October 19, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE:

Eagle-Tribune (North Andover, Mass.).  "Drought in Death Valley Will Be Next 'Disaster'." 18 Oct 2006. At:

http://www.eagletribune.com/opinion/local_story_291155735?keyword=secondarystory 
["Next thing you know the alligators living in the Everglades will be applying for flood assistance....Take the recent snowstorm that struck the area around Buffalo, N.Y. Yes, it was early in the season and the accumulation - up to two feet in some places - much heavier than one would normally expect this time of year. Snow and Buffalo are practically synonymous. Yet our guess is that the last flake hadn't fallen before officials from the four affected counties were on the phone to their congressmen clamoring for federal dollars to assist in the cleanup. And the Federal Emergency Management Agency was quick to pledge $5 million with more to come. An early snowfall is part of the deal when one lives in upstate New York, and should not qualify as a national disaster."]

(2)  FEMA:

Shields, Gerard.  "Landrieu, Bush Duel on FEMA Director."  The Advocate (Baton Rouge), October 19, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/4433526.html
(3)  MARITIME SECURITY:

Greenberg, Michael D., et al.  Maritime Terrorism - Risk and Liability.

Santa Monica, CA:  RAND Corp., Center for Terrorism Risk Management Policy, October 2006, 201 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG520/
[On this report:  "Understanding the nature of maritime terrorism risk requires an investigation of threats, vulnerabilities, and consequences associated with potential attacks, as grounded both by relevant historical data and by intelligence on the capabilities and intentions of known terrorist groups.... Cruise ships and ferry boats need more protection against terrorist attacks that could kill and injure many passengers and cause serious financial losses.... The report concludes it is not adequate to base maritime counterterrorism efforts only on increasing port security and the security of cargo container ships, rail cars and trucks that transport goods into and out of United States ports. 'Focusing solely on securing the container supply chain without defending other parts of the maritime environment is like bolting down the front door of a house and leaving the back door wide open'....

Researchers point out that their review of more than 30 years of terrorist activity shows that less than 2 percent of international terrorist attacks have hit maritime targets. Historically, this is because it has been difficult to successfully carry out maritime terrorist attacks and because such attacks have rarely caused the large loss of life or generated the heavy news coverage that terrorists seek, the study says."]

(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW -- BOOKS:

Lindell, Michael K., Carla Prater, Ronald W. Perry.  Introduction to Emergency Management.  Wiley Higher Education Pathways Publishers, 2007, 584 pages.

[Website description:  "The recent devastation caused by tsunamis, hurricanes and wildfires highlights the need for highly trained professionals who can develop effective strategies in response to these disasters. This invaluable resource arms readers with the tools to address all phases of emergency management. It covers everything from the social and environmental processes that generate hazards to vulnerability analysis, hazard mitigation, emergency response, and disaster recovery."  The table of contents, excerpts, sample chapter, ordering information, and information on faculty evaluation copies are all accessible at:

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0471772607,miniSiteCd-PATHWAYS.html] 
Schwab, Anna K., Katherine Eschelbach and David J. Brower.  Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness.  Wiley Higher Education Pathways Publisher, 2007, 568 pages. 

[Website description:  "With this book, readers will learn how to apply their knowledge and skills in order to create communities that are more resilient to the impacts of hazards. It clearly presents the major principles involved in preparing for and mitigating the impacts of hazards in emergency management. This resource also provides real-world examples of different tools and techniques that emergency managers can use to reduce the impact of different types of hazards."  Accessible at the URL below is the table of contents, excerpts, sample chapter, ordering information, and information on faculty evaluation copies.  Go to:

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0471790192,miniSiteCd-PATHWAYS.html  
Recommend considering the use of this textbook in conjunction with the FEMA EM HiEd Project upper division college course "Principles and Practice of Hazards Mitigation" found at:

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/completeCourses.asp ]

(5)  MATERIALS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW -- PERIODICALS:

Environmental Hazards, Vol. 6, Issue 3, 2006. Elsevier Science Publishing Co., Inc., PO Box 945, NY, NY 10159-0945, (212) 633-3730, (888) 437-4736, (212) 633-3680 (fax), URL: http://www.elsevier.com/locate/gloenvcha/, e-mail: usinfo-f@elsevier.com.    

[Note:  This issue is Part B of "Global Environmental Change:  Human and Policy Dimensions."  Would particularly point out article on "Disaster Threat:  Preparedness and Potential Response of the Lowest Income Quartile," by Brenda D. Phillips, William C. Metz, and Leslie A. Nieves.]

Risk Management Magazine, October 2006. (A Publication of the Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc., http://www.rmmagazine.com).

(6)  NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY, DURHAM:

Communicated with William Nicholson, Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice at North Carolina Central University, who is, this semester, teaching an "Emergency Management and Recovery" course as well as an "Introduction to Homeland Security" course.  Professor Nicholson notes that the NCCU Homeland Security and Workforce Development Institute is busily engaged in preparing its curriculum for distance learning delivery.  For those interested in legal issues in emergency management and homeland security, Professor Nicholson is also working on refinements to his upcoming Spring Semester 2007 course -- Legal Issues in Homeland Security Emergency and Disaster Law: Working Together for Litigation Mitigation.  For additional information, Professor Nicholson can be reached at:  wnicholson@nccu.edu 
(7)  NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY:

Communicated with Carol Cwiak who is now on faculty at North Dakota State University with the undergraduate and graduate Emergency Management Program.  Carol notes that "There are quite a few new graduate student applications" and that the new department chair "has really committed to taking the program to a whole new level...Our enhanced partnerships on-campus and with state agencies, particularly the Department of Emergency Services, have made this the most exciting year-to-date for the program."

