August 15, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANNING FOR SCHOOLS & SCHOOL DISTRICTS:

Department of Education, Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools. Practical Information on Crisis Planning:  A Guide for Schools and Communities.  Washington, DC:  DOE, January 2007, 132 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/crisisplanning.pdf
FEMA.  How Schools Can Become More Disaster Resistant -- Resources for Parents and Teachers. .   No Date.  Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/kids/schdizr.htm
Florida Department of Education.  Educational Facilities Disaster and Crisis Management Guidebook.  Tallahassee, FL:  DoE, January 2, 2007, 282 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ncef.org/pubs/edfacilities-disaster-management-guidebook-2007.pdf    
Government Accountability Office.  Emergency Management:  Most School Districts Have Developed Emergency Management Plans, but Would Benefit from Additional Federal Guidance.   Washington DC:  GAO Report to Congressional Requesters (GAO-07-609), June 2007, 80 pages. Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07609.pdf
[Excerpts:  "In response to your request to examine the state of emergency management in the nation's school districts, this report addresses the following questions: (1) What are the roles of federal and state governments and school districts in establishing requirements and providing resources to school districts for emergency management planning? (2) What have school districts done to plan and prepare for emergencies? (3) What challenges, if any, have school districts experienced in planning for emergencies and communicating and coordinating with first responders, parents, and students?....

Most school districts have taken federally recommended steps to plan and prepare for emergencies including the development of emergency management plans; while the content of plans vary, many do not include recommended practices. Based on our survey of school districts, we found that most school districts, those with and without plans, have undertaken a variety of recommended practices to prepare for emergencies such as conducting inspections to identify potential vulnerabilities of school facilities and grounds and holding school drills and exercises.  In addition, we estimate that 95 percent of all school districts have written emergency management plans. Nearly all of those plans address multiple hazards such as natural disasters, intruders, and bombs but few address pandemic influenza or radiological hazards. The content of school district plans varies significantly. While most school districts have outlined roles and responsibilities for staff in their plans, for example, over half of all school districts with emergency management plans have not employed procedures for continuing student education in the event of an extended school closure, such as might occur during a pandemic. Likewise, while many districts have procedures for special needs students, we found during our site visits that procedures vary in the extent to which they ensure the safety of special needs students in an emergency.... Fewer than half of all school districts have involved the local head of government and fewer than half involved the local public health agency in the development of their plans. While half of all school districts update their emergency management plans at least once a year, an estimated 10 percent had never updated their plans.  Finally, while most school districts practice their emergency management plans annually within the school community, we estimate that over one-quarter of school districts have never trained with first responders and over two-thirds of school districts do not regularly train with community partners on how to implement their school district emergency management plans. The reasons why school districts do not train with first responders or community partners are not readily apparent."]

Kentucky Community Crisis Response Board.  School-Centered Emergency Management and Recovery Guide.  Kentucky Center for School Safety, 2001, 156 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.kycss.org/clear/EMGpage.html
[Thanks to Dr. John Pine, Director of Disaster Science Programs at LSU, for references above.]

(2)  MITIGATION:

California Governor's Office of Emergency Services.  State of California Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 2007 (Public Comment Draft).  Mather, CA: CA OEM, 2007, 494 pages.  Accessed at:  http://hazardmitigation.oes.ca.gov/plan/state_multi-hazard_mitigation_plan_shmp_commenting_2007 
[From website:  "The California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) is in the process of updating the SHMP. The Draft SHMP is now open for a 45-day public comment and review period which will close Friday, September 7, 2007. The SHMP was approved by FEMA and published by OES as a Standard State Hazard Mitigation Plan in October 2004 under the terms of Interim Final Rule (44 CFR 201) for administration of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000, P.L. 106-390) and is required to be updated every three years. The next SHMP update must be approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) by October 8, 2007. With this update, OES intends to submit an Enhanced version of the SHMP that will qualify California for federal hazard mitigation grant funds up to 20% of a declared disaster authorization. 

To assist with the update process, OES has coordinated with various state agencies, commissions, boards, etc. and has contracted with California State Polytechnic University at San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly) to provide professional mitigation planning knowledge, writing, outreach, and content coordination. The contracting agent for Cal Poly will be its grants arm, the Cal Poly Corporation, formerly known as the Cal Poly Foundation. 

The Draft 2007 SHMP includes new content on emerging subjects brought to public attention by recent events. In the revised Draft 2007 SHMP, OES is addressing a variety of new conditions, laws, and programs which have emerged since the current plan was published in 2004. These include: climate change, tsunami mitigation and preparedness, San Francisco Bay-San Joaquin Delta regional levee failure, and deadly landslides such as that which occurred in La Conchita in 2005.

[BWB Note:  Now this is what I'm talking about!] 

(3)  SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

American Association on Health and Disability. Annotated Bibliography on Emergency Preparedness and Response For People with Disabilities. Washington, DC:  AAHD, 2006, 62 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.aahd.us/site/static/pdfs/bestPractices/emergencypreparedness.doc 
American Association on Health and Disability.  Compendium of Initiatives on Emergency Preparedness and People With Disabilities in CDC Funded States, 2007.  Washington: DC:  AAHD, 2007, 27 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.aahd.us/site/static/pdfs/bestPractices/FundedStatesEP2007.doc
National Organization on Disability, Emergency Preparedness Initiative.

Guide on the Special Needs of People With Disabilities for Emergency Managers, Planners & Responders (Revised Edition).  Washington, DC: NOD, March 15, 2005, 36 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.nod.org/resources/PDFs/epiguide2005.pdf
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
