September 15, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CENTRAL PIEDMONT COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY (NC) MEETING:

Met with Rodney Jackson of Central Piedmont Community College (Charlotte) and Scott Wade, Assistant Director of the Center for Geographic Information Science, Department of Geography at East Carolina University (Greenville), to discuss materials collected or developed by the EM HiEd Project that might be of use in courses taught on their campuses.  Both were on campus this week taking a HAZUS training course.

(2)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS?:

Al-Abyadm Saeed,  "Pope's References to Islam Provoke Muslim Outcry."

Arab News (Saudi Arabia), September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=4&section=0&article=86582&d=15&m=9&y=2006
-- [Excerpt:  "... scholars have said that these comments will only serve to foment hatred between Muslims and Christians and widen the gap that already exists between people of the two religions."] 

Associated Press.  "Fury Over Pope's Remarks Raises Concerns."

September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory?id=2449831  -- 
[Excerpt: "...in Turkey, the ruling party likened the pontiff to Hitler and Mussolini and accused him of reviving the mentality of the Crusades....'The declarations from the pope are more dangerous than the {Danish} cartoons, because they come from the most important Christian authority in the world the cartoons just came from an artist,' said Diaa Rashwan, an analyst in Cairo, Egypt, who studies Islamic militancy.... Many Muslims accused Benedict of seeking to promote Judeo-Christian dominance over Islam."] 

Associated Press.  "Pakistan's Parliament Condemns Pope."  September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory?id=2447600 – 
[Excerpt: "`Anyone who describes Islam as a religion as intolerant encourages violence,' {Pakistan} Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam said."]

CNN.com.  "Muslim Fury At Pope Jihad Comments."  September 15, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/europe/09/15/pope.islam/index.html -- 
[Excerpt:  "The Organization of the Islamic Conference, in a statement released Thursday, said... 'The attribution of the spread of Islam around the world to the shedding of blood and violence, which is 'incompatible with the nature of God' is a complete distortion of the facts, which shows deep ignorance of Islam and Islamic history'."]

CNN.com.  "Pope:  Conversion by Violence Not Of God."  September 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/europe/09/12/pope.bavaria.ap/index.html -- [Excerpt: "Pope Benedict XVI said Tuesday that Islamic holy war was against God's nature and invited Muslims to join in a peaceful cultural dialogue."]

Fisher, Ian.  "Muslims Assail Pope Over Islam Comments."  New York Times, September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/09/14/news/pope.php --  
[Excerpt:  "He {The Pope} began his speech at Regensburg University with what he conceded were "brusque" words about Islam: He quoted a 14th-century Byzantine emperor as having said: "Show me just what Muhammad brought that was new, and there you will find things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread by the sword the faith he preached." The pope then used the word jihad, or holy war, saying that violence was contrary to God's nature and to reason.... 'I do not think any good will come from the visit to the Muslim world of a person who has such ideas about Islam's prophet,' Ali Bardakoglu, a cleric who is head of the Turkish government's directorate of religious affairs, said in a television interview. 'He should first of all replace the grudge in his heart with moral values and respect for the other'."]

Jordan Times.  "Pope's Attack On Islam Sparks Anger."  September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/news/news4.htm  --

[Excerpt:  "Religious Affairs Directorate head Ali Bardakoglu, a cleric who sets the religious agenda for Turkey, said he was deeply offended by remarks about Islamic holy war made Tuesday during the pilgrimage to the pontiff's homeland... Bardakoglu said that 'if the Pope was reflecting the spite, hatred and enmity' of others in the Christian world, then the situation was even worse.... The Muslim Brotherhood's Akef contended that the pope's remarks 'threaten world peace' and 'pour oil on the fire and ignite the wrath of the whole Islamic world to prove the claims of enmity of politicians and religious men in the West to whatever is Islamic'.... 'It is very unfortunate that a religious leader of his stature is issuing statements which can fan religious disharmony,' Khurshid Ahmed, head of the Institute of Policy Studies in Islamabad, told AFP.... Hafiz Hussain Ahmed, a senior leader of the Jammiat Ulema-i-Islam Party and an MP...{stated} 'Jihad is a tool for defence and we expect the Pope to speak against aggression,' he said."] 

Wilkinson, Tracy.  "Muslims Lash Out at Pope's Remarks."  Los Angeles Times, 15 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-pope15sep15,0,4229104.story?track=tottext 
[Excerpt:  "Pakistan's parliament today unanimously adopted a resolution condemning what it called the pope's "derogatory" remarks.... In Kuwait, a high-ranking Islamist official, Haken Mutairi, called on all Arab and Muslim states to recall their ambassadors from the Holy See and expel any Vatican diplomats "until the pope says he is sorry for the wrong done to the prophet and to Islam, which preaches peace, tolerance, justice and equality," Agence France-Presse reported."]

