October 31, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Ford, Peter.  "A Radical Idea:  How Muslims Can Be European Too.  Christian Science Monitor, October 31, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/1031/p01s04-woeu.html?s=hns
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE:

Received from Dr. Richard Sylves Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Delaware, his "synthesis" document on the compilations of listings of the top 50 "readings" meant to approximate the emergency management body of knowledge for a professional emergency manager developed in 2005.  The process was that the EM HiEd Project commissioned list development efforts at three academic levels -- Associate, Baccalaureate, and Graduate -- at the practitioner level -- via the International Association of Emergency Managers -- and at the Hazards and Disasters Social Science Researchers level.  Not all five of these commissioned efforts resulting in deliverables.  Dr. Sylves has integrated the compilations that were developed.  This document was forwarded today to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Body of Knowledge tab (blue column, left side of homepage) -- where it should be accessible shortly.

Similar work was commissioned earlier this year as a continuation of the

2005 project -- in that it was not as complete as we would have liked and in that the emergency management "body of knowledge" is far from being static.  Our plans are that results from the continuing Emergency Management Body of Knowledge project will be presented at the June 4-7 EM HiEd 10th Annual Conference here at EMI.

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Brown, Colin and Rupert Cornwell.  "The Day That Changed The Climate." The Independent (UK) October 31, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.independent.co.uk/environment/article1943294.ece
Stern, Sir Nicolas (Ed.).  Stern Review on The Economics of Climate Change.  London, UK:  HM Treasury, October 30, 2006, over 500 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/independent_reviews/stern_review_economics_climate_change/stern_review_report.cfm  
[Note:  This is a major treatise on the risks of global warming led by the Head of the UK Government's Economics Service and Advisor to the Government on the Economics of Climate Change.

[Excerpt from Summary of Conclusions:  "The scientific evidence is now

overwhelming: climate change is a serious global threat, and it demands an urgent global response....the evidence gathered by the Review leads to a simple conclusion: the benefits of strong and early action far outweigh the economic costs of not acting....Using the results from formal economic models, the Review estimates that if we don't act, the overall costs and risks of climate change will be equivalent to lowing at least 5% of global GDP each year, now and forever.  If a wider range of risks and impacts is taken into account, the estimates of damage could rise to 20% of global GDP  each year.... Our actions now and over the coming decades could create risks of major disruption to economic and social activity, on a scale similar to those associated with the great wars and the economic depression of the first half of the 20th century.  Aid it will be difficult or impossible to reverse these changes.... This rise {in possible global temperature over the next several decades} would be very dangerous indeed; it is equivalent to the change in average temperatures from the last ice age to today.... The costs of extreme weather, including floods, droughts and storms, are already rising, including for rich countries. Adaptation to climate change -- that is, taking steps to build resilience and minimize costs

-- is essential.  It is no longer possible to prevent the climate change that will take place over the next two to three decades.... and there is a serious risk of major, irreversible change with non-marginal economic effects [Introduction].... but it is still possible to protect our societies and economies from its impacts to some extent...]  

It would appear quite possible that students within collegiate emergency management programs today may well have their work cut out for them.

(4)  MAINTAINING AND GROWING EXISTING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS -- UNT PAPER RECEIVED:

Received from Dr. David McEntire, Emergency Administration and Planning Program at the University of North Texas, a 15-page paper commissioned by the EM HiEd Project shortly after the last EM HiEd Conference -- entitled "Nourishing an Academic Degree:  Promoting Growth in Emergency Administration and Planning at the University of North Texas."  This paper grew out of a conference breakout session on how to maintain and grow established emergency management programs.  Dr. McEntire, a panelist in the breakout session, accepted our offer to commission papers for the website relating to examples of how to grow existing emergency management collegiate program.  Will soon be forwarding Dr. McEntire's paper to the webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses, Books, and Materials section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

We are still very much interested in other case studies or papers related to how to successfully expand an established emergency management collegiate program.  Once we have a fiscal year 2007 budget, we will be in a position to award micro purchase work orders to commission contributions along these lines for upload to the Project website.  With additional contributions it would make sense to create a separate "tab" or section for such material, instead of adding the material to the Free College Courses, Books and Materials tab.  Please feel free to get in touch to discuss possibilities.

(5)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Homeland Security Affairs, Vol. 2, Issue 3, October 2006.  (Free electronic academic journal of the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security.  Information is accessible at: http://www.hsaj.org

Contents:

"Lacy Suiter," by David O'Keeffe and "Death of Lacy Suiter Leaves Large Void in Emergency Management Community," by Eileen Sullivan, Congressional Quarterly

"Beslan:  Counter Terrorism Incident Command: Lessons Learned," by Peter K. Forster

"Federalism, Homeland Security and National Preparedness: A Case Study in the Development of Public Policy," by Samuel H. Clovis, Jr.

"Changing Homeland Security: Shape Patterns, Not Programs," by Christopher Bellavita

"'Learning' Homeland Security: How an Executive Education Program Engages State and Local Officials," by Glen Woodbury

"Practices Aiding High-Performance Homeland Security Regional Partnerships," by Sharon Caudle

"The Department of Defense as Lead Federal Agency," by Kathleen J. Gereski

"Strategies for Managing Volunteers During Incident Response: A Systems Approach," by Lauren S. Fernandez, Joseph A. Barbera, and Johan R. van Dorp

"Why Strategy Matters in the War on Terrorism," by Donald J. Reed

"Assessment of Public Health Infrastructure to Determine Public Health Preparedness," by Denise Santiago and Anke Richter.

(6)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS -- IMAGES OF DISASTER IN FILM AND MEDIA SYLLABUS:

Received from Dr. David McEntire, "Emergency Management" program at the University of North Texas, a syllabus for the course "Images of Disaster in Film and Media" taught at UNT.  Dr. McEntire has noted before that one of the values of this particular course is that it serve as a recruitment tool to bring UNT students into the program -- see the course in the catalog, sign-up because it sounds interesting (and perhaps not that difficult) and then get hooked on disaster and switch majors to emergency management.  Forwarded syllabus to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the "Syllabi Compilation" on the EM HiEd Project website -- to replace the earlier draft.  Should be accessible shortly.

(7)  WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY -- EMERGENCY PLANNING COURSE SYLLABUS:

Received today from Associate Professor Robert Berry, a syllabus for his course "Emergency Planning," being taught this semester in the Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management at WCU.  Forwarded the syllabus to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Syllabi Compilation" tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage -- where it should be accessible shortly.  
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