April 19, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10TH ANNUAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, EMI, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Have learned from the Admissions Office that approximately 100 dorm rooms have been assigned to support the conference.  The EMI Readiness Liaison to FEMA Regional and State Training Officers and Exercise Officers today emailed an announcement concerning the conference, which may lead to additional applications and dorm room assignment.  Thus, for any who are sitting on a conference agenda, planning to submit it sometime in the future, and in need of a dorm room on campus, I recommend that the application be submitted fairly soon, just in the event that all the dorm rooms become assigned prior to the arrival of your application.  We have received a greater allotment of dorm rooms this year than in any year in the past and this number well suffice.  It is the case, though, that in the previous nine EM HiEd Conferences we have always run out of dorm rooms, necessitating some participants staying in nearby motel rooms at their own expense, or not attending because they did not want to bear that expense.  Application forms are in the conference "box" near the top of the EM HiEd Project homepage -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference07.asp
(2)  BIO-TERRORISM:

Freking, Kevin.  "White House Outlines Bioterrorism Plan."  Washington Post, April 18, 2007.  At:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/18/AR2007041802192.html 
(3)  CRISIS MANAGEMENT:

Boin, Arjen, and Allan McConnell.  "Preparing for Critical Infrastructure Breakdowns:  The Limits of Crisis Management and the Need for Resilience."  Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, Vol. 15, No. 1, March 2007, pp. 50-59.

(4)  CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:

Congressional Research Service (Paul W. Parfomak).  Vulnerability of Concentrated Critical Infrastructure:Background and Policy Options. Washington, DC:  CRS Report for Congress,  January 26, 2007, 24 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL33206.pdf
(5)  DHS CHEMICAL FACULTY ANTI-TERRORISM STANDARDS:

Department of Homeland Security.  "Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards."  Washington, DC:  DHS, April 9, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/laws/gc_1166796969417.shtm
(6)  FEMA:

La. Homeland Security Director Wants FEMA Out Of DHS (KTBS-TV) KTBS-TV - Shreveport (4/18, 6:17 a.m.) reported, "Governor Blanco's Homeland Security director met with local officials yesterday to talk about the upcoming hurricane season. You know that starts June 1st.  FEMA has been under Homeland Security control since 9-11, and Louisiana's Homeland Security director says that should change."  Jeff Smith (La. Homeland Security Agency):  "We think that was a mistake and until that gets fixed, I think we will continue to see some issues raised. Even though there has been a lot of work in improving FEMA, and a lot of good, dedicated people there, I still think it still needs to be a separate entity."  Anchor:  "Jeff Smith says our local response to the Bossier tornadoes a few months ago show effective local emergency response plans are. They did a good job with that recovery and the rescue that went on during that." 

(7)  NEW FEMA:

From Eric Holdeman, King County (WA) Emergency Management Director, in "Eric's Corner" Electronic Newsletter:

Please see the link (external link) to the transcript of a presentation by Marko Bourne, FEMA's Director of Policy and Program Analysis, (sorry no slides) and the Q&A that followed.  Some observations on my part:

*  The word "Protect" has crept back into the mix--Hmm

*  There is a Law Enforcement Advisor to FEMA, a good thing I think

*  "We will not wait for states to be completely overwhelmed to ..." it will be interesting to see how that plays out.

*  There is talk of having a "more robust dialogue with states and locals."  Something is better than nothing

*  Preparedness is back in FEMA, Yes!

*  NIMS Integration Center renamed to "The Incident Management Systems Office" someone please get me a score card!

*  100-200 new positions for FEMA Regions in the next 18 months

*  Regional Advisory Councils are coming later this year, national council to be announced in a few weeks

OK, so FEMA is back from the dead.  The question is are they the "Walking Dead" or really reborn and energized for the future.  Time will tell! (Posted: April 18, 2007)

(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Holdeman, Eric.  "Partners in Preparedness Conference Notes, April 10-11, 2007."  Accessed at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/07-18-04_Mileti_Notes.pdf 
Mileti, Dennis.  "How the Public Converts Hazard Education Information Into Preparedness and Mitigation Actions."  April 4, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/07-18-04_Mileti.pdf
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND OTHER NEW DEGREES:

Received a note from Dr. Stephen S. Carter, Academic Director, Emergency Management, Fire Science, and Homeland Security at UMUC noting that on April 9th UMUC officially announced that the school would be instituting three new degree programs starting this coming Fall Semester 2007 -- an Emergency Management Degree, a Homeland Security Degree, and an Information Assurance degree.  For additional information, Dr. Carter can be reached at:  sscarter@umuc.edu.   
(10)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL--MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DISASTER MGMT. APPROVED:

Received copy of UNC-Chapel Hill Press Release from Dr. James Porto today noting that on March 16th, 2007 the UNC Board of Governors approved the implementation of a Master of Science Degree in Disaster Management.  This new degree will be offered out of the UNC-Chapel Hill School of Public Health. The new program is scheduled for December 2007 implementation -- with most courses available via distance learning.

Dr. Porto will be the Director of this new program and can be reached, for additional information, at:  jim_porto@unc.edu 
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
