October 27, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BIOTERRORISM:

Mackby, Jenifer.  Strategic Study on Bioterrorism.  Washington DC: Center for Strategic and International Studies, October 16, 2006, 40 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.csis.org/component/option,com_csis_pubs/task,view/id,3536/type,1/ 
[Synopsis from website:  "This Strategic Study on Bioterrorism, sponsored by the CSIS Strengthening the Global Partnership Project, was conducted to increase the awareness of the threat of bioterror and to identify means by which States can prevent and respond to such threats to increase their biosecurity. It addressed bio-threat and response scenarios, risk assessment, modern diagnostic techniques and methods to strengthen capabilities for early detection, surveillance and response to natural and bioterror disease outbreaks, the technical issues to be solved and political, social and psychological aspects of bioterrorism.  The Group recommended that in order to prevent dangerous microorganisms from falling into the hands of terrorists, it is essential to secure and consolidate them in certified facilities or destroy them. This can be achieved through bilateral arrangements or through the G8 Global Partnership. In addition, the Group agreed that because the first alarm of a bio-attack will probably be sick patients in the hospital, it is critical to enhance the early detection of microorganisms in the environment and the rapid diagnosis of patients. European countries (such as France, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden and the United Kingdom) that have substantial biotechnology industries and experience working on biodefense and with infectious diseases could work with the Russian Federation to increase security and accounting of pathogen collections, and to strengthen export control restrictions."]

(2)  CUMBERLAND COUNTY COLLEGE, VINELAND NJ -- INVESTIGATING EMER.MGMT CONCENTRATION:

Communicated briefly today with Charles Kocher, Coordinator of Criminal Justice Programs at Cumberland County College, who notes that Cumberland CC is investigating the development of an Emergency Management Concentration within the Criminal Justice Studies Program, adding that if successful with adding an Emergency Management Concentration, it would then be fairly easy to add an Emergency Management Certificate as well.  For additional information, Charles Kocher can be reached at: Cjprofkocher@aol.com 
(3)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Department of Homeland Security.  "DHS Announces Significant Investment in Next-Generation Handheld Radiological Detection Equipment."  October 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1161798684239.shtm
Department of Homeland Security.  "Remarks by the Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff at the International Association of Chiefs of Police Annual Conference."  Boston MA:  October 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/speeches/sp_1161184338115.shtm
[Promises better information sharing.]

(4)  EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS:

Kivlan, Terry.  "Academic Urges Government-Run Emergency Communications Network."  Congress Daily, 26Oct06. At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35360&printerfriendlyVers=1& 
[Excerpt:  "A Carnegie Mellon University expert on Thursday called for the development of a government-run communications network that would enable police, firefighters and other emergency responders from different jurisdictions to talk to each other.’A government system is feasible, and it would clearly be more cost effective than what we have today,' Jon Peha, an engineering and public policy professor, said during the presentation of a paper on the issue at a forum sponsored by the New America Foundation. He said the existing federal policy of 'throwing grant money' at local agencies to make incremental improvements would only perpetuate the inefficiency and fragility of current communications networks."  BWB Note:  Dr. Peha has written and spoken on emergency communications topics before.  To access his "Papers on Communications Systems for Homeland Security, Public Safety, Emergency Responders," go to:  http://www.ece.cmu.edu/~peha/safety.html ]

(5)  HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:

United States Coast Guard.  "Coast Guard Offers Free Hazardous Materials Resource to First Responders."  Washington DC:  USCG, October 24, 2006.  Accessed at:  https://www.piersystem.com/go/doc/786/136216/
[From Press Release:  "The United States Coast Guard has published a free resource CD-ROM that brings comprehensive chemical information to the fingertips of fire and safety service personnel responding to a hazardous materials incident.  Users can search the database by a substance's color, odor, and physical appearance and use the data to plan for a safe and effective response.  Chemicals are rated according to health risk, flammability, and reactivity, among other factors, using data from several sources. The CD-ROM, known as CHRIS+, contains several databases of chemical, physical, thermodynamic, toxicological, and fire properties....  Free copies of the CD-ROM are available by contacting Alan Schneider, U. S. Coast Guard, at 202-372-1421 or by e-mail at alan.l.schneider@.uscg.mil." 
(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Flynn, Stephen E.  "Homeland Security Report Card."  Council on Foreign Relations, October 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.cfr.org/publication/11814/
[Excerpt:  "Five years after President Bush created the Office of Homeland Security, CFR.org sat down with Stephen E. Flynn, the Council on Foreign Relations' top homeland security expert, to evaluate the effectiveness of that office. What follows is a report card, grading the Department of Homeland Security on some of its primary duties....

Port Security: D+....

Nuclear Plant Security: B/B+....