Wright, Jonathan.  "Muslims Deplore Pope Speech."  Swissinfo, September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.swissinfo.org/eng/international/ticker/detail/Muslim_leaders_condemn_Pope_s_speech.html?siteSect=143&sid=7065559&cKey=1158286122000   
--  [Excerpt:  "'The Pope of the Vatican joins in the Zionist-American alliance against Islam,' said the leading Moroccan daily Attajdid, the main Islamist newspaper in the kingdom."]

(3)  MATERIALS RECEIVED TO REVIEW:

Australian Journal of Emergency Management, Vol. 21, No. 3, August 2006.

(Quarterly, Australian Emergency Management Institute, Main Road, Mt. Macedon, Victoria, 3441, Australia. 03-5421 5100, 03-5421 5272 (fax),URL: http://www.ema.gov.au, e-mail: rfleming@ema.gov.au.) 
HS Today, Vol. 3, No. 9, Summer 2006. (Monthly; http://www.HSToday.us).

[Note:  This issue is the 2006 Annual Homeland Security Report Card edition.]

Schwartz, Stephen.  The Two Faces of Islam:  Saudi Fundamentalism and Its Role in Terrorism. New York: Anchor Books, 2003, 346 pages.

(4)  PREPAREDNESS:

Halper, Evan.  "California's Emergency Planning Shackled."  Los Angeles Times, September 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-disaster14sep14,1,40343.story
(5)  WAR ON TERROR:

Arab News (Saudi Arabia).  "Muslims Are Real Victims of Terror."

September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=86578&d=15&m=9&y=2006
-- [Excerpt:  "Undersecretary at the Saudi Interior Ministry Ahmad Al-Salem said yesterday that Muslims - who are usually accused of being terrorists - are the real victims of terrorism. Addressing a meeting of representatives from the interior ministries of countries neighboring Iraq, Al-Salem said, 'What really pains us is that those committing terrorist acts claim that they belong to Islam and so the enemies have used this chance to undermine our religion and defame it. We all know that Islam does not approve of terrorism in any way and that killing innocent people and destroying properties have been declared unlawful by the Holy Qur'an'."

Council on American-Islamic Relations.  "U.S. Muslims Repudiate Rhetoric, Worldview of al-Qaeda."  American Muslim Perspective, September 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.archives2006.ghazali.net/html/us_muslims_repudiate.html --

[Excerpt:  "To more than a billion Muslims worldwide, Islam is a religion that teaches tolerance, freedom and compassion. Those who understand Islam and know Muslims as friends and colleagues realize that Islam is one of the three Abrahamic faiths and that Muslims are contributing members of societies around the world. Unfortunately, for many who know little of Islam or Muslims, Al-Qaeda has come to represent both."]

DeYoung, Karen.  "World Bank Lists Failing Nations That Can Breed Global Terrorism."  Washington Post, September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/14/AR2006091401859_pf.html 
Fallows, James. "Act As If Mueller is Right-Responses to "Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 1."  Foreign Affairs, September 7, 2006.

Accessed at: 

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_fallows --[Excerpt:"... the United States should grow up in its approach to the terrorist threat.... Americans do not need to behave as if this is the worst threat the country has ever faced, because it is not. Nor does it have to be approached through an open-ended state of 'war' .... acting as if he were wrong and continuing to distort the country's domestic politics and international relations out of excessive fear would be even worse {than underestimating the threat}."] 

Fallows, James.  "What Would Bogey Do? Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 2."  Foreign Affairs, September 11, 2006.

Accessed at: 

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_fallows-2  -- [Excerpt:  "Everyone here has agreed that politicians have routinely made the threat seem more dire and immediate than it is and that the media have generally played along."]

Federation of American Scientists.  Biosecurity and Biodefense Resource (website).  http://fas.org/biosecurity/resource/  [Note:  Have noted this page before, but new material has been added to the "Biosecurity Educational Modules" tab.]

Foreign Affairs. "`Are We Safe Yet?' - A Foreign Affairs Roundtable, Round 2."  September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/#responses1
Gerges, Fawaz A.  "A Nuisance, Not a Strategic Threat - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 1."  Foreign Affairs, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_gerges  --  [Excerpt:  "If Washington understood the internal political and ideological dynamics of the Muslim world better, it would have second thoughts about militarizing the war on terror, thus causing further turmoil abroad and playing into al Qaeda's hands. It would also recognize that increasing the organization's internal encirclement is the most effective means of nailing its coffin shut."]

