September 12, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AMERICAN PUBLIC UNIVERSITY -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAMS:

Met today with Bob Jaffin, Manager of the School of Military Studies and Public Safety Program at American Public University -- a virtual university based in Charles Town, WV.  APU has several emergency management and homeland security programs -- going well.  There are about 500 students involved in emergency management programs and 1,200 in homeland security.  Discussed the evolution of programs there, on-going activities with the EM HiEd Project, and how to address quality of faculty and adjuncts topic.  Bob Jaffin can be reached at bjaffin@apus.edu 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE BOOK PROJECT:

Talked today with Dr. Jennifer Wilson who is responsible for the project of trying to put a book together for publication based on papers and presentations delivered at the last June 2006 Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Higher Education Conference.  Dr. Wilson noted that fewer papers have been submitted for inclusion as chapters than she anticipated.  I asked her to draft another notice about this project for insertion into a future activity report.

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Schmid, Randolph E.  "Study Ties Warming to Intense Hurricanes."

Associated Press, 11 Sep 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/11/AR2006091100798.html 
Revkin, Andrew C.  "Study Links Tropical Ocean Warming to Greenhouse Gases."  New York Times, 12 Sept 2006.  At:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/12/science/12ocean.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
(4)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received today several additional reviews of the draft of this new upper division/graduate-level college course develop by a team led by Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana University.  After reviewing the reviews, forwarded this material to Dr. Pine.  His team is already working up modifications from other reviews.  With the receipt of review comments today, the review comments phase of this project is now concluded.  Dr. Pine and I will need to get together to discuss the review comments and reach agreement on changes to be made to the package of course materials.  This course should be available for the beginning of the Winter/Spring Semester coming up.

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "Further Streamlining of Homeland Security Oversight Unlikely."  Congress Daily, September 11, 2006.  At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34985&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  MOUNTAIN STATE UNIVERSITY, MARTINSBURG WV -- INVESTIGATING EMER.MGMT. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT:

Met today with Dr. Harvey R. Stone, Director of Strategic Partnerships at the Martinsburg Campus of Mountain State University to discuss the school's investigation of an emergency management component into one or more of their undergraduate and graduate programs.  Dr. Stone is thinking along the lines of an emergency management concentration at either the BS level or the graduate level.  If at the BS level, most likely within the Bachelor of Science in Organizational Leadership.  Discussed the EM HiEd Project and the types of resources available through the Project.  Provided a set of CD ROMS of EMI training courses and EM HiEd Project educational courses.  Included in this meeting was Rick Gividen, the chief of the Distance Learning section at EMI.  For additional information, Dr. Stone can be reached at: hstone@mountainstate.edu 
(7)  NORTHWEST ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- LOOKING FOR HOMELAND SECURITY/EM COORDINATOR:

Received today a request to post the following announcement in the EM Faculty Positions section of the EM HiEd Project website (which we will do):

"Position Title:  Coordinator of Homeland Security/Emergency Management

The Department of Homeland Security/Emergency Management at NorthWest Arkansas Community College invites applications for Homeland Security/Emergency Management Coordinator beginning January 2007. The responsibilities of this position include teaching courses in Homeland Security and Emergency Management, recruiting adjunct instructors, and coordinating all other business pertaining to the HSEM AAS degree program including scheduling classes, managing budgets, liaison work with public and private homeland security/emergency management agencies, and evaluation of instructors. The coordinator will also facilitate information sharing and cooperative efforts with NWACC's Institute of Corporate and Public Safety.  Minimum qualifications include a master's degree in a discipline related to homeland security or emergency management, minimum 1-2 years experience related to disaster operations, emergency planning, mitigation, and training, and teaching experience, preferably on the college level. Salary for the position is based on the NWACC Faculty Salary Scale and is dependent on the degree level and teaching experience.  This is a 9-month faculty position.  Program information, program curriculum, and course descriptions are available in the NWACC Catalog found on our website along with application

information: www.nwacc.edu. Review of applications will begin on September 29.  Applications and correspondence should be directed to:

Human Resources Department, NorthWest Arkansas Community College, One

College Drive, Bentonville, Arkansas   72712 - 5091."

(8)  9/11:

CNN.com. "Poll:  More Americans Blame Bush for 9/11."  September 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cnn.com/2006/POLITICS/09/11/911.poll/index.html
[Excerpt:  "The percentage of Americans who blame the Bush administration for the September 11, 2001, attacks on New York and Washington has risen from almost a third to almost half over the past four years, a CNN poll released Monday found. Asked whether they blame the Bush administration for the attacks, 45 percent said either a "great deal" or a "moderate amount," up from 32 percent in a June 2002 CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll."