Air Defense: B....

Airport Security: C+....

Border Control and Immigration: C....

Chemical Plant Security: D-/F....

Disaster Response: C-....

Bridges, Tunnels, and other Infrastructure: C....

Public Relations: D...." 

BWB Note:  Stephen Flynn is the author of: America the Vulnerable: How Our Government Is Failing to Protect Us from Terrorism (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2004).

(7)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Homeland Protection Professional, Vol. 5, No. 8, September 2006 (Published 10 times a year by A.J. Parrino & Associates Ltd).  For information go to:  http://www.hppmag.com)

Note:  In particular, see: Anne Louise Bannon. "Big Plan On Campus" pp. 34-38.

Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, Vol. 21, No. 4, July-August 2006 (Official Journal of the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine and the Nordic Society of Disaster Medicine. http://pdm.medicine.wisc.edu
(8)  PANDEMIC:

Ferris, Nancy.  "Technology Outpaces Pandemic Preparations, Experts Say."  Government Health IT, October 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://govhealthit.com/article96575-10-25-06-Web
[Excerpt:  "Lack of technology is not the problem when it comes to planning for an influenza pandemic or other serious disease outbreak, speakers at a geographic information systems (GIS) conference said this week. Instead, they cited a failure to plan across organizational boundaries and anticipate what resources will be necessary when disease suddenly strikes."

(9)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Business Review (Albany, NY).  "Consortium Formed to Coordinate Mass Casualty Response."  October 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://albany.bizjournals.com/albany/stories/2006/10/23/daily49.html?b=1161576000%5e1367435 
[Excerpt:  "Albany Medical College has teamed up with three other academic health centers to help prepare upstate New York for mass casualty events resulting from terrorism or natural disasters. The consortium, which also includes the School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at the University at Buffalo, the University of Rochester Medical Center, and Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, was launched Oct. 26 with $750,000 in state funding. The four institutions have been meeting for two years to outline the scope of the consortium's goals and activities. The group will provide an umbrella framework to coordinate research, education and patient care efforts as they relate to mass casualty planning and response. The members also will conduct research in the diagnosis and treatment of terrorism-related illness and injury, with an emphasis on using technology to streamline, and triage care for hundreds of patients who could be simultaneously injured."] 

Emergency Preparedness and Response Conference for People With Disabilities (Elderly, Pediatrics, and Animals).  December 13-14, 2006, Omni Shoreham Hotel.  Co-sponsored by the Homeland Defense Journal and the National Organization on Disability.  For information go to:

http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/conf_emergencypreparedness.htm
(10)  SAINT XAVIER UNIVERSITY, CHICAGO -- DISASTER PREPAREDNESS & MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE:

Talked today with Dr. Jim Hagen, Director of the brand-new, five-weeks old, Disaster Preparedness & Management Certificate Program.  This is a four-course, class-room based, Masters level program.  The program started five weeks ago, as noted above, with 15 students, which, as Dr. Hagen notes, is a bit surprising in that there was virtually no publicity surrounding the program's implementation. The students are mostly from the private sector and from law enforcement.  Students can walk away with a stand-alone Disaster Preparedness & Management Certificate, or apply their credits toward one of several Masters Degrees offered at Saint Xavier -- such as the Masters of Business Administration or the Masters in Public Health.  The Project Assistant will soon be posting a description of this program in the Masters section and the "Stand-Alone" section of the Emergency Management area on The College List on the Project website -- should be accessible shortly.

(11)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- BA IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

The Project Assistant notes that she had a conversation with Stacy Willett with the Emergency Management Bachelor Degree Program at the University of Akron, who notes that their program continues to be very successful, has about 250 active emergency management students, and that student interest is increasing, especially following the introduction of a Business Continuity course.  Thus, the school will be seeking to hire another faculty member besides herself to teach full-time in this program.  For additional information, Stacy Willett can be reached at: smuffet@uakron.edu   

BWB Note.  I am not at all surprised to hear of the interest of students in a Business Continuity course.  The private sector market is far larger than the public sector market and thus hires more graduates of emergency management programs.  For those programs without a business and industry oriented course or courses, I recommend taking a look at the "Business and Industry Crisis Management" upper-division college course developed for us by Dr. Greg Shaw at George Washington University, available free of charge from the EM HiEd Project website -- within the Free College Courses, Books, Materials tab -- or go directly to:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/busind.asp
(12)  WAR ON TERROR:

Beckner, Christian.  "Global Security Challenge:  Remarks" (Global Security Conference, London).  October 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.hlswatch.com/gsc-remarks
NATO Defense Against Terrorism (DAT) Programme - Countering Terrorism With Technology.  Website:  http://www.nato.int/issues/dat/index.html
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