August 20, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  AGING INFRASTRUCTURE:

Kaszuba, Mike, and Laurie Blake.  "As State Money Diminished, So Did Goals For Bridge Safety."  Star-Tribune (Minneapolis/St. Paul), August 16, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.startribune.com/10204/story/1367536.html
(2)  CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Completed the review of the final chapter for this textbook development project -- Chapter 11, entitled "Business Community Response in Hurricane Katrina."  This 39-page chapter contains three case studies and an Introduction.  The case studies are on "Weyerhaeuser Assists Its Disaster-Impacted Employees," "Chevron Meets the Needs of the Communities Where It Works," and "Wal-Mart's Response to Hurricane Katrina."  I provided review comments (all small edits) to the lead book developer, George Haddow at George Washington University.  Once the 2nd draft is submitted and approved it will be added to the previous chapters and the entire electronic textbook will then be moved from its current placement on the EM HiEd Project website -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/emoutline.asp -- to the "College Books -- Ready to Download" section. 

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY:

Gordon, Paula.  "The State of Emergency Management and Homeland Security."  PA (Public Administration) Times, Vol. 30, Issue 8, August 2007.  Accessed at:

http://users.rcn.com/pgordon/homeland/stateofEM.html
[Excerpt:  "What is the present state of the two fields of emergency management and homeland security? Should they even be viewed as separate fields?

Many in the field of emergency management may well find themselves at odds with individuals who working in the field of homeland security, especially if those in working in the field of homeland security have no emergency management background. Individuals who have spent years in the field of emergency management have had first-hand experience of dealing with all facets of emergency management and they understand the emergency management cycle. They have engaged in collaborative inter- and intra-governmental efforts and they have a hands-on approach to public service. This may not be the case for those who are in roles of responsibility in the newly emerging field of homeland security.

When individuals who do not have a background in emergency management are placed in positions of authority over individuals whose background is in emergency management, a somewhat difficult situation can result. A comparable situation might occur in a hospital in which medical doctors who specialize in emergency medicine, report to individuals who not only lack a background in emergency medicine, but who also lack a background in the general field of medicine. Differences in backgrounds may provide little basis for mutual understanding or even a common sense of mission.

Such differences can play a significant part in impeding the effectiveness of collaborative efforts."]

(4)  LOCAL OFFICIALS AND HOMELAND SECURITY/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management Division.  Introduction to Homeland Security and Emergency Management for Local Officials.  Camp Dodge, IA, 2007, 20 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org/asp/resource_room/IntroductiontoEMforlocalofficials-2007.pdf 
(5)  MITIGATION -- OR DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Sacramento Bee (CA).  "Second thoughts on West Sac's Floodplain Plan"

(Editorial).   August 20, 2007.   Accessed at:

http://www.sacbee.com/110/story/333695.html
[Excerpt:  "West Sacramento needs more than $400 million to upgrade its levees over 15 years. The city must pay roughly $84 million of that. (Congress and state bonds are expected to pay for the rest.) Yet the recently approved tax assessment will cover only about half of the $84 million needed. The city hopes to obtain another $40 million from fees on new development, including thousands of new homes planned in the Southport area.... It's unlikely that West Sacramento will reconsider its decision or will voluntarily stop construction in deep floodplains. Given the realities of development-driven local financing in California, cities and counties will continue to build in floodplains, unless stopped by either government action or a New Orleans-type disaster.

But if it pursues a Faustian bargain of using new development to pay for flood control, West Sacramento should at least consider how it phases in this development. Build on the highest ground first, and elevate structures (carports on the bottom, residences on the second floor).  Plan for evacuations. West Sacramento needs to be a leader in floodplain management, especially with such a risky method of flood control financing."

(6)  NATIONAL RESPONSE FRAMEWORK:

Central Florida News 13.  Fugate Fuming Over Disaster Response Plan.

August 13, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.cfnews13.com/News/Local/2007/8/13/fugate_fuming_over_disaster_plam.html# 
[Excerpt:  "In an exclusive interview, {FL} State Emergency Management Director Craig Fugate is letting loose on the feds. His team on the ground knows exactly what to do if the big one hits. But, he says thanks to the plan's bureaucratic language, if they need help from Washington, good luck.

"We don't have time to go feed two different groups information, and often times we have been put in a situation where we have briefed the federal coordinating officer, and get turned all the way around and have to come back and then brief the principal federal official 'cause they need the same information. We're too busy for that," said Fugate."]

(7)  NEW ORLEANS RECOVERY:

Liu, Amy & Allison Plyer.  A Review of Key Indicators of Recovery Two Years After Katrina - The New Orleans Index: Second Anniversary Edition. Washington, DC:  Brookings Institution Metropolitan Program and Greater New Orleans Community Data Center, August 2007, 20 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.gnocdc.org/NOLAIndex/ESNOLAIndexAug07.pdf
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