federal budgets for recovery programs."]

House Committee on the Budget.  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita: What Will Be The Long Term Effect on the Federal Budget?  Washington, DC:  August 2, 2007.  At:  http://budget.house.gov/hearings.htm
(7)  PRINCIPLES OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Was informed today that pursuant to our request a new "tab" has been created on the left side (in the blue column) of the EM HiEd Project Homepage entitled "EM Principles." Within this tab are four documents forwarded to the Webmaster for upload in this new section:

Canton, et al. "Principles of Emergency Management." Emergency Management Roundtable, Emergency Management Institute, National Emergency Training Center, March 5-6, 2007.

Cwiak, Carol L. "Issues, Principles and Attitudes - Oh My! - Examining Perceptions from Select Academics, Practitioners and Consultants on the Subject of Emergency Management." North Dakota State University, August 3, 2007, 90 pages.

Cwiak, et al. "Emergency Management Vision, Definition, Mission, Core Principles, Emergency Management Roundtable, March 5-6, 2007, EMI." 1 page.

Etkin, David and Ian Davis. "The Search for Principles of Disaster Management." Working draft paper, May 30, 2007, 28 pages 

These documents can be accessed directly at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/emprinciples.asp
(8)  RESOURCES:

Corporate Crisis Response Officers Association.  Website: http://www.ccroa.org/
(9)  TRAINING COURSE AVAILABILITY AT EMI -- BCA and ARCGIS:

Received today a note that an EMI "Gram" will be released tomorrow (August 7th) noting openings in the two following courses offered at EMI.  Will copy in below content of the EMI Grams.  

Please note that the point of contact for these courses is listed at the end of each announcement.  I have communicated with the POC, Phil Moore, who tells me he would be happy to have college faculty associated with emergency management related college courses, apply for and attend either of these training courses.

Course:  E276 BENEFIT COST ANALYSIS:  ENTRY-LEVEL TRAINING 

Dates:  November 13-15, 2007

Course Information:  Cost-effectiveness is a key criterion for determining whether or not a hazard mitigation project is eligible for funding assistance through any of FEMA's grant programs.  To assist FEMA regional and State hazard mitigation personnel in assessing cost-effectiveness, FEMA has developed software modules and guidance for conducting benefit-cost (BC) analyses of proposed projects.  

This course is designed as an introduction to the fundamental concepts of BC analysis.  Participants will learn how to obtain BC data and conduct analyses using the basic versions of the riverine and coastal A-zone software modules.  The course will not teach how to conduct level-two BC analyses. 

Prerequisite:  Participants should have some prior knowledge of mathematics (basic algebra and percentages) and Windows and Excel software.  Familiarity with basic flood mitigation terminology is suggested.

Course Length:  Course starts Monday at 8:30 a.m., and ends Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Buses depart from the NETC campus Wednesday at 11:30 a.m.

Audience:  The course is intended for FEMA and State hazard mitigation officials.  Other personnel involved in conducting BC analyses also may apply.  

Location:  National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland

Continuing Education Unit (CEU):  The Emergency Management Institute

(EMI) awards 1.3 CEU's for successful completion of this course.  

To Apply:  Please submit a FEMA Form 75-5, General Admission Application with student signature and supervisor or sponsoring office signature through the State emergency management training office.  FEMA regional employees should submit their applications to the Regional Training Manager.  All applications MUST be sent directly to the NETC Admissions Office, 16825 South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, Maryland 21727 or faxed to

(301) 447-1658.

For further information on enrollment, please contact the NETC Admissions Office, (301) 447-1035, or fax your request to (301) 447-1658.  For further information on the course, please refer to the course web site at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/EMICourses/e276.asp or contact the EMI course manager, Phil Moore, (301) 447-1248 or email at phillip.moore@dhs.gov.   
Course:  E190 Introduction to ArcGIS for HAZUS MH Users

Dates:  October 15-18, 2007

This course is designed to provide the essential ArcGIS skills and knowledge to effectively use the HAZUS-MH software. The course combines lectures with hands-on exercises that present practical examples of how to use GIS for disaster mitigation and response. Course topics will include an introduction to GIS concepts; tools for symbolizing data; tools for querying and analyzing data; data management; manipulating tabular data; understanding coordinate systems; basic editing; spatial data adjustment; geocoding; and a survey of some of the advanced options provided by ArcGIS and the Spatial Analyst extension through the use of geodatabases and raster data. The course will conclude with an introduction to HAZUS-MH with a focus on how to apply the tools and techniques covered in the proceeding sections of the class.

Prerequisite:   None

Course Length:  Course starts Monday at 8:30 a.m., and ends Thursday at 4:00 p.m.  Buses depart from the NETC campus Friday at 9:30 a.m.

Audience:  This course is intended for the following: state and local emergency managers; state and local GIS specialists responsible for risk assessment activities; regional personnel responsible for mitigation and response activities; other federal agencies with a need to conduct risk assessment; and state and local planners. The need to attend this training must be documented in block 16 of the application. Participants must currently use or be planning to use GIS and HAZUS. Applicants will be enrolled on a first-come, first-served basis.

Location:  National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland

Continuing Education Unit (CEU):  The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) awards 2.0 CEU's for successful completion of this course.  

To Apply:  Please submit a FEMA Form 75-5, General Admission Application with student signature and supervisor or sponsoring office signature through the State emergency management training office.  FEMA regional employees should submit their applications to the Regional Training Manager.  All applications MUST be sent directly to the NETC Admissions Office, 16825 South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, Maryland 21727 or faxed to (301) 447-1658.

For further information on enrollment, please contact the NETC Admissions Office, (301) 447-1035, or fax your request to (301) 447-1658.  For further information on the course, please refer to the course web site at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/EMICourses/e172.asp or contact the EMI course manager, Phillip Moore, (301) 447-1248 or email at phillip.moore@dhs.gov.  

(10)  TRITON COMMUNITY COLLEGE, RIVER GROVE, IL -- PROPOSING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Talked today with William Justiz, Emergency Services section at Triton Community College, concerning his work in drafting a proposal to develop an Emergency Management Program at Triton -- based primarily on the use of a combination of EMI-developed classroom-based training courses and EMI Independent Study courses. For information on this initiative, Mr. Justiz can be reached at:  sjustiz@triton.edu 
B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
