October 4, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE PROJECTS:

Met today with Dr. Art Oyola-Yemaiel and Dr. Jennifer Wilson concerning their two projects related to the last EM HiEd Conference here in June:  One having to do with trying to pull together a book of conference proceedings based upon expanded versions of conference papers (which is going slowly and not as well as hoped.  The second involves putting together a DVD of interviews which were taped at the conference.  This project is going well.  For questions Dr. Wilson can be reached at: jennifer.wilson@omaielson.com 
(2)  FEMA:

FEMA.  "FEMA Clarifies Policy on Mapping Areas Protected by Levees."

September 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=30278
Marino, Jonathan.  "Congress Moves to Raise FEMA's Profile."  Government Executive, October 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35175&dcn=e_hsw
[Excerpt: "Spending legislation approved late last week would elevate the Federal Emergency Management Agency's status within the Homeland Security Department and give it a stronger connection to the White House, but would decrease the agency's funding slightly" ($120 million).]

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

MacPherson, Kitta. "Science Administrator Denies Stifling Global Warming Report." Newark Star Ledger, 4Oct06.

http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/index.ssf?/base/news-9/1159937181298970.xml&coll=1 
[Excerpt: "Researchers at one of its most celebrated facilities, the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory in Plainsboro, complained that the agency had been holding back a paper written in May. The scientists, who work out of Princeton University's Forrestal campus, said the paper conveyed a consensus opinion that global warming could lead to more intense hurricanes. The issue was addressed in a story in the research journal Nature. Its head author, GFDL Director Ants Leetmaa, headed the group writing the paper and did so to correct what many agency scientists viewed as an erroneous position paper posted last fall after Hurricane Katrina suggesting there was no connection between global warming and hurricanes."]

(4)  MITIGATION AND PREPAREDNESS:

Daily Advertiser (Lafayette LA).  "Expert: Evacuation Most Important."

October 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061004/OPINION01/610040333 
[Excerpt: "A team of experts gathered in New Orleans recently for a symposium titled "Rebuilding the New Orleans Region: Infrastructure Systems and Technology Innovation." The most obvious attitude among those participating was one of skepticism. Several expressed doubt about the ability to improve the area's hurricane protection system to the point that there will be no future failures. Robert Gilbert, a University of Texas civil engineering professor, said, "A failure anywhere in the system causes a failure of the system." Gregory Miller, a project manager in New Orleans for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said, "If you have a single failure, you've lost the system." There were 50 failures in the 350-mile hurricane protection system when Katrina hit. Gilbert said while every practical effort should be made to improve the protection system, a stronger emphasis on mitigating the consequences of a hurricane is needed. He observed that building a 60-foot-tall levee around the Crescent City would be impractical, and that elevating houses is only a partial solution. Two approaches on which there was general agreement were improving evacuation programs and restoring coastal wetlands."]

(5)  PANDEMIC:

Johnson, Linda A. "N.J. Unveils Campaign About Flu Pandemic." Associated Press, 3 Oct. 2006.  At:

http://www.newsday.com/news/health/wire/sns-ap-flu-fighters,0,7938256.story?coll=sns-ap-health-headlines 
(6)  WAR ON TERROR -- IRAQ: 

USA Today.  "Denial, Arrogance Led U.S. Into Iraq Trap."  October 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20061004/edit04.art.htm
Washington Post. "How To Lose a War."  October 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/03/AR2006100301316.html?referrer=email 
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