(9)  PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY -- MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DISASTER MEDICINE AND MANAGEMENT:

Received news today from Dr. Jean B. Will, Program Director, Masters of Science in Disaster Medicine and Management at Philadelphia University, noting that this new program has just been implemented this semester -- with 14 students, and others who have applied for the next semester.  We will be moving the description of this program on the website from the Programs Being Investigated section to the Health and Medical section in the near future, complete with modifications supplied by Dr. Will.  In the meantime, Dr. Will can be reached at:  willj@philau.edu  

(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Cohen, Richard.  "Bin Laden's Victory."  Washington Post, September 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/11/AR2006091100880.html 
[Excerpt: "I hear Osama bin Laden laughing.... He laughs, the madman does, whenever George Bush says, as he has over and over, that America is "winning this war on terror." Bin Laden knows better. He has already won.... From bin Laden's standpoint, this has been a glorious victory, made possible, it has to be said, by the totally unforeseen incompetence of the Bush administration. It was so intent on going to war in Iraq that it would not finish the job in Afghanistan. So, to bin Laden's absolute amazement -- I am guessing here -- the United States took on his enemy, the secular and ungodly Saddam Hussein, whom bin Laden himself would gladly have murdered. It has to be a wonderful thing when your enemy vanquishes your enemy."]

Daily Star (Beirut). "Half a Decade After 9/11, US Policies Have Only Made Matters Worse."  11 Sep 2006.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=17&article_id=75363# 
[Excerpt:  "Al-Qaeda could have likely been easily defeated had US leaders channeled all of America's resources into pursuing this threat.  But instead of isolating and wiping out Al-Qaeda, Bush has created a long list of new foes in his ever-broadening war on terror. In doing so, he has bolstered the popular impression that the US is waging a crusade against Islam - an impression which Al-Qaeda skillfully exploits in order to gain more support."]

DeYoung, Karen.  Al-Qaeda Calls on Muslims To Fight In Lebanon, Israel."

Washington Post, 12 Sep 2006.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/11/AR2006091100101.html 
[Excerpt:  "His comments {Zawahiri} reflected an ongoing al-Qaeda effort to position itself as the vanguard of the Palestinian fight against Israel and to capitalize on the outrage the conflict generates in the Muslim world."]

Dreyfuss, Robert.  "The Phony War."  Rolling Stone, September 11, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.hoffmania.com/blog/2006/09/rollingstone_bu.html#more
Farah, Douglas.  "My Lessons in Five Years."  September 11, 2006.

http://www.douglasfarah.com/
[This is a blog site.  His fifth lesson:  "Our dislike of reading and the inability to take seriously what our enemy says, from the days of al Qaeda's founding in Afghanistan, through Bosnia to the present, is a crippling weakness. The enemy-holy warriors doing what they believe Allah has called them to do-write extensively and explicitly about what they want to do and how they will do it. They are not crazy, marginal figures who can be defined as we (the West) wish they would be defined.  They define themselves for us, yet we often want to pretend they cannot even get that right. Except for a few notable exceptions (the West Point project on reading and translating al Qaeda and radical Islamist works) this work of reading and understanding is largely left to academics and think tanks, and the lessons seldom filter up the policy chain."]

Hughes, Karen.  "Where's The Outrage?  A United World Must Resolutely Condemn Terror."  USA Today, 12 Sep 2006.  At:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060912/opthree12.art.htm
New York Times.  "President Bush's Reality."  September 12, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/09/12/opinion/12tue1.html?_r=2&hp&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 
Strohm, Chris.  "9/11 Commissioners Decry Inaction on Proposals." National Journal's Technology Daily, 11 Sep 2006.  At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34990&dcn=e_gvet
White House.  "President's Address To The Nation" (transcript). September 11, 2006.   Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/09/20060911-3.html
Xinhua online (China).  "Analysts:  World Faces Escalation of Terrorist Attacks Since 9/11."  September 11, 2006.  At:

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2006-09/11/content_5077984.htm
(11)  WAR ON TERROR -- IRAQ:

Abramowitz, Michael, M.A. Fletcher. "Bush Says Iraq Victory Is Vital."

Washington Post, 12Sep06. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/11/AR200609 1100305.html 
[Excerpt:  "In weaving the two issues together last night, Bush melded one of the most unifying events in recent national experience -- the common horror and sadness of the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon -- with one of the most polarizing, the war in Iraq.... Democrats said Bush politicized the Sept. 11 anniversary. 'The president should be ashamed of using a national day of mourning to commandeer the airwaves to give a speech that was designed not to unite the country and commemorate the fallen, but to seek support for a war in Iraq that he has admitted had 'nothing' to do with 9/11,' said Sen Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.)."]

Dionne, E.J., Jr.  "Democrats Answer Cheney."  Washington Post, September 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/11/AR2006091100881.html 
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