April 11, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  EIIP VIRTUAL FORUM WITH MARKO BOURNE, DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS, FEMA:

A transcript of today's EIIP "Virtual Forum" from approximately noon to 1:00 with FEMA's Marko Bourne, on "The New FEMA:  Implications for State and Local Emergency Management," is available at:

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc070411.htm
(2)  EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING WITHIN COLLEGIATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:

Had a conversation today with Carol Cwiak with the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, on the importance of integrating some aspect of experiential learning within collegiate emergency management programs -- particularly those with significant traditional college student components of their student base.  This conversation reminded me that I've been meaning to place another note on the "Experiential Learning" section of the EM HiEd Project website for some time -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/sl_em.asp.  As one can see when clicking on "Experiential Learning" -- there are five examples of experiential learning noted:

* Disaster Work

* Exercise Participation

* Field-Based Practicums

* Internships

* Service Learning

We have contributions from faculty for the last three topics which provide examples of what is meant by this form of experiential learning and why it is so important -- for the students, for the school, and, I would add, the emergency management professionals whom emergency management students come into contact with.  However, we have no contributions for the first two areas -- disaster work and exercise participation.  Carol stated that she would work with an exercise-oriented NDSU emergency management class to come up with a paper to go within the "Exercise" section sometime this summer.  We are solicitous of additional contributions for this section, as well as for the Disaster Work section (where there is no example), and for the other sections which already have contributions.  If interested in investigating a contribution, please email at the email address in the signature block near the bottom.

(3)  FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007, EMMITSBURG, MD:

Emergency Management Student Volunteers:

Talked with doctoral student Jane Rovins at Tulane University about attending the conference as one of the Emergency Management Student Volunteers.  We are still open to a few more volunteers to assist at the conference in return for being accepted into the conference.  We are looking for students in Emergency Management collegiate programs listed on The College List on the Project website. We want students who are capable of taking good notes during one of the conference breakout sessions and then drafting a summary paper on their assigned breakout session for incorporation into the conference proceedings.  There is no conference fee, we will put students up in a free dorm room and are planning on purchasing meal tickets to give to the student volunteers (cost up to about $95.00 depending on attendance at full conference and one of the pre-conference workshops). Students need to be at least 18 years of age, U.S. citizens, and endorsed by a faculty member associated with the students "emergency management" course of study.  For more information contact wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
Emergency Management and Related Books Panel and Breakout Session:

Communicated today with Dr. Russell Dynes of the Disaster Research Center at the University of Delaware, who has agreed to participate in both the Books Panel (Wednesday, June 6th), to speak about the recent DRC "Handbook of Disaster Research," as well as participate in the afternoon breakout session devoted to new books and their authors, wherein more interactive discussion will be possible than during the morning plenary.

(4)  IAEM EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:

Received request from Dawn M. Shiley-Danzeisen, Communications and Marketing Director for the International Association of Emergency Managers, to post the following note:

"This is a reminder that the deadline for IAEM Scholarship applications is May 16, 2007. Scholarships will be awarded to full-time students studying for a degree (Associate, Bachelors, Masters, or Doctorate) in emergency management or a related field.  If you are a full-time student, I encourage you to visit http://www.iaem.com/resources/scholarships/intro.htm and learn more about the scholarship program.  If you know a student, please pass this information along to them.  For the first time, IAEM will be providing one or more scholarships funded by DRI International in honor of Lacy Suiter.  DRI International is providing $2500 yearly to be awarded by the IAEM Scholarship Commission as one or more Lacy E. Suiter DRI International Scholarship(s).  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dawn M. Shiley at IAEM.  Her email is shiley@iaem.com.”
(5)  MITIGATION -- OR NOT -- OR DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Walsh, Bill.  "White House Resists Plan for 72-Mile Storm Shield."  The Times-Picayune (New Orleans), April 11, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-8/1176271475107970.xml&coll=1 
(6)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Perera, David and Jonathan Marino.  "Walking the Talk."  Government Executive, April 11, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0407/041107mm.htm
(7)  SUGGESTIONS FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COLLEGE STUDENT RESEARCH TOPICS:

Received from Dr. David McEntire, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas, the following listing of student research topics:

1. How should emergency management offices be organized?  It is better to have offices in another department or under the city managers office?

2. We need to better understand the roles and contributions of the various actors involved in emergency management.  While we do understand police and fire to some extent, we lack knowledge on public health departments and GIS departments, etc.

3. What skills and personality traits assist emergency managers?

4. We need more understanding of planning councils, mutual aid arrangements, regional approaches to preparedness.

5. We must gain better comprehension of the interaction of local officials with state and federal agencies.

6. We need further information about emergency management in other nations.

Comparative work is lacking.

7. We need additional knowledge about WMD detection, grants administration, the impact of NIMS on emergency management, and the policies created by DHS.

8. We need comparative work on emergency management computer programs (Web EOC, E-TEAM, etc.).

9. We need to assess alternative emergency management policies and their assumptions, strengths and weaknesses.

10. We need to think more about how to "sell" emergency management and best practices for logistics.

11. From a geographers standpoint, we should reassess the concept of hazards and examine global warming.

12. We need to look at new ways to warn individuals (e.g., Internet and cell phones).

13. We should examine critical infrastructure as it relates to mitigation.

14. We need more planning with the media (and education of the media).

15. It is imperative that we assess the psychological impact of disasters and examine the benefit and drawbacks of CIS programs.

16. We should examine cultural beliefs and how they impact disasters and emergency management.

17. We probably need a study about disaster policies at the local, state and federal levels to find areas for improvement.

18. We need to focus more on the "management" of emergency management.

19. How to accurately assess risks and allocate resources in this field in light of rising disasters.

20. Additional topics for study include organizational learning, complexity, the elderly in disasters, public health and emergency management, impact of catastrophes on economic performance, progress in the private sector, etc.

Forwarded these research topic suggestions to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Practitioner's Corner subsection "For Students," where the listing should be accessible, with a number of other listings and suggestions that have been received recently, at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/practitioner.asp
(8)  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA AT LAS VEGAS, EXECUTIVE MASTERS IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Received for incorporation into the Syllabi Compilation on the EM HiEd Project website:

ECEM 711 -- Crisis and Emergency Management, by Dr. William Waugh, Jr.

ECEM 712 -- The Science of Catastrophes, by Dr. James P. O'Brien ECEM 713 -- Evolution of Terrorism, by Dr. Paul B. Davis ECEM 714 -- Intergovernmental Affairs, by Dr. Christine G. Springer

Forwarded these syllabi to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Syllabi Compilation at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/syllabi.asp
Should be accessible there shortly.

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
