September 7, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Borenstein, Seth.  "Scientists See New Global Warming Threat."

Associated Press, 6 Sep 2006.  At: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/news/archive/2006/09/06/national/a100115D09.DTL 
[Excerpt:  "New research is raising concerns that global warming may be triggering a self-perpetuating climate time bomb trapped in once-frozen permafrost. As the Earth warms, greenhouse gases once stuck in the long-frozen soil are bubbling into the atmosphere in much larger amounts than previously anticipated, according to a study in Thursday's journal Nature."]

Gorin, Julia.  "Don't Fight the Terrorists - Fight the Weather!"  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/julia/gorin090706.php3
[Note:  Just when I thought the global warming debate could not get more interesting.] 

[Excerpt:  "It's a peculiar thing that as the threat of global terrorism reaches a crescendo, so apparently does the threat of global warming - at least that's what some would have us believe.... Let's be honest: people fixate on the environment when they can't deal with real threats. Combating the climate gives the non-hawks a chance to look tough. They figure, "Let's flex our muscle with this Mother Nature thing. Let's take a preemptive strike at an SUV. Let's show 'em we can be tough too." So they play up climate change like it's as urgent as terrorism, which they claim is overstated....   Memo to the Left: That heat you're feeling isn't global warming. It's global Islam. It's real, and it's getting closer....  Whether human-impacted global warming is real or not, we shouldn't worry about the distant future. Using an enviro-doomsday computerized weather model, I calculated that our catastrophe-to-be should befall us soon after the caliphate has completed its takeover.

Just in time to put the planet out of its misery."]

(2)  PANDEMIC:

Paynter, Susan.  "Bird-Flu Denial is a Virulent Bug That Attacks Readiness."  Seattle Post-Intelligencer, August 30, 2006.  At:

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/paynter/283007_paynt30.html
(3)  PRACTITIONER'S CORNER SUBMISSION -- CONCERNS WITH NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS GOAL DOCUMENTS:

Received for posting to the "Practitioner's Corner" section of the EM HiEd Project website a five-page white paper entitled "Concerns with the National Preparedness Goal Documents."  It is by an ex-intern with the FEMA EM HiEd Project, Dan Robeson, who is the Homeland Security Planner with Johnson County (KS) Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Five "concerns" are expressed and discussed, and recommendations made:

* The utilization of the National Planning Scenarios skews our preparedness capabilities to only address a limited number of specific hazards compromising our ability to consider and aptly prepare for the wide range of situations our Nation needs to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from.

* If scenario-based planning is used as the foundation of our nation's planning efforts, the scenarios need to be driven by a comprehensive risk assessment.  Currently, the National Planning Scenarios are too focused on terrorism and catastrophic events, which limits our ability to adequately prepare for the hazards we are most likely to face.

* The Universal Task List (UTL) and Target Capability List (TCL) downgrade preparedness and planning tasks to a level where they are not appropriately considered or easily assessed.

* Many of the task and capabilities in the UTL and TCL are ambiguous as to who is responsible for them and at what level.

* The UTL and TCL structure does not adequately consider the need for mitigation efforts outside of the threat of terrorism."

For the discussion of these points and to read Dan's recommendations, go to the Practitioner's Corner in about one week -- the paper should be posted in about that time-frame.

(4)  PREPAREDNESS:

Rowland, Kara.  "Computer Game Will Train First Responders."  Washington Times, August 30, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://washingtontimes.com/business/20060829-093839-3370r.htm
[Excerpt:    "Incident Commander," manufactured by BreakAway Ltd. of

Hunt Valley, simulates crisis scenarios including a severe storm, a natural disaster, a school hostage situation and a terrorist attack.

Note:  "Incident Commander" can be ordered by public safety organizations free of charge at: http://www.incidentcommander.net/  ] 

(5)  WAR ON TERROR:

Borowitz, Andy.  "New Madman Makes Debut as Anchor of al-Jazeera Evening News."  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0906/borowitz090706.php3
[Excerpt: "The executive also had high praise for Mr. Medfaai's broadcast signoff, a simple "Death to America." "That's a keeper," he said."] 