(8)  PANDEMIC:

Cheng, Maria.  "Bird Flu Vaccine May Hit Many Strains."  Associated Press, October 18, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/18/AR2006101800701.html 
[Excerpt:  "Human trials indicate an H5N1 bird flu vaccine developed using a virus isolated in Vietnam can neutralize antibodies from H5N1 viruses found in other countries, the vaccine's manufacturer said Wednesday.... 'This is a milestone for vaccine development,' said Dr. Klaus Stohr, the World Health Organization's top official on pandemic influenza vaccines.... 'This tells us that stockpiling does make sense,'

Stohr said. 'It gives us another avenue of pandemic preparedness,' Stohr said, suggesting that people could be inoculated with a pre-pandemic vaccine, before being given a booster shot once the pandemic strain emerges."]

(9)  PREPAREDNESS PAYS:

Noyes, Dan.  "Long Overdue, S.F. Disaster Plan Complete."  ABC7News (SF), October 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=i_team&id=4674066
[Excerpt:  "...the I-Team has learned they (S.F Office of Emergency Services) had to hire an outside consultant to finish the job. URS Corporation is getting almost three-and-a-half million dollars for its work on the earthquake plan and other essential jobs -- conducting training exercises, workshops and preparing a regional disaster plan.

URS staffers are being paid quite well -- $100, $200, up to $300 dollars an hour."] 

(10)  ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, NYC -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

Talked with Dr. Gerard A. McEnerney, Assistant Vice President and Executive Director, St. John's University in New York City, concerning the schools investigation into the development of an emergency management certificate program.  Discussed the course composition of such a certificate and made several recommendations.  Was asked about visiting St. John's to meet with faculty and administrators -- I suggested first giving a conference call a try.  Recommendation accepted and a future conference call is being arranged.  For additional information, Dr. McEnerney can be reached at:  mcenerng@stjohns.edu 
(11)  UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND -- TERRORISM STUDIES PROGRAM:

Communicated with Professor Paul Wilkinson, Chairman of the Advisory Board, Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence, at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, who wrote to ask if we would be interested in posting a description of the St. Andrews Certificate in Terrorism Studies in "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website. Asked the Project Assistant to get in touch with Professor Wilkinson and to research the "Terrorism Studies" website at St. Andrews to acquire sufficient information for the development of a description to post in the "International Programs" section of "The College List."  In the meantime, for additional information, the Terrorism Studies website is: http://www.terrorismstudies.com -- and Professor Wilkinson can be reached at:  paul.wilkinson@terrorismstudies.com 
(12)  WAR ON TERROR -- AFGHANISTAN:

Department of Defense.  "Presenter: Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Lt.. Gen. Carl Strock." 18Oct2006. At:

http://www.defenselink.mil/Transcripts/Transcript.aspx?TranscriptID=3760
[Note:  This is a transcript of a teleconference between General Stock in Afghanistan and the Pentagon Press.  Excerpt:  "This is one of many visits I've made to this area that go back to 2003. And I can tell you as a general statement, each time I come I see steady and relentless progress in both the security area as well as reconstruction.... I see dramatic improvements each time I come.... Everywhere I go, the Afghan people are moving about and going about the business of getting back on their feet..... part of our mission is reconstruction....  I think we have sufficient resources, and we are in the business of gaining steady progress here....  we're now in the process of gaining that irreversible momentum we seek... I think that like we found in Iraq, the people of Afghanistan have a very high sense of expectation that when the U.S. and coalition forces came ashore, that things would change overnight dramatically....  I'm filled with optimism for this effort, from both the security and the reconstruction front. So this soldier feels very good about the direction and the momentum that we've been able to achieve here."]

(13)  WAR ON TERROR -- UNITED KINGDOM:

Cowan, Rosie and Richard Norton-Taylor.  "Britain Now No. 1 al-Qaida Target - Anti-Terror Chiefs."  The Guardian (UK), October 19, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/terrorism/story/0,,1925698,00.html
[Excerpt:  "Britain has become the main target for a resurgent al-Qaida, which has successfully regrouped and now presents a greater threat than ever before, according to counter-terrorist officials. They have revised their views about the strength of the network abroad, and the methods terrorists are able to use in the UK. Intelligence chiefs with access to the most comprehensive and up to date information have told the Guardian that al-Qaida has substantially recovered its organisation in Pakistan, despite a four-year military campaign to seek out and kill its leaders. In that time, the organisation has become much more coherent, with a strong core and a regular supply of volunteers. More worrying, officials say, is evidence of new techniques that would-be terrorists within the UK have adopted. The structure of individual al-Qaida-inspired groups is much more like the old Provisional IRA cells, with self-contained units comprising a lead organiser/planner, a quartermaster in charge of weapons and explosives acquisition and training, and several volunteers.... Intelligence experts fear the UK is a target as never before, with extremists intent on carrying out a huge spectacular, on the scale of the US atrocities in 2001.... Britain is an easier target, they have concluded, because of its traditional links with Pakistan which is visited by tens of thousands of people each year."]

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

