September 8, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Stockstill, Mason.  "Are We Safer?  DHS:  A Work in Progress."  Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (CA), September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dailybulletin.com/news/ci_4304972
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Reilly, Sean.  "Baughman Wants More Money, Less Red Tape."  Mobile Press-Register (AL), September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.al.com/news/mobileregister/index.ssf?/base/news/1157707314260060.xml&coll=3 
[Excerpt:  "Halfway through this year's hurricane season, a Senate panel got a split view Thursday of the government's readiness for emergencies.

A trio of federal officials underscored improvements made since Hurricane Katrina, while Bruce Baughman, director of the Alabama Emergency Management Agency {and President of the National Emergency Management Association}, stressed the need for more money and less bureaucracy.... while Alabama is getting $22 million from the federal treasury to prepare for a terrorist attack, Baughman said, it receives less than $3 million annually for natural disaster readiness -- even though such disasters have struck the state 31 times in the last decade. 'Something's wrong with the funding formula,' he told members of the Senate Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee."]

(3)  FEMA:  

Davidson, Ollie. "The Roots of FEMA's Problems" (Letter to Editor).

Washington Post, August 31, 2006.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/30/AR2006083003090.html 
(4)  HISTORICAL DISASTER DEATHS:

Gibson, Christine.  "Our 10 Greatest Natural Disasters."  American Heritage, September 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.americanheritage.com/events/articles/web/20060905-natural-disasters.shtml 
[Listed in this 7-page article are:

1. Galveston Hurricane, 1900, estimated 8,000 dead.

2. Great Okeechobee Hurricane in Florida, 1928, estimated over 2,500 dead.

3. Johnstown, Pennsylvania, Flood, 1889, estimated 2,200-plus dead.

4. Louisiana Hurricane, 1893, 2,000-plus dead.

5. Hurricane Katrina, 2005, 2057 dead.

6. Peshtigo Fire, 1871, 1,200-2,400 dead.

7. South Carolina-Georgia Hurricane, more than 2,000 dead. (1893) 8. Great New England Hurricane, 1938, 720 dead.

9. San Francisco Earthquake, 1906, estimated 700 dead.

10.Tristate Tornado, 1925, 695 dead.

My own listing of natural disaster deaths differs:

1.
Galveston Hurricane, 1900 -- 6,000-12,000

2.
Great Okeechobee Hurricane and Flood, 1928
-- 1,836-2,500

3.
Johnstown Flood, 1889 -- 2,000-3,000

4.
San Francisco Earthquake and Fire, 1906 -- 664-3,000

5.
Illinois Heat Wave, July 1-31, 1936 (deaths above normal)

-- 2,696

6.
Louisiana Hurricane of 1893 -- 2,000+

7.
Peshtigo Firestorm, Wisconsin, 8 October 1871 -- 2,200+

8.
South Carolina-Georgia Hurricane of 1893 -- 1,000-2,000

9.   Hurricane Katrina, Louisiana, Miss. AL, FL, 2005 -- ~1,300

10.
Illinois Heat Wave July 1-31, 1966 ("excess deaths")
-- 1,148

11.
New York City Heat Wave Aug 9-15, 1986
 -- 1,001

12.
MN & WI Forest Fire, 1918 -- 1,000

13.
Florida Keys, LA, AL, TX Hurricane, Sep. 2-15, 1919 -- 600-900

14.
Wildfire, MN (Hinckley) & WI, September 1 -- 894

15.
Tornadoes, February 19, 1884, MI, NC, TN, IN -- ~800

16.
Chicago Fire, 1871
-- 766

17.
Heat Wave (Particularly Chicago) 1995 -- ~739

18.
New England Hurricane, 1938 (Long Island Express) -- 700-720

19.
Georgia-South Carolina Hurricane of 1881 -- ~700

20.
Tri-State Tornado, 1925 -- 695

It has been awhile since I have updated Katrina deaths, so my figure is out-of-date.  The figure above is the largest I think I've seen -- no footnote as to source.

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

De La Cruz, Donna.  "NJ Homeland Security Chief:  Feds Need To Share More Information."  Associated Press, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newjersey/ny-bc-nj--homelandsecurityc0907sep07,0,5701829.story?coll=ny-region-apnewjersey 
Hays, Tom.  "Terror Expert Warns NYC Still a Target."  Associated Press, September 8, 2006.  At:

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/ats-ap_us10sep08,0,7694525.story?coll=ny-leadnationalnews-headlines 
[Excerpt: "The threat "is a permanent condition, and in all likelihood will worsen," the New York Police Department's top counterterrorism official, Richard Falkenrath, told an audience of private security executives Thursday."]  

