April 5, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report
(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Government Accountability Office.  DHS Multi-Agency Operation Centers Would Benefit from Taking Further Steps to Enhance Collaboration and Coordination (GAO-07-686R).  Washington, DC:  GAO, April 5, 2007.

Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-686R
(2)  EIPP LIVE CHAT WITH FEMA'S MARCO BOURNE: 

Received today a request to note the following April 11, 2007 EIPP "Live Chat":

["The New FEMA - Implications for State and Local Emergency Management - Weds April 11, 2007 - 12:00 Noon EDT

"As of April 1, 2007, changes to FEMA and DHS' organizational structure, including the realignment of several functions into FEMA, became effective under the provisions of the Post-Katrina Emergency Reform Act of 2006. In order to present an overview of the FEMA realignment and its implications for state and local emergency management, the EIIP is pleased to host a 'live chat' presentation and interactive Q&A session on April 11, 2007, beginning at 12:00 Noon Eastern time (please convert to your local time). We are also pleased to announce that the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) will participate as a co-sponsor of this special Virtual Forum. 

"Our honored guest will be Marko Bourne, FEMA's Director of Policy and Program Analysis since October 2006. Mr. Bourne has more than 20 years experience in governmental and legislative affairs, public affairs, marketing, and the emergency services and emergency management fields.  He previously served as Acting Director of the NIMS Integration Center and as an Executive Officer with the U.S. Fire Administration. Please see the Background Page for further biographical information and links to related material. 

"Please make plans to join us at this historic moment, and as always, feel free to extend this invitation to your colleagues. If this will be your first time to participate in the EIIP Virtual Forum www.emforum.org , please review the instructions on the Background Page, and check your connection at least a day in advance by clicking on the Chat Login link at the top left. This educational service is provided by the Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP).  Please check out "Our Partner" link - if interested in partnering with the EIIP, see "Partnership for You."]

(3)  FEMA:

Burdeau, Cain.  "FEMA Chief Promises Readiness for 2007,"  Associated Press, April 4, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/04/AR2007040401150.html 
[Excerpt:  "We want a FEMA that is much more sensitive, that has a heart," David Paulison, Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency.]

Milbank, Dana.  "Pass the Pinata, Please: A Former President Regards the Current One." Washington Post, April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/04/AR2007040402457.html?hpid=topnews 
[Excerpt from former President Jimmy Carter's remarks at National Press Club yesterday:  "On Hurricane Katrina: Bush 'grossly violated' the principles Carter used to create FEMA. 'Katrina was a disaster as far as FEMA was concerned, because it did not have a competent person in charge, it was not adequately financed . . . and it was under the still-struggling homeland security agency searching for its own role and its own identity'."]

(4)  MITIGATION:

Chapman, Robert E. and Douglas S. Thomas.  A Guide to Printed and Electronic Resources for Developing a Cost-Effective Risk Mitigation Plan for New and Existing Constructed Facilities (NISTIR 7390). Gaithersburg, MD:  National Institute of Standards and Technology, February 2006, 146 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www2.bfrl.nist.gov/software/NISTIR7390/
(5)  NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRAD STUDENT AWARDS:

Received following note from the Chair of the Sociology, Anthropology, and Emergency Management Department at NDSU:

["The Graduate School at North Dakota State University has made two awards to graduate students in the Emergency Management Program.  Jeanine Neipert, the assistant project director on the Disaster Resistant University Grant has received a $1,000 research award for her outstanding work on the project.  She is from Sealcove, Maine. In addition, Jessica Leifeld, has received a four year Presidential Doctoral Graduate Fellowship.  Jessica, from Northridge, California will receive the award for a four year term.  The Presidential Doctoral Fellowship is the highest award given to prospective graduate students at North Dakota State University."]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
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.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