Crosby, Greg.  "Islam's War With America."  Politicalmavens.com, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://politicalmavens.com/index.php/2006/09/06/islams-war-with-america/
Engelhardt, Tom.  "9/11 in a Movie-Made World."  The Nation, September 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.thenation.com/doc/20060925/engelhardt
[Note:  Yes, the date is correct -- this is a pre-release.]

Fields, Suzanne.  "Feeding The Crocodile."  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/cols/fields090706.php3
[Excerpt: "Those who assisted the Nazi rise to power held diverse views and were motivated by different influences, both inside and outside Germany, and the rest of the world recognized the peril of Nazism only slowly and reluctantly. Islamo-fascism poses a similar danger for us now."] 

Graham, Michael.  "Want to Get Mad This 9/11?  Keep Reading..." Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/michael/graham090706.php3
[Excerpt: "On the evening of September 10th 2006 - on the cusp of the fifth anniversary of the worst terror attack in American history - many Americans are going to be angry. But for very different reasons.  Americans who don't get it - liberal activists and unreconstructed Clintonistas - will be upset over the September 10th premiere of ABC's miniseries "The Path to 9/11." This six-hour docudrama based on the 9/11 Commission Report allegedly suggests that the guy who'd been president for the eight years leading up to September 11th might be slightly more culpable for the massive intelligence failure than the guy who'd been in office a mere eight months."  For a different view see the Kurtz piece below.]

Hanson, Victor Davis.  "It's Fascism - And It's Islamic."  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0906/hanson090706.php3  

Jacoby, Jeff.  "Khatami's Propaganda Tour."  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/jeff/jacoby090706.php3
Johnson, Larry C.  "What George Bush Didn't Say About Guantanamo."  No Quarter web blog, 6 Sep 2006, Accessed at:

http://noquarter.typepad.com/my_weblog/2006/09/what_george_bus.html#more
Kurtz, Howard. "Clinton Administration Officials Assail ABC's 'The Path to 9/11'." Wash.Post, 7Sep06. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/06/AR2006090601819_pf.html 
Lileks, James.  "Imagine the Response to 9/11 Had Been Diplomacy and Restraint."  Jewish World Review, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/0906/lileks090706.php3
Los Angeles Times.  "Barely Legal-War-making."  September 7, 2006.

Accessed at:
 http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-bush07sep07,0,7852067,print.story 
New York Times.  "A Sudden Sense of Urgency."  September 7, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/07/opinion/07thu1.html?_r=2&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 
Office of the Director of National Intelligence.  "Biographies of High Value Terrorist Detainees."  September 6, 2006, 14 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.dni.gov/announcements/content/DetaineeBiographies.pdf
Office of the Director of National Intelligence.  "Summary of the High Value Terrorist Detainee Program."  September 6, 2006, 5 pages.

Accessed at:

http://www.dni.gov/announcements/content/TheHighValueDetaineeProgram.pdf
White House.  "Fact Sheet:  The Administration's Legislation to Create Military Commissions."  September 6, 2006.  At:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060906-6.html
White House.  "Fact Sheet:  Bringing Terrorists to Justice."  September 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060906-2.html
White House.  "Fact Sheet:  "Progress Report: Fixing the Problems Exposed by the 9/11 Attacks."  7 Sep 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060907-4.html
White House.  "Message to the Congress of the United States."  September 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060906-4.html
[Excerpt: "Five years after the mass murders of 9/11, it is time for the United States to begin to prosecute captured al Qaeda members for the serious crimes that many of them have committed against United States citizens and our allies abroad. As we provide terrorists the justice and due process that they denied their victims, we demonstrate that our Nation remains committed to the rule of law."] 

White House.  "Myth/Fact:  The Administration's Legislation to Create Military Commissions."  September 6, 2006.  At:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060906-5.html
White House.  "President Bush Discusses Progress in the Global War on Terror."  Transcript of speech, Cobb Galleria Centre, Atlanta GA, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060907-2.html
White House.  "President Discusses Creation of Military Commissions to Try Suspected Terrorists." Transcript of speech in the White House East Room, 6 Sep 2006.  At:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060906-3.html
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