August 29, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Report
(1)  BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Government Technology.  "Disaster Preparedness Is Not A Priority for Nearly One-Third of Atlanta Businesses, Says Survey."  August 28, 2007.

At:  http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/134088
[Excerpt:  "The threats of devastating natural disasters such as hurricanes, as well as terrorist attacks and other manmade calamities, have prompted more U.S. businesses to prepare for disaster. But AT&T Inc. announced that a survey of local executives released today indicates that many businesses in Atlanta remain vulnerable. The survey of 100 local information technology (IT) executives found that the Atlanta business community scored in the lower half of U.S. cities surveyed for disaster preparedness, with nearly one-third of respondents saying business continuity is not a priority."]

(2)  DHS HOMELAND SECURITY ADVISORY COUNCIL'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE SENIOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Department of Homeland Security.  "Homeland Security Secretary Appoints Three New Members To Homeland Security Advisory Council."  Washington, DC:  DHS Press Release, August 28, 2007, 2 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1188336249499.shtm
[Excerpt:  "Ellis M. Stanley Sr., of Los Angeles, Calif., is the general manager of the City of Los Angeles Emergency Preparedness Department. He has significant experience in the emergency management field as director of the Atlanta-Fulton County Emergency Management Agency, as past president of the International Association of Emergency Managers, as a Certified Emergency Manager, and as a member of the National Advisory Board for Harvard University's National Preparedness Leadership Institute."]

(3)  DISASTER INSURANCE AND POLICY:

Kunreuther, Howard.  "Who Will Pay for the Next Hurricane?"  New York Times, 25 Aug 2007.  At:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/25/opinion/25hkunreuther.html?_r=1&ref=todayspaper&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt:  "We need a new approach to financing the costs of natural disasters and to encouraging individuals in hazard-prone areas to undertake mitigation measures. Two principles, which appear to conflict with each other, are guiding a large-scale research study being undertaken by the Wharton Risk Center in conjunction with Georgia State University and the Insurance Information Institute (as well as with firms and organizations from the public and private sectors, some of whom pay for this research).

Principle 1: Risk-Based Premiums. Insurance premiums should be based on risk to encourage individuals to reduce their vulnerability to catastrophes. 

Principle 2: Dealing With Equity and Affordability Issues. Any special treatment given to lower-income residents in hazard-prone areas should come from general public funding and not through artificially low rates."

Howard Kunreuther, co-director of the Risk Management and Decision Processes Center and a professor at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, is a co-editor of "On Risk and Disaster: Lessons from Hurricane Katrina."]

(4)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Bourne, Joel K. Jr.  "A Big Uneasy As Threat Of New Disaster Looms Over New Orleans."  New York Post, August 27, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nypost.com/seven/08262007/news/nationalnews/a_big_uneasy_as_threat_of_new_.htm 
[Excerpt:  "...even a modest, Category 2 storm could reflood the city...

But history, politics and love of home are powerful forces in the old river town. Instead of rebuilding smarter or surrendering, New Orleans is doing what it has always done after such disasters: bumping up the levees just a little higher, rebuilding the same flood-prone houses back in the same low spots, and praying that hurricanes hit elsewhere."] 

(5)  FEMA AND DHS:

Washington, Wayne.  "FEMA's Move to Big Agency Out of Favor:  Inclusion in DHS Slowed Response in Past, Critics Say."  McClatchy Newspapers, August 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.myrtlebeachonline.com/news/local/story/169176.html
[Excerpt:  "They were told not to do it.  In clear and precise language, members of Congress were warned by policy experts not to merge the Federal Emergency Management Agency into a newly created Department of Homeland Security.  FEMA would be swallowed up by the sprawling new agency, the experts warned, and it would not respond effectively to a major natural disaster.  Congress, including most of those now running for president, did not heed those warnings. Two years ago this month, Hurricane Katrina blasted the Gulf Coast, overwhelmed emergency responders and proved the prescience of those ignored experts. 

South Carolina, with its large, economically crucial coastline, is threatened more by hurricanes than by terrorism, which Homeland Security was created to combat. But those running for president have different opinions on whether FEMA should be made a stand-alone agency again and what else should be done to enhance the country's ability to help states cope with natural disasters."

Note:  This article quotes from the prepared statement testimony of Ivo H. Daalder and I. M. Destler before a Senate Judiciary Committee subcommittee hearing in June of 2002 as Congress was considering the Administration's intent to create the Department of Homeland Security.

The reference for that testimony is:

Daalder, Ivo H., and I. M. Destler.  "Prepared Statement before Subcommittee on Technology, Terrorism and Government Information Of the Senate Judiciary Committee for a Hearing on 'Protecting the Homeland: The President's Proposal for Reorganizing Our Homeland Defense Infrastructure."  Washington, DC:  Senate Judiciary Committee, June 25, 2007.  Accessed at: http://judiciary.senate.gov/testimony.cfm?id=294&wit_id=666
An excerpt from that testimony which is quoted in part in the Wayne Washington article above:

"While each of these pillars [see the article] are responsible for some aspect of homeland security, it is not immediately obvious that all of them need to be responsive to a single Cabinet secretary. Take FEMA.

