August 17, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  CAMPUS SAFETY AND SECURITY:

International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators (IACLEA).  Campus Public Safety Preparedness For Catastrophic Events:  Lessons Learned From Hurricanes and Explosives.  IACLEA, June 2006, 21 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.iaclea.org/visitors/PDFs/Hurricane2.pdf
(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Schwartz, John.  "One Billion Dollars Later, New Orleans Is Still at Risk."  New York Times, August 17, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/17/us/nationalspecial/17protect.html?ex=1345003200&en=54d125c38f698059&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss 
[Excerpt:  "Six inches. After two years and more than a billion dollars spent by the Army Corps of Engineers to rebuild New Orleans's hurricane protection system, that is how much the water level is likely to be reduced if a big 1-in-100 flood hits Leah Pratcher's Gentilly neighborhood.

Looking over the maps that showed other possible water levels around the city, Ms. Pratcher grew increasingly furious. Her house got four feet of water after Hurricane Katrina, and still stands to get almost as much from a 1-in-100 flood.

By comparison, the wealthier neighborhood to the west, Lakeview, had its flooding risk reduced by nearly five and a half feet.

'If I got my risk reduced by five feet five inches, I'd feel pretty safe,' said Ms. Pratcher... 'Six inches is not going to help us out'."]

(3)  KATRINA -- AND FEMA:

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington.  Best Laid Plans: The Story of How the Government Ignored Its Own Gulf Coast Hurricane Plans.  Washington, DC:  CREW, June 27, 2007, 24 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.citizensforethics.org/node/29201
[The URL above contains an "Exhibits" tab of 646 pages -- with no table of contents.]

(4)  KATRINA -- TONIGHT ON PBS (FRIDAY, AUGUST 17TH) ON PBS:

PBS Bill Moyers Journal.  Katrina Revisited.  August 17, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/08172007/profile.html
[From Website on TONIGHT'S show at 9:00:  

"As the second anniversary of Hurricane Katrina approaches, Bill Moyers gets two views on what the disaster and its aftermath says about American culture and values with Princeton's Melissa Harris-Lacewell and author and environmental activist Mike Tidwell. 

"What are we going to do in terms of who we are for making resiliency in the face of disaster possible? Because the human experience is going to be that we're going to face a variety of negative, disastrous experiences." -- Melissa Harris-Lacewell .... 

Melissa Harris Lacewell is Associate Professor of Politics and African American Studies at Princeton University.... 

Mike Tidwell predicted in vivid detail the Katrina hurricane disaster in his 2003 book, BAYOU FAREWELL: THE RICH LIFE AND TRAGIC DEATH OF LOUISIANA'S CAJUN COAST.... His most recent book, on Katrina -- THE RAVAGING TIDE: STRANGE WEATHER, FUTURE KATRINAS, AND THE COMING DEATH OF AMERICA'S COASTAL CITIES is just now out in paperback."] 

(5)  MITIGATION:

Tierney, Kathleen, and Michel Bruneau.  "Conceptualizing and Measuring Resilience:  A Key to Disaster Loss Reduction."  TR News (Transportation Research Board of the National Academies), May-June, 2007, pp. 14-17.

At:  http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/trnews/trnews250_p14-17.pdf
(6)  PANDEMIC:

Kruzel, John J.  "Simulated Flu Outbreak Teaches Real Lessons." American Forces Press Service, August 16, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=47068
(7)  RESOURCES:

National Congress for Secure Communities.  Website: http://nationalblueprint.org/
[From "About US" section of this website:  

"The strength and resilience of the United States comes from the individuals, organizations, and businesses that form the core of our great communities. 

In this new era of intensified terrorism and natural disasters, America must activate its citizens and businesses to protect and preserve communities. During the first 72 hours after a disaster, the first response is always a local response - and it is the citizens and first responders that will protect and preserve our lives, our communities, and our American way of life. 

To prepare and respond to a crisis, communities must not only work together to identify the innovative ideas that save lives and protect communities, but must also identify the barriers that take lives and that lead to a law enforcement crisis and loss of community continuity.

By sharing these ideas and leveraging both public and private resources, citizens can multiply and augment their surge capacity - enabling them to secure their homes, businesses and communities until state and federal resources arrive. 

The purpose and mission of this web site is to work with communities, businesses, first responders, and local governments throughout the nation to develop a National Blueprint for Secure Communities that will assist all communities in the development of their surge capacity and readiness. Our goal is not to dictate to communities, but to seek their input and to understand what works, what doesn't, and to develop real solutions - inspired by those on the ground who respond in real time."]

(8)  RESPONSE:

Federal Highway Administration, Department of Transportation. Communicating With the Public Using ATIS During Disasters:  A Guide for Practitioners.  Washington, DC:  DOT, FHA, April 2007, 36 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/atis/atis_guidance.pdf
[From Executive Summary:  "Advanced Traveler Information Systems, ATIS, can play an important role in communicating essential information to the public during disasters. Variable message signs, 511 telephone systems, highway advisory radio, and websites are some of the dissemination devices of systems that collect, process, and disseminate information about travel conditions to the public for day-to-day transportation operations, and these same systems need to be effectively used during disaster situations. This document provides advice on use of ATIS during disasters and is intended not only for state and local transportation agencies but for their partners in public safety and emergency management agencies. It offers practical guidance to managers of transportation management centers and emergency operations centers and to public information officers who may be called on to staff joint information centers during disasters.

The document discusses what we know about human behavior in disaster situations based on findings from several decades of research. That perspective can help in maximizing the effectiveness of traveler information communications. The current use of traveler information in managing normal incidents and planned special events is examined as a starting point for gauging the processes and technologies that are in place today. Five case studies of actual disasters in Georgia, California, Nevada, Utah, and Washington State show the role that traveler information has played in current practice and provide lessons for others. A concept of operations is presented that characterizes the flow of information among the people, organizations, and technologies comprising traveler information dissemination during disasters.

To maximize the benefit of ATIS as a tool for communicating with the public during disasters, a local strategy should be developed. A toolkit for organizing and conducting a strategy workshop is provided in this document as a starting point. A workshop that encompasses all the key stakeholders can acquaint them with currently available ATIS assets, potential future enhancements, and each agency's role in ensuring that ATIS is an important tool for helping the public when disaster strikes."]
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