September 28, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report
(1)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS?:

Associated Press.  "OIC {Organization of the Islamic Conference} to Revive News Agency, TV Network to Counter Western 'Bias'."  September 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/theworld/2006/September/theworld_September955.xml&section=theworld 
(2)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS? - POPE'S REMARKS:

Associated Press.  "Vatican Minister Slams Extremists' 'New Barbarism'."

September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3309164,00.html
[Subtitle: "Holy See's foreign minister tells UN General Assembly that misunderstanding between cultures breeding violent extremism; blasts those who 'regard the possession of nuclear weapons as an element of national pride'."]

Boot, Max.  "Unless It Clamps Down Vigorously on Fanaticism, the Islamic World Risks Validating its Worst Caricatures."  Jewish World Review, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/0906/boot092806.php3
[Excerpt: "Ever since 9/11, a dark view of Islam has been gaining currency on what might be called the Western street. This view holds that, contrary to the protestations of our political leaders - who claim that acts of terrorism are being carried out by a minority of extremists - the real problem lies with Islam itself. In this interpretation, Islam is not a religion of peace but of war, and its 1.2 billion adherents will never rest until all of humanity is either converted, subjugated or simply annihilated. Is the war on terrorism really a 'clash of civilizations'? The overreaction to Pope Benedict XVI's relatively innocuous remarks at the University of Regensburg on Sept. 12 would seem to lend weight to this alarming notion."]

Tayob, Abdulkader.  "Islam, The Reformation, and Other Things Troubling Benedict XVI." Mail & Guardian (South Africa).  September 26, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=284958&area=/insight/insight__comment_and_analysis/# 
[Excerpt: "Pope Benedict XVI's lecture at the University of Regensburg, coming soon after United States President George W Bush rushed to rechristen the war against "Islamic fascism", raises serious concerns about what some of the world's most powerful actors think about Islam.... Islam takes shape as the extreme antithesis of the pope's vision.... in present-day Europe, which seems to be overly preoccupied with reinforcing its fortress...Islam stands outside the history of Europe, just as Christianity stands at its centre. Alas, both are questionable contentions."]

YNet News.  "Palestinian Media Calls Pope 'Stupid,' 'Criminal'."

September 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3308451,00.html
(3)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS? - SOMALIA:

Aljazeera.  "Islamists Disarm Rivals in Somalia." September 27, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/491D5B08-24DC-42EC-9523-FFFF34EB17AC.htm 
[Subtitle: "The Supreme Islamic Courts Council, an armed Islamist movement in Somalia, has disarmed hundreds of rival fighters in the southern port city of Kismayo, further cementing its control over the south of the country."]

Garowe Online News.  "Somalia: Islamist Leader Dismisses Govt's al-Qaeda Accusations." September 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.garoweonline.com/stories/publish/article_5210.shtml
(4)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Eisenberg, Carol.  "Sources: Homeland Agent Who Made Cuts Is Out."

Newsday, 27 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/ny-ushome0928,0,1777813.story?coll=ny-leadnationalnews-headlines 
[Subtitle: "The political appointee {Tracy Henke} who oversaw 40-percent cuts in anti-terror funding to New York City and Washington, D.C., is being edged out of her job at the Homeland Security Department, according to House and Senate sources."

(5)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Burke, Tom.  "Climate Change: Time To Get Real."  Open Democracy, 26 Sept. 2007.  At:

http://www.opendemocracy.net/globalization-climate_change_debate/climate_change_3939.jsp# 
[Subtitle: "The science is clear, the technology is available. To meet the challenge of "the most serious threat to humanity since the invention of nuclear weapons," climate-change campaigners now need to win the political argument, says Tom Burke of E3G."]

(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY: 

Government Accountability Office. Homeland Security: Assessment of the National Capital Region Strategic Plan, GAO Testimony before Senate Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management and the District of Columbia, Committee on Homeland Security, 27 pages, September 27, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-1096T
(7)  MILITARY ROLE IN DISASTER:

Congressional Research Service (Jennifer K. Elsea).  The Use of Federal Troops for Disaster Assistance: Legal Issues.  CRS Report for Congress, August 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RS22266.pdf
[Excerpt:  "This report summarizes the possible constitutional and statutory authorities and constraints relevant to the use of armed forces, including National Guard units in federal service, to provide assistance to states when a natural disaster impedes the operation of state and local police.  The report also addressed proposed legislation..."]