This is one of the best run federal government agencies. It has excellent record, gained through years of responding to natural disasters, of dealing with state and local government entities and first responders. In its FY2003 budget, the Bush administration proposed that FEMA take central control of all training and grant programs for first responders, providing state and local authorities with the kind of one-stop shopping and integrated training program they have long demanded. Why, then, tear an agency with such a successful record from its roots and integrate into a much larger bureaucracy, with new command and control lines? Much of its day-to-day responsibility has nothing to do with terrorism-and whatever responsibility it does have for this area is fundamentally different from the preventive and protective counter-terrorism functions of other parts of the proposed department.

No one proposes to merge the diplomatic functions of the State Department with the military functions of the Pentagon, even though both have a role in national security policy-including in countering terrorism. Might it not be better, then, to leave FEMA be, and coordinate its counter-terrorism role as part of a well-functioning interagency process?"]

(6)  FEMA/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE (EMI) TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES AT EMI:

"Vacancies exist in the offerings for the 1st semester of 2008 courses at the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  For more information, please go to: www.training.fema.gov/emiweb; or contact the Admissions Office at (301) 447-1035 or via email at netc-admissions@dhs.gov .  Send completed applications to your State Training Officer for approval.  The State will then forward them to Admissions.... Applications for course vacancies must be received at least 6 weeks before the course start date for the applicant to be considered for the course.  Vacancies within 6 weeks of the course start date shall only be filled from the established waitlist, so it's important to apply early!"

E155
Building Design for Homeland Security, 3/25-27/08, 26 vacancies

E170
Advanced HAZUS MH for Hurricane, 
2/4-7/08, 22 vacancies

E172
Advanced HAZUS MH for Flood, 1/14-17/08, 19 vacancies

E190
Intro to ARCGIS for HZ MH Users, 10/15-18/07, 21 vacancies;

2/25-28/08, 24 vacancies

E270
Managing Flood.Dev.through NFIP TTT, 12/3-6/07, 25 vacancies;

3/31-4/3/08, 25 vacancies

E276
Benefit-Cost Analysis: Entry - Level, 11/13-15/07, 10 vacancies

E278
NFIP: Community Rating System, 2/25-28/08, 
26 vacancies

E282
Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts, 11/12-15/07, 30 vacancies

E313
Basic HazUs Multi-Hazards, 12/3-6/07, 15 vacancies

E317
Comp Data Management for HAZUS MH, 3/17-20/08, 25 vacancies


E362
MultiHazard Emergency Planning for Schools TTT, 2/11-14/08, 40 vacancies

E376
State Pub Assist Operations, 3/3-6/08, 21 vacancies

E388
Advanced Pub Information Officer, 12/17-21/07, 7 vacancies;

2/18-22/08, 10 vacancies

E430
EMAC Train-the-Trainer, 10/29-11/1/07, 13 vacancies

E449
ICS Curricula TTT, 
10/29-11/1/07, 23 vacancies; 1/21-24/08, 29 vacancies; 2/4-7/08, 30 vacancies; 3/31-4/3/08, 30 vacancies

E580
Emergency Management Framework for Tribal Govt., 3/10-14/08, 33 vacancies

E601
Mgmt. & Supervision of Training, 12/3-7/07, 2 vacancies; 3/3-7/08, 23 vacancies

E602
Performance and Needs Assessment, 3/10-14/08, 9 vacancies

E603
Instructional Design, 1/28-2/1/08, 9 vacancies

E604
Course Development, 2/25-28/08, 11 vacancies

E609
Master Trainer Practicum Workshop, 11/26-30/07, 13 vacancies

E900
IEMC/All Haz Prepared & Response, 11/12-16/07, 57 vacancies; 3/10-14/08, 43 vacancies

E901
IEMC/All Haz Recovery & Mitigation, 11/26-30/07, 63 vacancies; 3/17-21/08; 51 vacancies

E905
IEMC/Hurricane: Prepared & Response, 1/14-18/08, 57 vacancies

E906
IEMC/Hurricane: Recovery & Mitigation, 1/21-25/08, 56 vacancies

E910
IEMC/Earthquake: Prepared & Response, 10/22-26/07, 25 vacancies

E915
IEMC:  Homeland Security,1/7-11/08, 59 vacancies; 3/3 - 7/08, 60 vacancies

E920
IEMC/Haz. Mat.: Prepared & Response, 2/4-8/08, 62 vacancies

(7)  HOMELAND SECURITY GRANTS GUIDE FOR STATE AND LOCAL MANAGERS:

One needs to go to the "HS Today" website and fill-in a form to access this guide at: http://www.hstoday.us/Grants_Guide/GG_Registration.cfm
(8)  HOMELAND SECURITY TRAINING AND EDUCATION:

HS Today.  Homeland Security Education Directory 2007.  24 pages.

