April 25, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  DISASTER RESPONSE AND HOMELAND SECURITY BOOK:

Finished reading last night:

Miskel, James F.  Disaster Response and Homeland Security: What Works, What Doesn't.  Westport, CN:  Praeger Security International, 2006, 162 pages.

While not adding it to my top 50 listing of books, I do recommend that anyone teaching a disaster policy course or course segment read this book, particularly Chapter 7 which describes the Australian and Canadian disaster response and relief/assistance national models and draws comparisons to the different U.S. model, and Chapter 8, on conclusions and recommendations.

(2)  LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

From the on-going discussion of local emergency management in the IAEM Discussion List pulled the following item:

"Now let’s take a look at rural America.  In Rural America the County EM coordinator (one person only in most cases) might be full time, 1/4 FTE, 1/2 FTE or less.  He or she might also be the EMS director, Sheriff, Fire, etc.  Most, if not all, wear multiple hats.  Why, dollars drive the train along with county commissioners because that is who they work for.  In some cases, in rural Montana, the EM Coordinator might only get paid $100 - 200 a month and are expected to do the work of a full-time Coordinator.  Sad but true, that is rural America. What suffers, plans, EOCs (which in some cases don't exist) coordination between agencies, etc.  Thank your lucky stars if you are full time and have folks working for or with you."

(3)  RESOURCES:

Disaster Prevention and Management-An International Journal, Vol. 16, No. 1, 2007. (MCB University Press North America 875 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 82, Cambridge, MA 02139. (888) 622-0075, (617) 354-6875 (fax), URL: http://www.mcb.co.uk, e-mail: help@mcb-usa.com.)  Particularly recommend:  McIvor, David, and Douglas Paton.  "Preparing for Natural Hazards: Normative and Attitudinal Influences," pp. 79-88.  From the abstract, under "Practical Implications" heading:  "The findings argue for a move away from reliance on the passive presentation of information to people and communities that dominates risk communication.  Rather, strategies for encouraging and sustaining positive discourse about hazards and their mitigation within a community should be prioritized in future risk communication work."

Disasters - The Journal of Disaster Studies Policy and Management, Vol.

31, No. 1, March 2007. (Quarterly, Blackwell Publishers, 350 Main St., Malden, MA 02148, (800) 835-6770, (781) 388-8232 (fax), URL: http://www.blackwellpublishers.co.uk, e-mail: subscrip@blackwellpub.com.)     Particularly recommend:  McGuire, Lisa, Earl S. Ford, and Catherine A. Okoro.  "Natural Disasters and Older U.S. Adults With Disabilities:  Implications for Evacuation." pp. 49-56.

Disasters - The Journal of Disaster Studies Policy and Management, Vol. 31, Supplement 1, March 2007 (devoted to food aid to Sudan). 
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