(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Lee, Christopher.  "Crowded ERs Raise Concerns On Readiness."

Washington Post, 28 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/27/AR2006092701831.html 
[Excerpt: "Emergency rooms at many hospitals are routinely stretched to the breaking point, raising concerns that they would not be able to handle victims during a terrorist attack or natural disaster, according to congressional testimony yesterday and a new federal study."]

Vasconez, Kimberly.  "Catastrophic Hurricane Evacuation - U.S. DOT Study Findings and Recommendations."  Transcript of EIOP Virtual Forum Presentation, 9 pages, September 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc060927.htm
(9) TULANE UNIVERSITY -- DEVELOPING DISASTER MANAGEMENT MASTERS OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM:

Communicated with Amy V. Lafreniere at Tulane, with the School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, who notes that "We are currently in the process of developing a curriculum for a new Masters of Public Health degree in Disaster Management" -- to be housed in the Department of Environmental Health Sciences.  I noted several sections of the EM HiEd Project homepage which might help inform and support this initiative.

Was asked about becoming member of an Advisory Committee and attending a November 1 Advisory Committee meeting in New Orleans.  Had to not the obstacles within DHS to being on Advisory Committees and the general lack of travel funding here so early in a new fiscal year -- generally do not have operational budgets by early November and thus all expenditures on a "must-do" basis.  Asked, instead, to think about hooking us up via conference call during the Advisory Committee meeting.

For additional information, Dr. Lafreniere can be reached at: adinture@tulane.edu. 
(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Ben-Meir, Alon. "A Region in Turmoil."  Turkish Daily News, September 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=54610
[Excerpt: "For the more than two decades that I have been involved, directly and indirectly, in Middle-Eastern negotiations...never have I witnessed such turmoil. At present, nearly every nation there is are embroiled in an internal conflict that is shaking not simply the government's power base but often the very foundation of the state itself. Many things beyond the United States' control have happened to bring the Middle East to this point. But unless the United States changes its policies toward the region in a fundamental way, it will find itself in a never-ending quagmire, sapping its own energy and resources and seriously threatening its own national security while ushering in even greater regional upheaval of historic proportions."]

Eland, Ivan.  "Negroponte Muddies NIE Waters."  Consortiumnews.com, September 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.consortiumnews.com/2006/092706b.html
McCarthy, Andrew C.  "Yes, Our Iraq Policy Has Helped al Qaeda Recruit..." National Review, September 26, 2006.  Accessed at: 

http://article.nationalreview.com/?q=ZDFhOGRlYjQxYjc1ZGZiOGU5MTgyODBiY2NiN2JhYWI= 
Murdock, Deroy.  "Terrorist Rogues' Gallery."  National Review, 10 pages, 27 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://article.nationalreview.com/?q=YTQ1YWE1OTVkNTEyMGIwOGIwMmViYWEzYTFhYTIxZGU= 
Parry, Robert.  "How To Avoid World War III."  Consortiumnews.com, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.consortiumnews.com/2006/092806.html
Pena, Charles.  "Are We Safer?"  The Independent Institute, September 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=1815
[Excerpt: "If we want to be safer, we need to address why people choose to become terrorists and why they want to kill innocent Americans. This requires understanding that the growing tide of anti-American Muslim hatred-which is the basis for the radical Islamists to draw Muslims to their ranks-is fueled more by what we do, i.e., U.S. policies, than by who we are. In other words-as the 9/11 Commission concluded and numerous polls conducted throughout the Islamic world show-they do not hate us for our freedoms, way of life, culture, accomplishments, or values."]