Johnson, Kirk.  "Rise of Municipal Preparedness Comes With No Few Headaches."  New York Times, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/08/us/08response.html
McGreevy, Patrick.  "L.A. To Get Key Role in Terrorism Battle - At a Conference in New York, Chief Bratton Announces the Creation of a National Academy to Teach Police How to Prevent Attacks."  Los Angeles Times, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-terror8sep08,0,7928784.story?track=tottext 
Ramirez, Anthony.  "Polls Show Drop in Assurance Since the Attacks of Sept. 11."  New York Times, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/08/nyregion/08prepared.html?_r=2&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 
(6)  KATRINA:

Grunwald, Michael.  "Rotten To The Corps - The Army Corps of Engineers is the Real Culprit Behind New Orleans' Devastation."  Grist Magazine, August 29, 2006, 5 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.grist.org/cgi-bin/printthis.pl
[Note from the article:  "Michael Grunwald, a Washington Post reporter, won the George K. Polk Award for national reporting and the Worth Bingham Prize for investigative reporting for his coverage of the Corps.

He is the author of The Swamp: The Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise."]

Speier, Joe.  "Ignored Hurricane Plan Meant To Save Millions."  KFIE-TV (Evansville IN), September 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.14wfie.com/Global/story.asp?S=5347944&nav=3w6o
(7)  PREPAREDNESS:

Bowman, Bill.  "Roundtable Reveals Holes In State's Disaster Planning, Holt Says."  Ashbury Park Press (NJ), September 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060901/NEWS01/609010415/
1004/NEWS01

[Excerpt:  "Rep. Rush D. Holt came to the borough Thursday looking for answers, but didn't get exactly what he wanted. Holt, D-N.J., wanted to know how prepared the state and the Shore area would be for a devastating hurricane like the one that blasted New Orleans last year.

To find out, he hosted a roundtable discussion at Maple Place Middle School among federal, state, county and local officials and representatives from the Red Cross and corporations. Holt said after the event that it was not clear from the answers he was given to several pointed questions that all the necessary planning has been done.... Holt said he was not satisfied with answers he received to questions about whether areas had been selected as potential shelter sites and if they would be properly outfitted, where temporary housing trailers could be located, and even if there would be enough bus drivers to move those who would rely on public transportation in an emergency. 'Planning means thinking about things before they happen and thinking about the things you can do before problems occur,' Holt said. Holt's questioning at times turned testy, as when he asked State Police Lt. George M.

Georgeles if the state had identified the number of potential emergency shelters that would be needed and how many generators would be required to provide power...."]

Department of Homeland Security.  "Press Release:  Homeland Security and National Groups Join Forces to Help Older Americans and Individuals with Disabilities Prepare For Emergencies."  DHS Office of the Press Secretary, September 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/press_release/press_release_0990.xml 
Strohm, Chris.  "Panel Gets Qualified Assurances on Disaster Preparedness."  Congress Daily, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34951&dcn=e_gvet
[Allen, Paulison, Foresman]

(8)  WAR ON TERROR:

Bodine, Barbara.  "9/11 Miniseries Is Bunk - Former Ambassador to Yemin Says ABC Traded Fact For Drama in Portraying Events After the 2000 Bombing of the Destroyer Cole."  Los Angeles Times, 8 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-bodine8sep08,0,7520841,print.story 
Brooks, Rosa.  "Do You Feel Safer?"  Los Angeles Times, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-brooks8sep08,0,1173986.story?track=tottext 
[Subtitle:  "Osama bin Laden's still free, global anti-U.S. feelings are rampant, our military is stretched thin -- and Bush says we're more secure."]

Dempsey, Judy.  "NATO Seeks Afghan Reinforcements."  International Herald Tribune, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/bin/print.php?id=2734089
Dionne, E.J. Jr.  "Vanished Towers, Vanished Leadership."  Washington Post, September 8, 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/07/AR2006090701619.html 
[Excerpt:  "Five years later, you look at the rancid state of our politics, the decline in America's standing in the world and the behavior of our national leadership, and you want to shed tears for your nation."] 

Farah, Douglas.  "Islamists Have 20-Year Plan. Do We?"  Douglas Farah Blog, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.douglasfarah.com/
[Excerpt: "This week's New Yorker should be required reading for those interested in the Islamist jihadi movements. The reason is simple. It gives us, in al Qaeda's own words, the 20-year plan of the group and its different iterations to wear away the West's resolve: plunge the United States into wars that will over extend its military, focus on a few key concepts (use of the internet, building a single narrative of itself and the West to give a unified vision of the war, drastic decentralization of command and control structures etc.) and a specific timetable in which different phases of the plan will be completed."  Note:  Reference is to Lawrence Wright article entitled "The Master Plan:  What Will the Next Stage of Jihad Be?" -- not accessible without subscription.]