Gerges, Fawaz A.  "Promising Heaven, Delivering Dust - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 2.  Foreign Affairs, September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_gerges-2 --[Excerpt:  "...Many leading jihadists have concluded that the war is lost and that bin Laden and his hawkish aides promised heaven and delivered dust. In short, for the bin Laden network the war within has been more lethal than the war waged against it by the United States."] 

Ghazali, Abdus Sattar.  "The Politics of Fear in US Elections."  Arab News (Saudi Arabia), September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=7&section=0&article=86593&d=15&m=9&y=2006
Gibson, William.  "What Really Scares Us."  New York Times, September 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/10/opinion/10gibson.html  --  
[Excerpt: "The terrorist tactic that matters most is the next one used, one we haven't seen yet. In order to know it, we must know the terrorists. Without a national security policy that concentrates on the vigorous and politically agnostic maximization of intelligence rather than, in the phrase of the security expert Bruce Schneier, "security theater," that may well prove impossible."]

Lynch, Timothy.  "Doublespeak and the War on Terrorism."  Cato Institute, Briefing Paper #98, September 6, 2006, 16 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=6654
Mueller, John.  "John Mueller Responds - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 2."  Foreign Affairs, September 11, 2006.

Accessed at: 

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_mueller -- [Excerpt: "...I calculate that the number of deaths inflicted since 9/11 by al Qaeda and al Qaeda types across the globe outside of war zones has been around 800 or 900. Moreover, in a large number of instances the 'connection' of these murderous terrorists to al Qaeda is atmospheric at most. Those deaths are tragic, but the numbers do not suggest that, as many commentators (not including any of those on this roundtable) have repeatedly argued, the United States is up against a diabolically capable enemy, that its survival is at stake, that the threat it confronts is existential or apocalyptic, that it has somehow managed to become engaged in World War III, or that civilizations are cosmically clashing."]

Mueller, John.  "Some Reflections On What, if Anything, 'Are We Safer?'

Might Mean."  CATO Unbound, September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cato-unbound.org/wp-print.php?p=282 --

[Excerpt:  "Is the likelihood that an individual American will be killed by international terrorists higher or lower than before 9/11?  This is a tricky concept to deal with because the number of Americans killed within the United States by international terrorists in the five years since 9/11 is the same as the number killed in the five years before:

zero.... astronomer Alan Harris has calculated that, at present rates and including the disaster of 9/11 in the consideration, the chances any individual resident of the globe will be killed by an international terrorist over the course of an 80-year lifetime is about 1 in 80,000, about the same likelihood of being killed over the same interval from the impact on the Earth of an especially ill-directed asteroid or comet.

At present, Americans are vastly more likely to die from bee stings, lightning, or accident-causing deer than by terrorism within the country. That seems pretty safe."]

Muravchik, Joshua.  "Weakening Rights to Save Them" (The greatest victories for freedom, such as World War II, came at the temporary expense of some liberties).  Los Angeles Times, 15 Sept. 2006.  At:

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-muravchik15sep15,0,707286.story?track=tottext 
Pillar, Paul R.  "Counterterrorism Gives, Iraq Takes Away - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 2."  Foreign Affairs, September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_pillar-2 -- [Excerpt: "There is no Jihad Central...and such jihadist terrorism as does occur is usually not the execution of anyone's master plan but instead the collective product of many different individuals, cells, and groups in what is an increasingly decentralized movement.... The history of previous extremist movements gives reason for hope that the current jihadist phenomenon may have already run much of its course.... But that still leaves a stretch of course yet to be run, and possibly much damage and suffering yet be inflicted.... the {Iraq} war is an inspiration, propaganda bonanza, recruiting poster, networking opportunity, and training ground for the jihadists.... as a result, Americans are probably more endangered today than they were on 9/12."]

Pillar, Paul R.  "Even Hyped Threats Can Be Real - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 1."  Foreign Affairs, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_pillar  -- [Excerpt: "John Mueller has...performed a service by pointing out how American responses to terrorist attacks can cause more damage than the attacks themselves and how one of the most powerful counterterrorist tools is tempering fear by putting the damage terrorism can cause into proper perspective.... some officials have unquestionably hyped the terrorist threat to the United States, as Mueller charges....{But}  Regardless of the actual level of jihadist strength overseas, one of the main reasons U.S. leaders will continue to have to give high priority to counterterrorism is that most Americans, unfortunately, do not view terrorism in the rational way John Mueller does. If they did, the United States would be not only a less stressed-out society but also a less attractive target for foreign terrorists. But most Americans will almost certainly continue to place far more emphasis on deaths due to terrorism than on drownings in bathtubs or the like -- and they will expect their leaders to formulate policy accordingly."]