Sullivan, Paul.  "Losing the War of Ideas."  The Independent Institute, September 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=1810
Sullivan, Paul.  "The Costs of an Expanding Long War."  The Independent Institute, September 19, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=1819
(11)  WAR ON TERROR -- AFGHANISTAN:

Banusiewicz, John D.  "NATO Defense Ministers Gather in Slovenia to Discuss Afghanistan, Other Issues."  American Forces Information Service, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=1280
(12)  WAR ON TERROR -- AL QAEDA:

National Security Archive.  "Bush Administration's First Memo on al-Qaeda Declassified" (January 25, 2001, Richard Clarke Memo).  At:

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB147/index.htm
[Contains link to declassified copy of:

Clarke, Richard A.  "Presidential Policy Initiative/Review – The Al-Qida Network."  Washington DC, National Security Council, Memo for Condoleezza Rice, January 25, 2001, 3 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB147/index.htm
Also contains 16 pages of commentary related to this document.]

(13)  WAR ON TERROR - IRAQ:

Agency France-Presse.  "Iraq Qaeda Calls For Biological Warfare Against US."  28Sep2006.  At:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20060928/wl_mideast_afp/iraqqaedaattack_060928155042;_ylt=AtGuy32EPIP_z_miDWOvOxYUewgF;_ylu=X3oDMTA2ZGZwam4yBHNlYwNmYw--  
Cevik, Ilnur.  "US Has Made Iraq A Haven For Terrorists."  The New Anatolian (Turkey), September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.thenewanatolian.com/opinion-15444.html
Garamone, Jim.  "Iranian Government Behind Shipping Weapons to Iraq."

American Forces Information Service, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=1289
Oppel, Richard A. Jr.  "Military Officials Add to U.S. Criticism of Iraq's Government."  New York Times, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/28/world/middleeast/28iraq.html?_r=1&th&emc=th&oref=slogin 
Quinn, Patrick.  "Iraq Terror Leader Recruits Scientists."  Associated Press, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://apnews.myway.com/article/20060928/D8KDVHEO0.html
[Excerpt: "In a new audio message Thursday, the leader of al-Qaida in Iraq called for explosives experts and nuclear scientists to join his group's holy war against the West. He also said that more than 4,000 foreign insurgent fighters have been killed in Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion in 2003."]

Schweid, Barry.  "Poll: Iraqis Back Attacks on U.S. Troops."  Associated Press, 27 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060927/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iraqi_opinion;_ylt=Al8GacVPUYgq9yP3Uc1EaldvaA8F;_ylu=X3oDMTA0cDJlYmhvBHNlYwM- 
(14)  WAR ON TERROR -- KASHMIR:

Akbar, M.J.  "US Help on Kashmir?"  Khaleej Times (Dubai), September 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/ColumnistHomeNew.asp?section=mjakbar&col=yes
[Excerpt:  "THE key to understanding the latest turn in Anglo-American policy towards India and Pakistan is that recent incidents of terrorism in Britain owe as much to local Muslim anger about Kashmir as they do to Iraq or Palestine. A good percentage of British Muslims are Mirpur-Kashmiri in origin, with links to jihadi groups in Pakistan, and provide an abundant source of British-Muslim suicide terrorists. Tony Blair, anxious to sew some of the tatters on his reputation before he leaves office, is keen these days to address the "root causes" of Muslim anger, and Kashmir is right up there along with Palestine."] 

(15)  WAR ON TERROR -- PAKISTAN:

Agency French-Presse.  "Musharraf Denies Pak Supports Terrorism, Says Osama in Afghan."  September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/theworld/20
06/September/theworld_September985.xml&section=theworld

Krane, Jim.  "Taliban Strikes on U.S. Troops Triple After Truce." Associated Press, September 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/world/20060927-105452-6596r.htm
(16)  WAR ON TERROR - UNITED STATES:

Ackerman, Bruce.  "The White House Warden."  Los Angeles Times, September 28, 2006.  At:

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-oe-ackerman28sep28,1,1031691.story?coll=la-news-comment 
[Subtitle: "Congress may give the president the power to lock up almost anyone he thinks is a terror threat."]

Muslim Public Affairs Council.  "MPAC Participates in Harmon's Briefing on 'Post 9/11: Muslim Americans as Partners in the Fight Against Terrorism."  September 27, 2006.  At:

http://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/id:2785.378831403/rid:5799edc8f9109a1ed8ce74903e4a5100 
New York Times. "Rushing Off A Cliff."  September 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/28/opinion/28thu1.html?th&emc=th
[NYT Abstract:  "In the name of fighting terrorism, Congress is set to pass a tyrannical law that will be ranked with the low points in American democracy."]
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.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