Accessed at:

http://www.hstoday.us/Educational_Directory/HST_2007_ED_DIR.pdf
[Note:  For a more comprehensive listing of Emergency Management Higher Education Program listings and descriptions, plus Homeland Security, Hazard and Disaster Related Public Health and Medical, International Disaster Management, Humanitarian Disaster Assistance and Relief, and other related Higher Education Programs, go to:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/ and scroll the categories, then the levels within categories, which include descriptions and points of contact when clicked upon.  Thanks to William Cumming, Vacation Lane Group, for bringing this to my attention.]

(9)  KATRINA BOOK:

Associated Press.  "Mayor's Aide Tells Insider Tale of Hurricane Katrina."  August 25, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.katc.com/Global/story.asp?S=6982540&nav=menu209_1
[About "Eye of the Storm:  Inside City Hall During Katrina," by Sally Forman, Press Secretary to Mayor Ray Nagin during Hurricane Katrina.]

(10)  LOUISIANA KATRINA AND RITA RECOVERY:

Brinkley, Douglas.  "Reckless Abandonment."  Washington Post, August 26, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/24/AR2007082401209.html 
Ikeda, Sanford, and Peter Gordon.  "Power to the Neighborhoods:  The Devolution of Authority in Post-Katrina New Orleans."  Arlington, VA:  Mercatus Center, George Mason University, Policy Series, Policy Comment No. 12, August 2004, 24, pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercatus.org/repository/docLib/200708281_power_to_the_neighborhoods.pdf 
[Excerpt:  "There has been substantial dissatisfaction with several rebuilding plans for post-Katrina New Orleans. This Policy Comment proposes various steps that policy makers might take in order to inject competition into local government. In particular, it shows how neighborhoods may improve their control over policies that influence their destiny. While the current interest in neighborhood "citizen participation" may sound positive, it falls far short of the openness to innovation required for the rebuilding process of New Orleans. One way to encourage innovation is devolution. Many devolution options are possible - including a credible threat of neighborhood secession.

Private neighborhood associations, the main option for devolution, could perform the functions of municipalities in many existing neighborhoods.

This would inject competition and increase innovation in the stagnant environment of city government."] 

Louisiana Recovery Authority.  Moving Beyond Katrina and Rita:  Recovery Data Indicators for Louisiana.  August 2007, 9 pages.  At:

http://lra.louisiana.gov/assets/twoyear/Indicators082107.pdf
Louisiana Recovery Authority.  Progress Report.  LRA, August 2007, 20 pages.  Accessed at:

http://lra.louisiana.gov/assets/twoyear/LRAAugust2007ProgressReport.pdf
(11)  NATURAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:

United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Natural Disaster Preparedness and Education for Sustainable Development.

Bangkok, Thailand:  UNESCO, 2007, 84 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www2.unescobkk.org/elib/publications/103/disaster.pdf
[Abstract:  "This publication provides details of the development of culturally appropriate and locally relevant educational materials for natural disaster preparedness that target key stakeholder groups and integrate Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) principles and strategies. 

Lessons learned by four in-country project teams, namely the Maldives, Thailand, Indonesia and India, and two collaborating organizations, the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society and the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU), while developing materials in collaboration with community groups in the Asia-Pacific region, are documented. This publication prepared under the Japanese Funds-in-Trust funded "Education for Natural Disaster Preparedness in Asia-Pacific within the context of Education for Sustainable Development" project provides insights into effective techniques for developing locally relevant educational materials, and highlights some of the challenges in that field."]

(12)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM (NFIP):

Evans, Ben.  "Efforts To Change Flood Insurance Stall."  Associated Press, August 26, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/26/AR2007082600595.html 
[Excerpt:  "Nearly everyone acknowledges it [NFIP] cannot pay off the debt, much less pay for losses in future storms. But so far, Congress has done little more than raise the program's borrowing limit, essentially handing taxpayers a series of shaky IOUs. A failure to act could leave the public vulnerable to large bailouts of the program and help perpetuate a false confidence among some property owners that they do not need coverage.....

The starting point for an overhaul, experts say, is raising rates for the more than 5 million policyholders, particularly those with high-risk coastal properties or vacation homes who pay heavily subsidized rates. Other recommendations include requiring coverage in more areas, enforcing tougher building and land-use policies, and updating old flood maps so homeowners know their true risks. 'To really fix the program doesn't include a great deal of good news,' said David John, an expert on insurance policy at The Heritage Foundation. 'For a politician, this is a no-win situation. But unfortunately, delay makes it a no-win situation for the taxpayer'."

(13)  POLITICS AND DISASTER:

Lopez, Patricia.  "Disasters a Perilous Magnet For Politicians." Minneapolis StarTribune, August 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.startribune.com/587/story/1384045.html
(14)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

Yannello, Amy. "Safely Out." Government Technology's Emergency Management.  27 Aug 2007. At:

http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/129746?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Emergency%20Mgmt_2007_8_28 
[Excerpt:  "Licensed-care facilities are mandated by state and federal law to write and maintain emergency plans. Most states, however, don't require any specific level of detail, and officials often fail to check whether such plans are workable. As emergency management agencies in Colorado's north central region learned, many care facilities had what amounted to expanded fire drill policies masquerading as emergency plans."]

[Thanks go to William Cumming at Vacation Lane Group for bringing this article to my attention.]
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Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