Schneier, Bruce.  "What The Terrorists Want."  Schneier on Security web log. August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.schneier.com/blog/archives/2006/08/what_the_terror.html -- [On recent UK Airline Terrorist Plot:  "I'd like everyone to take a deep breath and listen for a minute.  The point of terrorism is to cause terror... And we're doing exactly what the terrorists want.  We're all a little jumpy after the recent arrest of 23 terror suspects in Great Britain. The men were reportedly plotting a liquid-explosive attack on airplanes, and both the press and politicians have been trumpeting the story ever since. In truth, it's doubtful that their plan would have succeeded; chemists have been debunking the idea since it became public.  Certainly the suspects were a long way off from trying: None had bought airline tickets, and some didn't even have passports."]

Sheehan, Michael A.  "Walking The Terror Beat."  New York Times, September 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/10/opinion/10sheehan.html  
[Note:  Sheehan is a former NYC PD deputy commissioner for counterterrorism.]

Stern, Jessica.  "Attacks in the U.S. Aren't The Only Concern - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 1."  Foreign Affairs, September 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_stern  -- [Excerpt: "...since 9/11, Bush administration officials have issued a near-constant barrage of overly dire assessments about the catastrophic threat Americans face from terrorism. Mueller is right to question both the accuracy of these statements and their motivation....{but} al Qaeda is interested in more than simply killing Americans in American cities. Bin Laden has described his goal as bringing America into conflict with Muslims along 'a large-scale front' which it cannot contain and al Qaeda strategists report that they want to expand what they call the 'jihadist current,' eroding American power and prestige and separating the United States from its allies. So a proper evaluation of the terrorist threat should consider events on these fronts as well.... while the U.S. approach to the war on terrorism has been principally military, the enemy has been fighting a war of ideas. When I first started interviewing members of bin Laden's international Islamic front in the late 1990s, only zealots and terrorists found the jihadist idea appealing. In the last few years, however, I have been interviewing Muslim youth in Europe, and it is clear that jihad has now become a 'cool' way to express dissatisfaction with the status quo, even for new converts to Islam. Most of the youth attracted to the jihadist idea will never become terrorists. But only a few of them need to in order for the danger to be quite real in a variety of ways, particularly if American policy plays into their hands."]   

Stern, Jessica.  "The Song Remains the Same - Responses to 'Is There Still a Terrorist Threat?' Round 2."  Foreign Affairs, September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/special/9-11_roundtable/9-11_roundtable_stern-2  --  [Excerpt:  "The one area where all the Roundtable participants seem to agree is that terrorists aim to make us react in ways that threaten our security, in essence doing their work for them.  This is sometimes referred to as an "auto-immune response" to terrorism:

They attack us, we attack ourselves in response. The jihadists behind 9/11 set out to provoke us into taking actions that would reduce our security, prestige, and moral authority, and measured against that objective, they did pretty well. One can point this out, however, without making light of the continuing threats that the jihadists pose."] 

Townsend, Francis Fragos.  "The President's Plan."  New York Times, September 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/10/opinion/10townsend.html  [White House Homeland Security Adviser.]

(6)  WAR ON TERROR -- AFGHANISTAN:

Miga, Andrew.  "Kerry Fault's Bush's Afghanistan Strategy."  September 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060915/ap_on_go_co/kerry_afghanistan
Neuharth, Al.  "9/11, Osama Reflection: Reverse Cut and Run?"  USA Today, September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060915/al15.art.htm
(7)  WAR ON TERROR -- IRAN:

Stracke, Nicole.  "The U.S. Is Moving Iran to The Terrorism Front Row."

Daily Star (Beirut), 15 Sep 2006.  At:

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=5&article_id=75460# 
(8)  WAR ON TERROR -- IRAQ:

Byrd, Senator Robert C.  "Senator Byrd Calls for Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld to Resign."  13Sep2006.  At:

http://byrd.senate.gov/speeches/2006_september/rumsfeld_resignation.html
[Excerpt: "The war in Iraq has backfired, producing more recruits for terrorism, and deep divisions within our own country. It is a war we should never have begun. The detour from our attack on Bin Laden and his minions, hiding in the cracks and crevices of the rough terrain of Afghanistan, to the unwise and unprovoked attack on Iraq has been a disastrous one."]

Pincus, Walter. "CIA Learned In '02' That Bin Laden Had No Iraq Ties, Report Says." Washington Post, September 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/14/AR2006091401545.html 
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.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