Feldman, Linda.  "Bush Moves to Shore Up War-On-Terror Credentials."

Christian Science Monitor, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0908/p02s01-uspo.html
Gartenstein-Ross, Daveed.   "Pakistan's Peace Deal with Terrorist

Factions a Major Blow to U.S."  Politicalmavins.com, September 7, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://politicalmavens.com/index.php/2006/09/07/pakistans-peace-deal-with-terrorist-factions-a-major-blow-to-us/ 
[Excerpt:  "The past week witnessed one of the most significant recent developments related to the global war on terror - a development that garnered surprisingly little attention from the media and analysts."] 

Gul, Pazir.  "Waziristan Accord Signed."  Dawn (Pakistan), September 6, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.dawn.com/2006/09/06/top2.htm
[Provides details of the Pakistan/Taliban accord.]

Hajela, Deepti.  "Clinton Officials Protest 9/11 TV Series."  Associated Press, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://apnews.myway.com/article/20060907/D8K03CA80.html
Hoagland, Jim.  "Wanted:  Global Teamwork on Terrorism."  Washington Post, September 8, 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/07/AR2006090701614.html 
[Excerpt:  "...if the sense of vulnerability has spread abroad in the past five years, the international response to the threat of terrorist assaults has remained far from being unified or even particularly coherent. The greatest task for the next five years in the post-Sept. 11 era is to create and manage a truly integrated international campaign to displace and contain jihadist terrorism as a political weapon. The Bush administration can help start that effort by adjusting the rhetoric, goals and style of its war on global terrorism."] 

Kurtz, Howard.  "ABC to Alter Show on Pre-9/11 Run-up."  Washington Post, September 8, 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/07/AR2006090701454_pf.html 
New York Times.  "Echoes of 9/11 Define Life 5 Years Later."  September 8, 2006, Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/08/us/08intro.html
[This is the lead in to five articles relating to the title.]

Roggio, Bill.  "The Islamic Emirate of Waziristan and Greater Talibanism

- North Waziristan is Not al-Qaeda's Endgame, The Entire Border Region Is The Target."  The Fourth Rail - History, Politics and the War on Terrorism, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://billroggio.com/archives/2006/09/the_islamic_emirate.php
[Excerpt:  "With the threat of the Pakistani Army removed in North and South Waziristan, the Taliban and al-Qaeda can now consolidate power and focus their efforts on attacking coalition forces in Afghanistan, as well as expand further into the greater North West Frontier Province."]

Rupert, James.  "Pakistan, Rebels Sign Peace Accord."  Newsday, September 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/ny-wopaki064879112sep06,0,7482727.story?coll=ny-worldnews-print 
[Excerpt:  "The South Waziristan peace deal has left the Taliban running a parallel government that has largely displaced Pakistan's administration. The militants there openly recruit, train and send men to fight over the borders against the Americans. In recent talks, Pakistan's government refused a Taliban demand for acknowledged right to pursue jihad against the non-Muslim forces in Afghanistan. But the government has secretly left open the door to continued infiltration, an official involved in the talks said. Pakistani officials have denied any secret deals."] 

Sanger, David E.  "In Calling For Terror Trials, Bush Aims to Wage War His Way."  New York Times, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/09/07/news/politics.php
Stolberg, Sheryl Gay.  "Bush Assures That the Nation Is Safer as Memories Turn to a Day of Destruction."  New York Times, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/08/washington/08bush.html
USA Today.  "Five Years Later, No Attacks But Focus Blurs, Unity Fades."

September 7, 2006.  At:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2006-09-07-sept-11-remembered_x.htm 
[Excerpt:  "In the run-up to this anniversary, Bush, Vice President Cheney and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld have delivered a series of speeches about the war on terror. But rather than the inclusive tone of the address on Sept. 20, 2001, they have had a divisive, partisan edge - portraying any who disagree with the administration's policies as appeasers oblivious to the severity of the threat. Never mind that the administration has made far too many mistakes to claim unique wisdom in the ways of waging war on terrorism. This is a destructive course, essentially the opposite of FDR's call to turn fear aside. When American presidents inspire the nation to its best, they candidly appeal not to fear but to the country's natural optimism and can-do spirit. Bush did that five years ago. It's time for an encore."]

Yardley, William.  "Civil Liberties:  In the Defense of Basic Rights, An Official Led a City's Defiance."  New York Times, September 8, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/08/us/08liberties.html
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

